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Nature has evolved but one nation. Its name is Humanity,-William Q. Judge 

THEOSOPHICAL THOUGHTS FROM THE NEW ENGLAND 
TRANSCENDENTALISTS: by F. S. Darrow, A. M., ~ h .  D. 

In each century you will invariably find that an out-pouring or upheaval of 
spirituality - or call it Mysticism, if you prefer - has taken place. Some one or 
more persons have appeared in the world . . . and a greater or less amount of 
occult knowledge and teaching has been given out. If you care to do so you can 
trace these movements back, century by century, as far as our detailed historical 
records extend. - H. P. Blavatsky 

IT is the purpose of this article to call attention to some 
of the teachings of a remarkable group of American 
thinkers who immediately preceded the foundation of 
the modern Theosophical Society. In the writings of 
the New England Transcendentalists and of members 

of the Free Religious Association of New England, many proofs can 
be gleaned in substantiation of that clause in the Theosophical Con- 
stitution which declares that "this Society is a part of a great and 
universal movement which has been active in all ages." 

Doubtless, it is generally realized that among the most important 
of these teachings in regard to man's soul is that of the complete 
immortality or eternity of the Higher Self - (' without beginning and 
without an end see the great circle's even span." 

Ralph Waldo Emerson declared in 1833: 

I recognize the distinction of the outer and the inner Self; the double con- 
sciousness that, within this erring, passionate, mortal self, sits a supreme, calm, 
immortal mind, whose powers I do not know, but it is stronger than I ; it is wiser 
than I ;  it never approved me in any wrong; I seek counsel of it in my doubts; 

1. The Key to Theosophy, Conclusion. Point Lorna Ed. p. 294. 
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I repair to it in my dangers; I pray to it in my undertakings. I t  seems to me 
the face which the Creator uncovers to his child. I t  is the perception of this 
depth in 'human nature, this infinitude belonging to  every man that has been born, 
which has given a new value to the habits of reflection and solitude. In  this doc- 
trine, as deeply felt by him, is the key by which the words that fell from Christ 
upon the character of God can alone be well and truly explained: " The Father 
is in me;  I am in the Father, yet the Father is greater than I." 

The New England thinkers, as pioneers in clearing a pat11 through 
the tangled underbrush of scepticism and modern materialism, were of 
course familiar with the terms Theosophy and Theosophist, although 
the modern 'l'heosophical Society was not founded until 1875. 

Thus we read in a letter written to Mr. Amos Eronson Alcott, the 
Concord philosopher, in 1865, seven years before Madame Clavatsky 
and Mr. Judge organized the Theosophical Society in New York city: 

For  Theosophy to have its true efficiency in the world, there must not only 
be an intellectual acquaintance with all nature, . . . but there must be the actual 
realization of the . . . principles of man's being, in their original and corrclativc 
positions and this in high confirmed reality.3 

Had Mr. Alcott lived to see the practical application of the Theo- 
sophical principles in the R2ja Yoga education, as founded and direct- 
ed by Katherine 'l'ingley, I believe that he would have been the first 
to recognize that these prophetic words of his written in 1836 were 
now bcing realized: 

The end (of education) is a perfect man. Its aim, through every stage of 
influence and discipline is self renewal.' 

Light is sprung up and the dayspring from on high is again visiting us. . . . 
Say not that this era is distant. Verily it is near. Even at this moment, the 

heralds of the time are announcing its approach. Omens of Good hover over 
us, A deeper and holier faith is quickening the genius of our timc. Humanity 
awaits the hour of its renewal. The renovating fiat has gone forth, to revive our 
institutions, and remould our men. Faith is lifting her voice and like Jesus near 
the tomb of 1,azarus is uttering the living words: " I am the Resurrection and 
the Life, and he that believeth, though in doubts and sins, shall be reassured of 
his immortality ant1 shall flourish in unfading youth! I will mould nature and 
man according to  my will. I will transfigure all things into the image of my 
Ideal." 

T o  appreciate the philosophical viewpoint of these New Englalid 

2. J. E. Cabot : A Mcwzoir of Ralph Lt'aldo Emerson, Bostotl, 1585: I ,  p. 213. 3. A. R. 
Alcott: Co~ccord Days, 1872, p. 241. 4. Conversatio+zs zlitlz Clzildren on tlze Gospels, 

1536-7, I ,  p, xxx. 5. Idem, I ,  pp. li-lii. 




































































































