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Space has no greater depths than our own natures, nor arc there stars of
greater brightness than the flashes which illumine the soul when looking inward.
A, P. D,

HELENA PETROVNA BLAVATSKY: by H. T. Edge, M. A.

ELDOM, if ever, do those whom the world numbers
among the truly great gain recognition as such during
their lives. Their work is on a large scale and consists
chiefly in ground-breaking and sced-sowing for a fu-

y] ture harvest. As reformers, they must often be in

conﬁ1ct with the fixed ideas of their day. Absorbed in their duty, they

have neither time nor inclination to cultivate the arts of popularity;
nor indeed would it suit their purpose if men should revere the per-
sonality of the teacher rather than his teachings. If we feel disposed
to censure their contemporaries for blindness, and at the same time
avoid the charge of being equally blind ourselves, it behooves us to
exercise our perceptions upon our own times. It is the main thesis
of these remarks that in H. P. Blavatsky we have an instance of a real

Teacher, whose husbandry, though destined to yield a rich harvest, has

passed unnoticed by her contemporaries.

Nothing would be easier than to write a panegyric on this theme;
but what need is there for such a device where a plain statement of
facts is sufficient?

H. P. Blavatsky was the founder of the modern Theosophical
Movement, whose title is “ The Universal Brotherhood and Theo-
sophical Society ”'; consequently it is to her that we must give credit
for inaugurating what this movement has accomplished and will ac-
complish. The work under its present Leader, Katherine Tingley, has
already won the attention of the pioneers of thought and progress;
for the teachings of Theosophy, as brought by H. P. Blavatsky, are
seen applied to daily life in the Raja Yoga system of education and
in the multifarious expressions of Theosophical principles in literature,
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arts, and crafts. In years to come, when this work shall have achieved
fruition, and historical perspective given a just and comprehensive
view of the influence of Theosophy upon human progress, men will
recognize H. P. Blavatsky as one of those Great Souls or Messengers
who, appearing at rare intervals, have profoundly changed the world.

The writings of H. P. Blavatsky constitute a phenomenon — a
twofold phenomenon, that of their nature, and that of their reception
by the world. Scholarship and criticism seem to have decided to let
them alone; and this circumstance will doubtless afford something
for historians of the future to exercise their minds upon, as well as
ground for some Bacon-Shakespeare theorist of posterity to assert
that H. P. Blavatsky’s works were not extant in her day. An adequate
or even a passable review of The Secret Doctrine is still awaited and
would be much welcomed by Theosophists, and an invitation is hereby
extended to any genuine scholar who is willing to read that work and
give a candid opinion upon it. Theosophists, however, have much
positive evidence (of kinds that can easily be guessed) that The Secret
Doctrine is actually a great force in the world of literary expression
and intellectual speculation; and it may be claimed of books, as of
Teachers, that those which gain ready approval and those which
achieve results are usually in two different classes.

Tur Sourck oF HER GREATNESS

The influence of this real Teacher is thus seen to be vast and far-
reaching, and we are led to inquire into the source of so much power.
No such influence can be wielded by any one whose purposes and ideals
are merely personal. History provides us with instances of great men
who have identified themselves with a great impersonal purpose and
have thereby achieved great results; but who, falling into some snare
of personal ambition or pride, have forthwith sped to rapid ruin.
H. P. Blavatsky never fell; impersonal, universal, her purpose re-
mained while she had breath; and the work she founded has not
failed, nor will ever lack of workers devoted enough to prevent it from
failing.

Devotion to a high and impersonal ideal is thus one of the reasons
for H. P. Blavatsky’s power. But an ideal alone can accomplish no-
thing; behind it must stand an Individuality, a Soul — what ordinary
language calls a ““ great personality.” And H. P. Blavatsky was truly
a great Individuality. In her we see a personality of far more than
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ordinary strength, subdued and turned into an obedient servant by
the still greater power of an awakened Spiritual Will. She was an
example of the truth that he who rules himself can rule the world.

If the history of her life should be written in chapters, the titles
might run as follows: (1) Compassion — for humanity’s plight;
(2) the search for Knowledge; (3) the finding of the Light;
(4) self-devotion to the office of Light-Bringer to Humanity;
(5) achievement and triumph, won for humanity by services faith-
fully discharged. Here, then, we have an epitome which sums up
her life and explains it; such was the secret of her power.

