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. . . As regards the change in the rising and the setting of the sun and of
the other heavenly bodies; for at that time they rose at the very place where
they now set, and contrariwise. . . . During one cycle the god rules, informs,
and rotates the globe; but when its revolutions chall have run their full course
thus, the god changes its motion by {reeing it, and it then, being a living being
and having a share of intelligence from the god, by necessity revolves backwards.

Statesman, Plato, 269

THE LAW OF CYCLES: by H. T. Edge, M. a.

. . . distinctive tendencies of civilization at work, putting forward new claims,
indicating new paths, and entirely reversing the whole trend of life.

HESE words, met with in a magazine article, will serve
as a text or starting-point for subsequent remarks,
just as they served to suggest and inspire the subject.
Vs ¥ SN The fact is now palpable.th'f\t ht?manity is rounding
.k‘_‘*.,{fj?z‘&‘ one of the great corners in its history. Only a few
years ago we might still have been in doubt as to this fact, but we
can hardly be so any longer, so great and rapid are the changes now
going on. And when a course which for a long while has been
nearly straight approaches the corner which is to lead it in a new
direction, the rate of curvature becomes accelerated; more changes
take place in each succeeding year than in the year before it. Every
department of speculation and activity shares in the movement. New
discoveries are made, inventions multiply themselves and transform
our habits, the religious world is upheaved, great movements are in-
augurated, ideas on every subject change. Old landmarks disap-
pear, and we begin to question the very foundations of ancient faiths
and to seek new principles whereon to build a nobler superstructure.
Nor is the movement merely local or national; it is world-wide. And
this last constitutes one of the greatest features of the transforma-
tion; for never in the known history of mankind was the human race
so woven together as now. The consequences will be tremendous.
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To find another such transformation we must go far back in
history. We can trace various movements at different epochs, but it
is difficult to decide their relative importance or to what extent they
are comparable to the present movement. Some 1500 years ago the
western Roman Empire broke up. At an intervening time there was
the Renaissance; and so one might go on speculating.

The “law of cycles” is a most important item of the Theosophical
teachings. Number and numbers underlie the whole plan of the
universe; and cycles result from the application of numerical laws to
time. We are all familiar with certain common natural cycles, but
a study of Theosophy greatly extends the range of this subject. The
two most familiar cycles are those of the day and the year. They
are determined by celestial movements and they influence all nature,
including our own. These two cycles alone may serve to acquaint us
with not a few fundamental principles which we may afterwards
apply on a larger scale. The course of a single day of twenty-four
hours is like a circle; and as we trace its curve, we recede from the
starting-point and then return towards it. But the succession of days
also builds up the year, and this has the effect of turning our circle
into a spiral curve (or helix), which does not return to the same
point but only to a similar point. Fach new dawn brings us back
to the beginning of a day, but also carries us a little way along the
greater circle of the year. The two curves together combine into a
vortex, which is the shape that is formed when one takes a spiral
wire spring and bends it round into a circle: each little circle repre-
sents a day, and the whole large circle represents the year. This vor-
tical curve gives us the key to the general plan of cyclic evolution.
It seems unlikely that the process thus traced in two of its degrees
should either begin with the day or end with the year; one would
expect rather that the day itself should be similarly compounded of
a smaller cycle, and that the year should similarly generate a larger
cycle; and so on, both ways, indefinitely. And the ancient teachings
declare this to be the fact. Yet we use an artificial hour, made by
dividing the day exactly into twenty-four parts, instead of a natural
hour contained unevenly in the day just as the day is contained un-
evenly in the year. We do not know what the natural hour is, or even
whether there is one; but it may be remarked that the moon traverses
its own diameter (in its revolutionary motion) in about an hour.
Similarly we have no larger natural cycles than the year, unless in-















































































































































































































