




















































































































ALCHEMY 329

Required astrological correspondences in the operations.

Used mercury as the basis for preparing the philosopher’s stone.

Believed that gold develops slowly from other metals.

Associated immortality with asceticism.

Taught that all things were generated by the interaction of *“ mas-
culine ” and “ feminine ” potencies.

Believed in the Elixir of Life.

These are indeed remarkable analogies, and we have no doubt the
said society has, in the course of its lectures, brought to light many
more such analogies, drawn from sources neither Furopean nor
Chinese. For alchemy was indeed a branch of ancient knowledge and,
as such, is to be found widely spread among the nations which, at the
present day, represent the results of the scattering and confusion of
races that took place in olden times.

These facts would certainly seem to invalidate certain “ theories’
which we shall find elaborated at considerable length, if we turn to the
learned repositories of universal information in search of knowledge
about alchemy. Whether such authorities do or do not know anything
about it, need not be argued, as it is never necessary to prove a self-
evident proposition; and the fact that we close the volume with confu-
sion superadded to our previous darkness is enough. Possibly a larger
proportion of facts and a smaller modicum of speculation would have
conduced a more enlightening result.

Alchemy came to Europe from the Fast, so it is not surprising
that it should be found to have flourished in the quarter whence it
came. Did it come originally from China, or did it go to China from
some other source? The problem is similar to that concerning many
other ancient things, such as chess and cards, creation and deluge
myths, geometrical symbols, etc. It is a question of historical re-
search, aided by an unprejudiced mind, and unhampered by a desire to
establish any particular historical, scientific, or theological theory.

’1

Had not Diocletian burned the esoteric works of the Egyptians in 296, together
with their books on alchemy — “ wepl xupels dpyvpov kal xprood”’; Caesar 700,000
rolls at Alexandria, and Ieo Isaurus 300,000 at Constantinople (8th century) ; and
the Mohammedans all they could lay their sacrilegious hands on — the world might
know more today of Atlantis than it does. For Alchemy had its birthplace in
Atlantis during the Fourth Race, and had only its renaissance in Egypt. — The
Secret Doctrine, Vol. II, p. 763, note,

1. Theory, “hypothesis, speculations”; from fedofa:, *to see.” Webster. (!)








































































AN APPEAL TO ABOLISH CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 353

In behalf of all the members of the WirriaM Quax Jupce CLus, among whom
are represented nine different nations.
Huserr Dunn

Censor

Approved: KarueriNg TiNGLEY MontAcUuE A. MACHELL
Foundress-Directress President

Iverson 1. Harris, Jr.
Secretary

Réja-Yoga College, Point Loma, California, April 2, 1914,

AN APPEAL

To His EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR,
Sacramento, California.

Dear Sir:

The members of the Woman’s International Theosophical League (unsecta-
rian, humanitarian) of Point Loma, California, associated with other Leagues
throughout the world under the Leadership of Madame Katherine Tingley, their
Foundress-Directress, and organized to protect the homes and to safeguard the
interests of civic and national life and harmonious international relations, at a
meeting of the Council of said League on this date, March 31, 1914, do hereby
adopt the following resolutions:

WHEREAS: We learn that the fate of J. Allen and Ralph Fariss and others now
in San Quentin penitentiary legally condemned to death, is in your hands and
their cry for mercy is in your heart; and know that the influence of your
decision is a responsibility that will react upon many lives and that it will
be far-reaching and potent in its effects for good or ill; and

Wurreas: We hold that, in view of the tie of human brotherhood as a fact in
Nature, we, as intrinsic parts of the body politic, enjoying its rights, also
share in the responsibility of its wrongs; and that, in the eyes of the Higher
Law, we also share in the guilt of evil-doers who may be more blindly led
and more sorely tempted than we ourselves, through the influence of environ-
ing conditions for which we hold that we are, in part, responsible; and

WaEREAS: We believe that nothing which is morally wrong should be considered
legally right; that the common law should be an instrument not of destruc-
tion but of #mstruction and that its mission should be not to destroy but to
fulfil; that no beneficent purpose can be served, either for the men now con-
demned or for others in like case or for Society, by thus cutting short the
lives of these unfortunate men and removing them by force from the School
in which Nature has placed them, but that, on the contrary, in so doing we
miserably shirk a sacred responsibility and cruelly deprive them of whatever
opportunities for improvement this life might otherwise have to offer; and

WrErREas: We hold that all men have the God-given right to correct their mis-