Every Soul enters corporeal life with a definite purpose to be ful-
filled, a written destiny to be unrolled. But how few of us are even
dimly conscious of the purpose of our Soul! In rare flashes of intui-
tion, perchance, the inner Light may reveal as much of itself as the
wandering mind is able to reflect; we may know that we have heen
face to face with our very Self; or we may fancy we have had a visit
from some divine personality. But apart from such rare illumina-
tions, our mind is the theater of many a passing scene; and perhaps
only at the moment of death, when the liberated Soul casts up its
accounts, can the real purpose of the life be discerned. Nevertheless
the purpose is there, though we know it not; and our life is guided
by it and not by our whims and wishes.

Like other people, H. P. Blavatsky entered life with a purpose;
but she was more prescient thereof. Like other strong souls, she soon
found but the bitter contradiction between life as it is and life as it
can and should be. But her dauntless energy brooked no compromise;
she started forthwith on her pilgrimage in quest of the Light, thus
entering at once on the fulfilment of her life’s purpose.

Her QuEsT oF KNOWLEDGE

Finding Western civilization still in the crudeness of youth, she
turned, as others have done, to the older nations, whence there ever
proceeds the aroma of an ancient sacred lore. She traveled in the
Orient, but found there far more than falls to the lot of the ordinary
traveler or scholar. For, unlike them, she bore passwords that could
open doors and unseal lips closed to those unable to give the challenge.
And what are these passwords? Courage undaunted by every ob-
stacle; manifest devotion to the Sacred Cause; sympathy; apprecia-
tion; docility. The oracle of the East vouchsafes to all suppliants
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that for which they ask: to the curious, learning; to the covetous,
gold; to the ambitious, fame; to the sceptical, a confirmation of his
doubts; to the scoffer, something to scoff at. To the searcher for
Wisdom, in like manner, the Oracle gives what is asked; and he who
asks for the Truth receives the Truth. H. P. Blavatsky was treated
like the rest; and if she won more, it was because she asked more,
dared more.

She discovered that there were in the East (and in the West)
Teachers whose only condition was the presence of a disciple — of a
disciple willing to learn, ready to observe the conditions of Knowledge,
able to sacrifice all of lesser worth. If at this point any should ask
why such Teachers do not court the favor of the world’s acquaintance,
let the world’s reception of H. P. Blavatsky be his sufficient answer.
They seek nothing of the world; and their one purpose, to help the
world, they know best how to fulfil. Compassion being the dominant
note in her character enabled her to fulfil the conditions of discipleship.

Besides traveling in the IKast, she also visited the West, the Ameri-
cas; for the West is the home of the New Race that is to inherit and
carry on the ancient lore of the Fast. These extensive travels gave
her an intimate and comprehensive knowledge of human character in
all its phases; especially as her journeys did not follow the paved roads
of tourists but penetrated into the byways and intimacies of the nation-
al life.

This brief outline may serve to account for the power of her
individuality, the beneficence of her purpose, and the vastness of
her knowledge. Yet, as to the last, it was from no mere accumula-
tion of garnered lore that she drew, but from an inexhaustible and
ever-accessible source. For all the knowledge contained in human
minds or recorded on scrolls of memory or of parchment is accessible
to him whose inner senses are opened; and this may explain H. P.
Blavatsky’s strange power of being able to write erudite works, full
of quotations from recondite sources, without the aid of libraries and
literary research.

Knowledge of the human heart, the Teacher’s power to discern
character, must be included in the number of her attributes. In
order to estimate the efficacy of this power, we have only to reflect a
moment on the feebleness of our own resources in this respect. Our
hearts and minds are sealed books to each other; instead of perceiv-
ing the minds of others, we see but the image of our own prejudices;
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our own familiar friend may take his life in the depth of his despair,
and we none the wiser till the deed is done. Sympathy is the key to
knowledge; not sentimental self-indulgent sympathy, but the strong
and fruitful kind.

