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THEY leave at length the nether gloom, and stand 
Before the portals of a better land ; 
, , 1 o happier plains they come and fairer groves, 
The seats of those whom Heaven, benignant, loves ; 
A brighter clay, a bluer ether, spreads 
Its lucid depths above their favored heads; 
And, purged from mists that veil our earthly skies, 
Shine suns and stars unseen by mortal eyes.- Vergil 

FACTS AND FANCIES ABOUT REINCARNATION: 
by H. T. Edge, M. A. 

N the Progressive Thinker, Chicago, July 3d, is an 
article on " Reincarnation and Spiritual Evolution," 
which is part of a controversy between an advocate of 
a doctrine on this subject and an inquirer. This par- , ticular article is a reply of the latter to the former; and 

in the absence of the other parts of the controversy, we can make but 
little out of this part. The writer, however, ends by propounding a 
set of questions, and by declaring that he seeks answers to them, not 
in a spirit of contention but in the sincere desire for information; and 
he says he would like them answered by "any Theosophist." In at- 
tempting to answer these questions, we find ourselves in a difficulty, 
because we do not understand them. I t  is clear that they refer to some 
theory combining spiritisin with some form of belief in reincarnation 
and with something that has been called Theosophy; but being quite 
unfamiliar with this theory, we find the terminology used in the ques- 
tions has no meaning for us ; and it will be admitted that no one can . 
answer a question until he knows what the question means. For ex- 
ample, we are asked: " What is the difference between a spirit and a 
spirit body?" These two terms are obviously expressions used by 
the advocate of this theory to denote certain views which he advocates ; 
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but to us, who have not heard those views, they convey no meanii~g, 
and we are unable to answer the question. Again, when the questiot~ 
concerns the alleged reunion of families in the spirit-world, we have 
to confess ourselves equally in the dark. 'l'lie best we can do, there- 
fore, is to give a brief outline of the only doctrine of Reillcarnation 
with which we are familiar - that taught by t T .  P. Rlavatslcy and 
William Q. Judge, the Founder of the Theosophical Society and her 
immediate successor in the Leadership of that Society, arid accepted 
by Theosophists as an essential part of the Theosophical teachings as 
originally given and as still promulgated. And, as far as possible, wc 
nlay base our remarks on the cjuestions which the incluil-er propounds. 

T o  the question: " Is  tliere on record a scientific det~ionqtratcd 
case of reincarnation of a human spirit," \ve reply that such matters 
do not come within the scope of inotlern science, but that t h i ~  circluil- 
stance is no reason for rejecting the doctrine of Reincasnntion. O i ~ c  
has to take the ~vorld as one finds it and to endeavor to understand the 
problems of life to the best of one's ability by the use of one's intuition, 
reason, and other faculties. There is no scientific proof for any doc- 
trine concerning the destiny of the soul and the state of nlau aftcr 
death. The proof of sucll mysteries nlust be sought in a cultivation 
of our inner factllties; and until our eyes are 01)ened to the truth, we 
have to rest content with an intellectual acceptance of the most reason- 
able belief - which is undoubtedly that of Reincarnation as taught 
by H. P. Blavatsky. 'I'heosophists cannot be held responsible for the 
state of ignorance in which present-day hunianity finds itself with re- 
gard to the mysteries of life and death, nor for the inadequacy of 
science to furnish anything which it regards as proof relating to these 
mysteries. On the contrary, 'I'heosophists should be commended for 
their endeavors to give a satisfactory explanation of the problenls of 
life and to relieve that ignorance; and we owe a great debt of grati- 
tude to H. P. Blavatsky for bringing us the teaching of Reincarnation 
and for  striving so hard to set our feet on the path of knowledge. 

As these questions contain continual references to " spirits " and 
their supposed status between and during incarnations, it will be well 
to define the Theosophical teaching as to the reincarnating entity. 

