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THE puty of the Theosophical Society is to keep alive in man his spiritual
intuition, — H. P. Blavatsky

H. P. BLAVATSKY ON THE MISSION OF THEOSOPHY:

by H. T. Edge, m. a.

5 d HIS quotation from H. P. Blavatsky is chosen for a
starting-point because it so aptly sums up her con-
ception of the purpose of the Society she founded.
The welfare of man is dependent on his recognition
X /<Ay of the Divinity of his essential nature; and when he

forgets this, he lapses into materialism. The Theosophical Society
was founded for the express purpose of preventing materialism from
proceeding to such lengths as to destroy civilization. Such move-
ments have been initiated, with the same object, many other times
in human history.

The word “ spiritual ” has unfortunately lost most of its meaning,
through being used in a vague theological sense, and through being
applied to things which are only psychic or astral. What it meant
in the mind of H. P. Blavatsky is shown by the following:

From the Theosophist must radiate those higher spiritual forces which alone
can regenerate his fellow-men.

Great powers are often the impediments to spiritual and right conceptions.

This is enough to show that the spiritual intuition meant is not of
the vague unpractical kind or of the vainglorious kind. And as to
intuition:

Nature gives up her innermost secrets and imparts true wisdom only to him
who seeks truth for its own sake and who craves knowledge in order to confer
benefits on others, not on his own unimportant personality.

In short, it is clear that by “ spiritual intuition ” H. P. Blavatsky
meant the will and the wisdom to do right and to live unselfishly. The
relation between spiritual and other powers is shown here:

Through Theosophy man’s mental and psychic growth will proceed in har-
mony with his moral improvement.

The order of words in this sentence unmistakably indicates that
the moral improvement gocs first; otherwise the order of the words
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would have been inverted. But in any case there is the most ample
evidence throughout H. P. Blavatsky’s writings that such was her
meaning; upon no point is she more insistent. This indeed makes
all the difference between Wisdom and false knowledge, or between
the use and abuse of faculties. Man’s whole life is a contest between
right motives and the impulsive forces of selfish desire; and when
the crisis comes, and he must choose definitely between these powers,
as to which shall rule in the future, there is danger that he will choose
wrongly and will make all his faculties subservient to desire. He thus
enters upon a path which leads him ever further from the light, and he
must either lose his Soul or painfully retrieve his steps. To guard
against this possibility, it is essential to have a firm moral basis; or,
in other words, to observe those Spiritual laws of nature which under-
lie all other laws.

The ancient doctrine, as thus stated, suggests a “ heresy ” — name-
ly, that mental and psychic development should be aimed at, in the
hope, or under the plea, that moral improvement will be the logical
sequel. This is proved both philosophically and by experience to be
wrong. The history of people who have tried to follow this path is
one of self-undoing and self-deception, ending in catastrophe. Per-
haps the fault is licentiousness. Having failed to overcome this, yet
loath to follow the beaten path of profligacy, seeking to gratify at
once their desires and their self-respect, they at last take refuge in an
unholy alliance of sanctity and indulgence, and deify their passions.
Thus have been invented many profligate and licentious cults, since
the world began, and instances of such we see in our day. Or perhaps
the obstacle is love of approbation. This motive has, let us say, been
lurking behind every thought and deed of the aspirant to knowledge;
and instead of being rooted up, has been suffered to grow. At last
it waxes strong enough to overthrow all better motives, and the aspir-
ant forsakes the path of duty and enters on a career of self-glorifica-
tion. But “ the Devil drives a hard bargain,” and the career is short-
lived and full of tribulation. Desperate expedients are resorted to,
in order to secure the coveted adulation, so necessary to life. Vanity,
grown inordinate, warps the judgment and blinds the eyes to what
otherwise would be obvious folly. In this way many wild and weird
gospels have been preached, since time began; and such again are
heard in our own day.

Theosophy is intended to benefit individuals and races; hence it
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teaches the eternal truth that moral principle always has the first place.
Important and excellent are the Spiritual powers in man, about
which we have the following:

The Spirit in man — the direct ray of the Universal Spirit-—has at last
awakened.,

Let once man’s immortal spirit take possession of the temple of his body, and
his own divine humanity will redeem him.