EnTry vrpon HER WoORK

With such a character and such a mission, it is not surprising that
H. P. Blavatsky produced remarkable effects among men wherever
she went. She was like a center of electrical energy, to which many
lesser bodies are drawn, hovering to and fro, or gyrating in more or
less distant orbits around the source of power. Her primary purpose
was to form a nucleus from which might grow an organic body. She
was like the potency of germination entering the soil. As she herself
has said, she had been intrusted with a handful of seeds to sow.

The methods adopted by her to fulfil this purpose were those best
suited to success; so it is not surprising that they differed consider-
ably from the stereotyped methods which ordinary people would have
adopted. Such a difference was indeed necessary if her methods were
to succeed where other means have failed. Had I1. P. Blavatsky fol-
lowed well-meant advice, instead of following the Light within, she
might have created a fashionable body or a literary cult, or, worse still,
a psychic craze, instead of the nucleus of a Universal Brotherhood
founded on a common recognition of eternal truths. But she declined
to make principles bend to the alleged necessity for propitiating predi-
lections. Theosophy was not to be for any body of elect or select. She
carried her message wherever it was needed, and held aloft the Light
that all who would might follow.

As in every age there are those who work unseen for the preserva-
tion of the Truth, so there are those who work behind the scenes for
its destruction; history tells us this. These latter powers, at all events,
recognized H. P. Blavatsky for what she was; her mission they both
understood and feared. A determined attempt was early made to
bring that mission to an end by ruining its leader. The world knows
but the visible machinery by which such attempts are carried out; the
powers behind the scenes it knows not. But though in most ages the
resources of conspiracy and calumny are well-nigh invincible, they
could not succeed against the Messenger of Truth; a few half-hearted
disciples fell away, but the Teacher found enough loyal disciples to
enable her to establish living centers of Theosophy in many lands.
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In accordance with present-day conditions, the activity was mainly
literary; for literature provides the great channel of intercommuni-
cation. Hence the magazines, books, and pamphlets. Lectures, public
meetings, and receptions by the Teacher, afforded other means of
spreading the message.

'The essential difference between H. P. Blavatsky and the founders
of sects and cults was that instead of offering a theory, religion, or
philosophy to the approval of the world, she pointed out the way. This
is characteristic of all real Teachers. They do not theorize or philoso-
phize; they point out the Truth. Columbus dared the trackless ocean,
found a new world, and brought back tidings. “ Believe me not, but
go and see!” Newton demonstrated that his generalization of the
law of gravity explained the dynamics of the solar system, and Coper-
nicus offered the heliocentric system to the approval of observation
and common-sense. H. P. Blavatsky directed attention to certain
facts, restated in modern terms certain ancient truths, appealed to
observation and common-sense. She was a revealer.

THEosoPHY A GrEAT MoRrAL FoRCE:
“THE VOICE OF THE SILENCE”

Morality is not a code of manners, as some try to make out, but
it rests on Spiritual truths or facts. Hence great Teachers are always
uplifting powers in the world; they remind men of the eternal Spirit-
ual facts upon which morality rests. ‘The true destiny of man, his full
self-realization can only be achieved by the road of compassion and
self-denial; or, to put it philosophically, by transcending the limits of
personality. The first steps in Occultism must consist of lessons in
this principle, otherwise the aspirant would be treading a path that
deviates toward delusion and tribulation. Thus in Theosophy the
ethical element is paramount; and any system (even though the name
of Theosophy should be claimed for it) from which this element is
absent or in which it is secondary, is not Theosophy. H. P. Blavatsky
was a great moral force. One of her chief works is The Voice of the
Silence, and the above statement needs no more for its proof than a
reference to this book, which was written specially by her for the
guidance of her pupils in Theosophy.

The Voice of the Silence, like The Secret Doctrine as mentioned
above, is a work upon which the opinion of competent scholars would
be much valued. Whether they admit that the precepts are derived
from the source claimed by the author, or whether they say that she
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composed them herself, the result is equally remarkable and significant.
In either case these precepts constitute a most exalted, and also a pro-
foundly philosophical, code of moral principles and practical instruc-
tions. But internal evidence alone is more than sufficient to vindicate
the prefatory statements of the author as to their origin. ‘That these
precepts are indeed those of a genuine and actually-existing school of
the ancient Wisdom admits of no doubt from a candid and competent
reader. To quote from the Preface:

The following pages are derived from “ The Book of the Golden Precepts,”
one of the works put into the hands of mystic students in the East. The know-
ledge of them is obligatory in that school, the teachings of which are accepted by
many Theosophists. Therefore, as I know many of these Precepts by heart, the
work of translating has been relatively an -easy task for me. . . .

