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You would not rightly call him happy who possesses much: far better does 
11e claim the name of " happy man" who knows how to use wit11 wisdom 
heaven's gifts, and how to bear the pinch of poverty; who dreads dishonor 
more than death. - Horace, Odes, iv, 9. 

THE MEANING OF LIFE AND THE NATURE 
OF DEITY: by H. T. Edge, M. A. 

N the review columns of a daily paper recently ap- I peared the review of a book on " The Meaning of 
Life "; and although we have not the original, there 
is enough in the quoted passages and the reviewer's re- 
marks to furnish material for interesting comment. 

The question, " What is the meaning of life? " is not exactly new 
and original, but it can truly be said that more people are asking that 
question today than ever before in the history of our present civiliza- 
tion; so greatly has the consciousness of our humanity become in- 
tensified in the rush of life. Moreover there is, as the writer of the 
book says, a reaction from the ignoring of the question. 

Who will answer the question for us?  asks the author. " Not the 
Pope, nor the Archbishop of Canterbury, nor the Chief Rabbi. They 
know no more about the matter than we do." The sciences cannot 
give it us either, he thinks; and suggests that we build our faith on 
philosophy. H e  points out that, great as are the victories of science 
in the material world, the processes by which these victories have 
been achieved are purely mental. Hence mind comes before matter; 
and he concludes, in words like those so often used by H. P. Blavatsky 
and her students of Theosophy: 

Thought, spirit, mind, are the ultimate realities, not matter and the atom. 
. . . . So far as I have any share in Reason and Intelligence, I belong to the 
spiritual order, and have some communion with the Divine Spirit. Therefore 
though my body decays, my soul does not. 

Clerk Maxwell, that physicist and mathematician of unsurpassed 



2 THE THEOSOPHICAL PATH 

keenness and clearness of insight, is cited as having come to the con- 
clusion, on scientific grounds, that there is intelligence controlling 
Nature, which shows, in our opinion, that he was to that extent a true 
man of science. 

He said: 
W e  may learn that those aspirations after accuracy in measurement arid justice 

in action, which we reckon among our noblest attributes as men, are ours because 
they are essential constituents of the image of Him, who in the beginning created 
not only the heavens and the earth, but the materials out of which heaven and 
earth consist. - British Association Address, 1873. 

Next come the author's difficulties about the nature of Deity, 
and the ancient problem of reconciling mercy with omnipotence. 
Says the author: 

W e  can allow that He is all-benevolent; we can even say that He is om- 
niscient, though with some necessary limitations. But there is one thing we can- 
not affirm. We cannot say that He  is omnipotent. Over against Good stands 
Evil. Over against God stands the opposition of Matter. 

This doctrine, according to the author, invites Inan "to help God 
. . . to accomplish something helpful to raise humanity to higher 
levels." And Dean Mansell is quoted as follows: 

How is the existence of Evil compatible with that of an infinitely perfect 
Being? For if He  wills it, He  is not infinitely good; and if He  wills it not, 
His Will is thwarted and his sphere of action limited. 

On this we would remark that, since the author has invited us to 
consult philosophy, we would recommend him to take his own advice 
and to study more deeply the thoughts which the great philosophers of 
all ages have recorded on these subjects. He  seems, however, to be 
discussing the subject de novo, which is rather common in these days 
when the thoughts that used to find expression in private diaries can 
so readily be put into print. Many books that see the light are really 
little more than students' daily records of progress or landmarks in the 
history of a mind's development. Still the system is not without its 
advantages, for the readers to whom such writings appeal are not 
those who have read the philosophers, and also the style of the writing * 

is more on their own plane. 
Of course mind and thought are prior to matter, for the contrary 

supposition is intenable. W e  must always start our philosophy with 
our own consciousness, for what elseacan we do? Are we to begin 












































































































