The Theosophist must himself be a center of spiritual action.

The powers and forces of animal nature can be used by the selfish and revenge-
ful, as much as by the unselfish and all-forgiving; the powers and forces of
Spirit lend themselves only to the perfectly pure in heart — and this is DIvIng
Macrc.

It has been said that sacrifice is the only real deed that man does.
On such occasions the real Man comes forth and acts. The mind
realizes that human nature contains something that is better than
personal desire. And the deed is done in fulfilment of this higher
incentive. We have had about enough of the doctrine that desire rules
the world and is the final law of life. It is nothing of the sort; such
a universal strife and struggle could but end in universal destruction.
But it is easy to discern in nature the law of sacrifice, if we only look
for it. Those who aspire to spiritual powers, said the Teacher, must
be ready to recognize this fundamental law; otherwise their efforts
will result merely in the intensification of their own weaknesses. The
psychic, in alliance with the passional, is a terrible foe to man. More-
over, H. P. Blavatsky's message was for humanity; and the uproot-
ing of selfishness is the only medicine for society. The development of
psychic powers is no way to uproot selfishness.

To merit the honorable title of Theosophist, one must be an altruist above all,
one ever ready to help equally foe or friend, to act rather than to speak, and to
urge others to action while never losing an opportunity to work himself.

Altruism is an integral part of self-development.

The one terrible and only cause of the disturbance of Harmony is Selfishness.

Theosophy gives to every sincere man or woman an ideal to live for.

Theosophy is the quintessence of duty.

Theosophy is the most serious movement of this age.

Theosophy has to inculcate ethics.

Theosophy leads to action — enforced action, instead of mere intention and
talk.

Theosophy teaches self-abnegation, but does not teach rash and useless self-
sacrifice, nor does it justify fanaticism.

The Theosophical idea of charity means personal exertion for others,
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The above quotations, which are but a few samples from an ex-
haustless mine, show beyond doubt H. P. Blavatsky’s purpose, and
also the source of her heroic strength. She surely was endowed with
Spiritual powers. And these are the powers to be coveted by the aspir-
ant to enlightenment. And what man or woman, who has felt the
gloom and airlessness of self-satisfaction, the hopelessness of the pur-
suit of mere personal happiness, and who at times has glimpsed the
nobler diviner possibilities of life, could be attracted by those ideals
of self-development which only add to the burden of self-conscious-
ness and shut the personality off more than ever from its unity with
the race? The Divine Harmony is the only goal that will satisfy; and
Duty, rather than pleasure, is the guide.

The Spiritual Intuition of humanity is indeed in need of being kept
alive, if it is not to be strangled by the pursuit of false ideals. We
see individuals and nations losing all that is of real and lasting value,
in order to grasp things which they cannot keep and whose value is
fictitious and uncertain. Balzac said that the only things which gave
life and vigor to individuals and to nations were great ideals, whereas
nearly everybody was absorbed in himself and the age had become
“utilitarian.” It is a common enough saying, and we can hear 1t
preached anywhere; but how about the remedy? Mere exhortations
will not suffice. The Theosophical movement is a titanic force poured
into modern society and it touches life at all points, awakening man to
new activity on every plane. It is an intellectual force as well as a
moral force — and the two are really one, when each is sublimated.

The Theosophical Society will permeate the great mass of intelligent people
with its noble ideals.

The ethics of Theosophy are the essence and cream of the wotld’s ethics.

Theosophy alone can eradicate the selfishness ingrained in Western nations.

These quotations show what H. P. Blavatsky thought of the mis-
sion of Theosophy, and the following show how strongly she insisted
on altruism as the indispensable quality of the aspirant to Wisdom.

Sel{-Knowledge is of loving deeds the child.

We have never attained or even understood the powers of the human heart.

Self-sacrifice is the highest standard of Theosophy.

It is not by studying Occultism for selfish ends, for the gratification of one’s
personal ambition, pride, or vanity, that one can ever reach the true goal — that
of helping suffering humanity.

Compassion is the Law of Laws — eternal harmony.
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To feel ““ Compassion” without an adequate practical result is not Altruism.

The first of the Theosophical duties is to do onc’s duty by all men.