The Book of the Golden Precepts — some of which are pre-Buddhistic while
others belong to a later date — contains about ninety distinct little treatises. Of
these I learnt thirty-nine by heart, years ago. To translate the rest, I should
have to resort to notes scattered among a too large number of papers and memo-
randa collected for the last twenty years and never put in order, to make of it
by any means an easy task. Nor could they all be translated and given to a world
too selfish and too much attached to objects of sense to be in any way prepared
to receive such exalted ethics in the right spirit. For, unless a man perseveres
seriously in the pursuit of self-knowledge, he will never lend a willing ear to
advice of this nature. . . .

In this translation, I have done my best to preserve the poetical beauty of
language and imagery which characterizes the original. . . . “H. P. B.”

Following this, a few quotations from the book itself may be made;
which, inadequate though they must necessarily be, may serve both to
reveal its character and to invite further study. The book is divided
into three parts, entitled respectively: “ The Voice of the Silence,”
“'The Two Paths,” and “ The Seven Portals.” 1In the first title, the
Silence referred to is that which ensues upon the mastery of all the
senses, both external and internal, which distract the mind and prevent
it from mirroring the light of the Soul — the Knower. Herein we
see the practical application of that universal principle of Philosophy
— that the mind is a mirror which reflects either the fires of passion
or the tranquil light of the Knower (the Spiritual Soul), the latter
being the real source of knowledge. Explanatory of this theme, then,
we find the following:

Before the Soul can see, the Harmony within must be attained, and fleshly eyes
be rendered blind to all illusion. . . .
Before the Soul can comprehend and may remember, she must unto the Silent
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Speaker be united, just as the form to which the clay is modeled, is first united
with the potter’s mind.

For then the soul will hear and will remember.

And then to the inner ear will speak —

THE VOICE OF THE SILENCE

The following maxim will be recognized as pertaining to the
groundwork of truth common to all religions:

Give up thy life if thou wouldst live.

This sentence is explained by a note as follows: ““ Give up the life of
physical personality if you would live in spirit.” Subjoined are other
quotations, needing little or no comment:

I through the Hall of Wisdom, thou wouldst reach the Vale of Bliss, Disciple,
close fast thy senses against the great dire heresy of separateness that weans thee
from the rest. . . .

Ere thy Soul's mind can understand, the bud of personality must be crushed
out; the worm of sense destroyed past resurrection. . . ..

Let thy Soul lend its ear to every cry of pain, like as the lotus bares its heart
to drink the morning sun.

Let not the fierce Sun dry one tear of pain before thyself hast wiped it from
the sufferer’s eye.

Before that path is entered, thou must destroy thy lunar body,* cleanse thy
mind-body and make clean thy heart. . . .

Strive with thy thoughts unclean before they overpower thee. Use them as
they will thee, for if thou sparest them and they take root and grow, know well
these thoughts will overpower and kill thee. Beware, Disciple, suffer not, e’en
though it be their shadow to approach. . . .

The pupil must regain the child-state he has lost, ere the first sound can fall
upon his ear. . . .

Search for the Paths. But, O Lanoo (disciple), be of clean heart before thou
startest on thy journey. Before thou takest thy first step learn to discern the
real from the false, the ever-fleeting from the everlasting. Learn above all to
separate Tead-learning from Soul-Wisdom, the “Eye” from the “ Heart”
doctrine. . . .

Mind is like a mirror; it gathers dust while it reflects. It needs the gentle
breezes of Soul-Wisdom to brush away the dust of our illusions. Seek, O Begin-
ner to blend thy Mind and Soul. . . .

Self-Knowledge is of loving deeds the child. . . .

To live to benefit mankind is the first step; to practise the six glorious virtues
is the second.