For every flower of love and charity you plant in your neighbor’s garden, a
loathsome weed will disappear from your own.

There is no happiness for one who is ever thinking of self and forgetting all
other selves.

The duty — let alone happiness — of every Theosophist is certainly to help
others to carry their burden.

A Theosophist should gain the wisdom to help others effectually, not blindly.

The human heart has not yet fully uttered itself.

If unable to toil for humanity, work for the few who need your help.

The principle of Brotherhood is one of the eternal truths that govern the
world’s progress.

Step out of sunlight into shade to make more room for others.

The dynamic force that alone can move the world is Divine Com-
passion, with its twin, Divine Intelligence; and each one of these two
evokes the other. Theosophy wages war against ignorance and mis-
taken beliefs, as well as against want of heart. Theosophy can stand
by a man in that bitterness of soul when all life seems a cruel mockery
— a crisis that comes to every man of feeling, whatever his circum-
stances. This travail of the soul is like the pangs of a new birth; and
though we may rebel, we can endure it and pass safely through it, if
we know that back of the storm-clouds there shines the eternal light
of the Spirit — our very Self which is striving to reveal itself to the
tottering mind.

Thus Theosophy is an invincible power, for it must touch men'’s
hearts everywhere, and influence permanently even those who at first
reject it. For the truth strikes home and is recognized. And Theo-
sophy will survive all its counterfeits that are trying to live on it and
exploit its benefits; for the.latter are very mortal, while the truth
is immortal. Finally let us give the following quotation from H. P.
Blavatsky:

Do you not think there must be something very noble, very exalted, very true,
behind the Society, when the leaders and the founders of the movement still con-
tinue to work for it with all their strength? They sacrifice to it all comfort, all
worldly prosperity and stccess, even to their good name and reputation, to receive
in return incessant and ceaseless obloquy, relentless persecution, untiring slander,
constant ingratitude and misunderstanding of their best efforts, blows and buffets
from all sides — when by simply dropping their work they would find themselves
immediately released from every responsibility, shielded from every further attack.
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POMPEIL: by C. J. Ryan

HE unexpected discovery of the ancient harbor of Pompetii,
which has quickly followed the wonderful discoveries in the

last few months. Vesuvius, that terrible monster that shook
itself out of an age-long sleep one day and overwhelmed the
gay city, is again an object of apprehension. According to Professor
Alessandro Malladra, of the Vesuvius Observatory, the daring ex-
plorer of the interior of the smoking crater, the signs point to the fact
that a new period of eruption has begun which will probably not end
without a violent outbreak.

While the excavation of Pompeii is steadily going on, that of its
sister city of Herculaneum has languished, but recent reports say that
Herculaneum is now to be thoroughly explored. The cost will be
great, for it is buried deeply beneath about one hundred feet of ex-
tremely hard volcanic tufa. Shafts sunk in 1684 led to the discovery
of a few statues and columns of great beauty, but the work was so
costly and difficult that it was soon abandoned. In 1748 the excava-
tors were accidentally attracted to the easier digging of the softer
material under which Pompetii is buried, though no one knew the name
or the importance of the remains they had hit upon. Within seven
years 738 pictures, some of great interest, 350 statues, and 1647 other
objects were recovered and placed in the Royal Museum at Naples,
and from that time, with short intermissions, the work has never
ceased.

Vesuvius, to which we owe both the destruction and preservation
of Pompeii and Herculaneum, had been peaceful for many centuries
before the great eruption of 79 A. p. In fact, though the volcanic na-
ture of Calabria was well known, Vesuvius was supposed to be quite
extinct. Strabo, in 25 A.p., described it as clothed with fertile soil
right up to the nearly level summit, which he says was stony and appar-
ently at some distant time had been subjected to the action of fire (Bk.
v, chap iv, §8). The slopes were overgrown by luxuriant vegetation
and the wooded landscape was a fit retreat for the gods. The beauty
of the view from the top was extolled by Tacitus, who speaks of the
succession of picturesque towns which stretched for miles along the
shores of the bay (Aun. iv, 67). Spartacus, the revolted gladiator,
and his band of ten thousand slaves, took refuge in the fastnesses of
the sleeping crater in 73 B. c., and descended from its shelter upon the
praetor Claudius Pulcher to destroy his camp and defeat his troops.
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With the tremendous outbreak of 79 A. . the scene was completely
changed. Since its first taste of blood within the historic period the
fiery giant, Vesuvius, has not long been content without fresh victims.
Till about 1130 A.D. there were frequent and severe eruptions, but
after that time there appear to have been five centuries of comparative
quiet. In 1631 it again broke out with great violence, and has contin-
ued to be more or less active ever since. Owing to its quiescence in
antique times it is not remarkable that the classic poets did not associ-
ate it with supernatural terrors, but during the Middle Ages supersti-
tious fears arose, and the belief became general that in its fires and
smoke the boundary of hell was visibly advanced among the living.
Legends related that the wicked were sometimes plunged into its sul-
phureous abysses almost before the breath had left their bodies, and
when any prominent and wealthy sinner died the peasantry declared
that its flames belched forth with extra fury.

The great earthquake of February 63 A. v., which partially wrecked
Pompeii, was the first premonition of danger, and it came as an aston-
ishing surprise to the inhabitants, who were only accustomed to slight
shocks in the summertime, if at all. For some time they were doubt-
ful whether it was worth while to repair the damages, but after a while,
finding that all was quiet, they set to work with vigor, and the private
houses and most of the public buildings were all rebuilt when the final
catastrophe came and put an end to their labors.

Pompeii is about twenty-one miles from Naples, and stands on
rising ground surrounded by a fertile plain, and close to the navigable
stream Sarno. The ancient road leading from the direction of Rome

is very impressively bordered by large
and handsome tombs of Pompeiian
notables for a long distance from the
city, which is entered by the unimpos-
ing Gate of Herculaneum. Several
of the highways which leave the city
- in other directions are also lined with
el tombs, and future excavations will
probably show that all the roads were
decorated in the same way. The an-
cients looked upon the memorials of death with more wholesome feel-
ings than we do.

Upon entering the city the twentieth century seems to vanish, and
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one seems to be living in the days of the early Roman Empire. Its
decline and fall are far off in the future; the Rome of Nero has just
been destroyed by fire, the Colosseum and the Arch of Titus are in
process of building; Christianity, then
merely another insignificant Oriental
sect among many, has made no impres-
sion upon the world, and the checkered
centuries of barbarism, of change and
revival, which we conceitedly fancy the
most important of all human periods
— the Middle Ages and their modern
successors — are still in the mysterious
womb of Time. 'The great Egyptian
civilization is outwardly firm and will
last several hundred years, though its
vitality has gone, and the Sacred Mys-
teries will be at least formally celebrated

: in Greece for many generations. The
modernity of Pompeii is startling. Tt has lain wrapped in an en-
chanted sleep awaiting the spade of the excavator for its awakening
to what is almost a rc-embodiment, at lcast in outward appearance.

The history of Pompcii is a brief, and until its last years, an un-
eventful one. The city owes its small measure of importance to
its defensible position and its situation near the mouth of the Sarno
river. It was the port of the neighboring towns in the interior.
Mythology says that Campania, once peopled by giants, was colonized
by Hercules. Whatever historical foundation this may have, we are
first on firm ground when we hear of its conquest by the Samnites,
the previous inhabitants having been Oscans, Etruscans, and Pelas-
gians. About the third century B. c. it was conquered by Rome, and
for a while it increased in wealth and population, equipping itself
with handsome public buildings and fine houses. Pompeii took sides
against Rome in the Social War of 91-88 . c. and endured a long
siege under Sulla. After its fall, Sulla partially dismantled the forti-
fications, but for some unknown reason did not severely punish the
inhabitants. Stabiae, its neighbor to the south, was razed to the
ground, and Pompeii succeeded to its trade, flourishing exceedingly
until the first stroke of disaster, the earthquake of 63 A.p. The
whole of Campania suffered from this, but the heaviest blows fell
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upon Pompeii and Herculaneum; the Roman Senate seriously con-
sidered whether Pompeii should be allowed to rebuild. In spite of the
rapid restorations that were finally carried out, the traces of the
earthquake are very clear. The temples and other colonnaded build-
ings suffered most severely. When the last day came the Forum
was still an area of rebuilding; the Temple of Apollo was just fin-
ished; but the great Temple of Jupiter was in complete ruin. Many
of the private houses show a curious juxtaposition of the old and the
new, and nearly every building was covered with fresh stucco to dis-
guise the repairs, and decorated anew in what is called the Fourth
or Intricate Style of painting. Though its life was very short, this
late style is what is generally associated with the name Pompeiian,
for most of the earlier work had perished, being replaced by the
newer, lighter, and more fanciful designs.