* The astral form produced by the Kdmic principle: the Kdma-riipa, or body of desire,
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Sufficient has now been quoted to show that the chief importance
of this book is in distinguishing between the true Path of Occultism
— Divine Wisdom — and those false roads that lead towards destruc-
tion. The true Path is characterized by compassion and the absence
of personal desire. It is the Way spoken of by all religious Teachers,
and leads to the Peace; its follower benefits all human-kind. The false
roads are those by which the deluded one strives to obtain knowledge
and power without first cleansing his heart and mind. He falls victim
to his weaknesses, which he has not overcome but merely sought to
evade. H. P. Blavatsky never flattered the desires of those who sought
knowledge from curiosity or any interested motive; but never denied
it to those who could fulfil the conditions under which Teachers must
teach. A few who have tried to evade these conditions have lost their
way in wildernesses of folly and self-deception; but the cause of true
Theosophy has even been protected by the wisdom and firmness of
H. P. Blavatsky.

“Twue SecrrT DocrrINE”

The Voice of the Silence has been mentioned in connexion with
the ethical aspect of the Teacher’s message, but in truth it is difficult
to divide that message under headings. For the Wisdom-Religion or
Secret Doctrine, of whose existence and significance she reminded the
modern world, is a synthesis of Knowledge, and such distinctions as
Fthics, Philosophy, Science, etc., pertain rather to the limitations of
our minds than to the nature of Knowledge. Since, however, these
limitations have to be recognized, we can pass on to a mention of The
Secret Doctrine as a work dealing more with the philosophical and
scientific aspects of the great question. And in The Secret Doctrine
again we have a piece of evidence that cannot be refuted and can only
temporarily be ignored.

The main thesis is to demonstrate the actual existence of that
ancient and universal body of Knowledge described as the Wisdom-
Religion of the Secret Doctrine and to reveal its character. As a
demonstration, and not as an assertion, the book therefore appeals to
the unprejudiced judgment of scholars, which is all that the author
asks of them. She states in her Preface that

These truths are in no sense put forward as a revelation; nor does the
author claim the position of a revealer of mystic lore now made public for the
first time in the world’s history. For what is contained in this work is to be found
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scattered throughout thousands of volumes embodying the scriptures of the great
Asiatic and early Tluropeans religions, hidden under glyph and symbol, and hither-
to left unnoticed because of this veil. What is now attempted is to gather the
oldest tenets together and to make of them one harmonious and unbroken whole.
The sole advantage which the writer has over her predecessors, is that she need
not resort to personal speculations and theories. For this work is a partial state-
ment of what she herself has been taught by more advanced students, supple-
mented, in a few details only, by the results of her own study and observation.

It is not possible within the limits at our disposal to give even an
adequate summary of the contents of these two large volumes. The
scope is vast and indeed infinite, and any one of the fifteen hundred
pages that may be selected at hazard will be found replete with details,
hints, and points of departure for side issues not followed up. Still
a rough outline may be attempted.

Volume I treats of Cosmogenesis, and Volume IT of Anthropo-
genesis. Herein we have a major twofold division of the subject into
the Universe and Man. As indicated by the titles, each of these topics
is treated as a process — an evolution, in fact. Yet how immeasur-
ably does the word “ evolution,” as thus used, transcend the meaning
given to it in modern science!

The main thesis of the book may be described as a demonstration
of the actuality of that body of knowledge called the * Secret Doc-
trine,” and sometimes the “ Wisdom-Religion,” or “ Occult Science ”’;
of its identity in all ages and lands; and of its preservation in the
records, symbolical, religious, etc., of all races and times. In the
accomplishment of this task the author has evinced an erudition and
scholarship which must surely be a marvel to the candid reader; for
she quotes from a multitude of sources, many of them rare and almost
inaccessible. In the extent of this erudition, as well as in the colossal
intellectual power manifested in its arrangement and interpretation,
we can but see the results of that training and instruction which, as
said above, H. P. Blavatsky’s single-minded devotion enabled her to
receive at the hands of her Teachers. Or, in other words, The Secret
Doctrine is standing evidence of the claim that such devotion is the
gateway to an illimitable knowledge and capacity.

Fach volume is subdivided into three parts; the first part in each
case being devoted to the interpretation of certain stanzas from the
“ Book of Dzyan,” an ancient work on the Esoteric Philosophy, not
contained in Furopean libraries, but whose teachings may be found,
in more or less altered and veiled form, scattered throughout Tibetan,










































































































