The general plan of Pompeii was an irregular oval; its walls
were about five kilometers (3 miles) in circumference; they con-
tained eight gates, two still covered. The arrangement of the streets
is fairly regular, the principal thoroughfares crossing at right angles
or nearly so. Though the streets are narrow from a modern stand-
point, the city is a good example of rational town-planning. Mer-
cury Street, the widest, is only 32 feet wide. This want of breadth
was probably not considered important in view of the shade obtained
thereby, and there must have been need to economize space within the
confining walls. The streets were carefully paved and had sidewalks
and stepping-stones for use when they were flooded with rushing
water. In some of the principal thoroughfares wheeled traffic was
not permitted. Sixteen hundred years later the streets of Paris and
London were in far worse condition, though rather wider, than those
of Pompeii.

As the stores are exposed to view, the various trades of their
occupiers are frequently traced by means of painted signs, tools, re-
mains of food, etc. Several taverns and wine-shops have been found
with heating apparatus for providing the warm drinks so popular with
the Romans. The inns were not of a high class because the wealthy
traveler expected to stay at his own villas, of which he would have
several, or be entertained at a friend’s house. Cicero had a villa here.
Next to the fascination of being able to walk in the actual streets of
a town of antiquity, so marvelously fossilized for our study and enjoy-
ment, comes the possibility of examining a multitude of the small ob-
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jects of everyday life constantly being discovered. By means of these
we have proved that the ancients had nearly all the conveniences and
most of the luxuries of a modern city. In fact, the people of even such
a second rate place as Pompeii had far more comforts and means of
satisfying the artificial desires of a complex civilization than the in-
habitants of large cities during the Middle Ages and later. The list
of trades and occupations is a very long one. It includes all the essen-
tial trades such as building, carpentering, pottery-making, tailoring,
shoemaking, tanning, laundrying, furniture-making, baking, carriage-
making, barbering, and dyeing. Banking was a well-established busi-
ness, and there were numerous goldsmiths, fruit and poultry mer-
chants, fishermen, muleteers, porters, and apprentices. Pompeii was
famous for its fish-sauces. Olive oil was manufactured in the vicinity;
the farm-villa at Bosco Reale, where one hundred and three silver vases
were recently found, has a complete plant for this purpose. Among
the tools which fill the cases of the Naples Museum a number of very
modern-looking surgical instruments in bronze are conspicuous.

The Forum was, of course, the focus and center of the life of the
city. It was surrounded by colonnades and dominated by temples, and
decorated by numerous statues. Near the Ilorum were the markets,
one of which, the Macellum, was a magnificent building, containing
Carrara marble columns and statues, and walls painted with scenes
from Homer and the classical mythology. At the west end of the
Forum stands the Basilica, the center of the legal and administrative
activities. It is the largest and one of the earliest buildings in Pom-
peii. It is one hundred and eighty feet long and eighty feet wide.
Twenty-eight handsomely painted Tonic columns, over thirty-three feet
high divide the interior into a nave and two side aisles with a space
at each end. Pompeii had a splendid water supply, and three large
public bathing establishments have been found. These baths are in
far better preservation than those in Rome, and, although they are on
a smaller scale, it is from them that we have derived accurate know-
ledge of the methods of heating and other interesting details of these
characteristically Roman buildings.

The temples of Pompeii are more interesting historically than aes-
thetically. The temple called (without any foundation) after Hercules,
in the Triangular Forum, near the two Theaters, is in the pure Greek
Doric style, andis very old, but, unfortunately, there is very little left
of it. It stands upon a commanding site and when perfect must have


































































































































