' 

That which incarnates is not the (so-called) personal man; the per- 
sonality is built ,up during one period of earth-life, froni infancy on- 
wards, being composed of the experiences and rnernories accumulated 
during that period. Siniilarly, the personality decomposes after the 
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decease of the body. That part of man which is permanent, and which 
eventually acquires a new body and develops a new personality in its 
next earth-life, is the Individuality, the true Self or Ego. In our 
present usual state of ignorance we find ourselves unable to form any 
adequate conception of the nature of the true Self or Ego when strip- 
ped of all its earthly and personal belongings. 

The next thing to say is that the doctrine of Reiiicarnation, as 
taught by H.  P. Rlavatsky, has naturally been utilized by various peo- 
ple as a basis for speculations and teachings of their own. 'l'his was 
what any man of the world would expect; for in this world every new 
and valuable thing is always thus exploited. Hence we find of course 
several different forms of Reincarnation, mingled with several dif- 
ferent kinds of spiritism, often labeled with the name of Theosophy; 
and in short there are but few of the nlany systems of " occult- 
ism," '' spiritism," " psychism," and new cosiilic religions in gen- 
eral, which do not contain as part of their make-up a few frag- 
ments borrowed from the teachings of H. P. Blavatsky. For such, 
of course, Theosophists cannot be held responsible; on the contrary, 
it will be understood that Theosophists and Theosophy suffer a wrong, 
just as American commerce and reputation suffers a wrong when 
worthless goods are sold in Europe under the label of "American." 
We find ourselves under the necessity of rejecting the fallacies put 
forward under the name of Theosophy, while at  the same time defend- 
ing Theosophy itself. Reverting now to the topic of Reincarnation, 
we must point out that some people have sought to introduce a doctrine 
more conformable to human weaknesses and longings - a more " com- 
forting " doctrine - a modified form of Reincarnation, adapted to the 
views of some spiritists; and naturally the principal feature of such 
doctrines is that it is possible for living people to communicate with the 
disembodied spirits of their departed relatives and friends. This par- 
ticular idea is specially and strenuously combatted by H .  P. Blavatsk~ 
in her exposition of the doctrine of Reincarnation (see The Key to 
Theosophy, and many other writings). Such a belief is likely to lead 
to spiritistic practices of a very deleterious kind; and this remark 
leads directly on to our next point, as follows. 

Man does not die all at  once, but after the death of the body, there 
is a second death, For, although the fact of his death must result in 
the separation of his principles, and the return of the Ego to its state 
of Spiritual consciousness, that process is somewhat retarded by the 
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slow disintegrative lorces of nature. In other words therc is a brief 
survival of the personality in a disen~hodied form, the lower principles 
of the nian being held in coherence by the astral body, which has not 
yet disintegrated. The ancients were aware of this fact of the tem- 

( (  porary survival of the " shade" or spook," and always performed 
purificatory rites for the purpose of protecting both the living and the 
dead froin the dangers incident to this conditioii. Certain forms of 
black magic (necromancy) were concerned wit11 the evocation of 
shades and spooks from the astral realms in order to conllnunicate 
as oracles with the living; but such practices were condemned as 
dangerous and even unclean. Jlodel-n sl)iritisiil has innocently re- 
vived some of these practices, and hence the danger of ii~ctliutnshi]~ 
and siances, to which H. P. Blavatslcy so frequently called attention. 
Such entities, being devoid of the higher parts of human nature, are 
conscienceless and have only an automatic intelligence - sufticient, 
however, to produce, in conjunction with the subconscious Inemory of 
the sitters, certain phenomena which scientific investigators, and even 
ordinary people, mistake for coi~irnunications frorn the deceased. 

W e  repeat - that the perso~zalitjl of Inan does not live on in the 
spirit-world and cannot be sunllnoned thcncc to conlnlunicate wit11 the 
living; and that any attempted evocation can but result in an opening 
of the door to undesirable and vampirizing entities froill those regions 
where the astral remnants of man's lower nature are undergoing their 
natural decay - a danger to which eminent physicians have recently 
directed our serious attention. This leads us to say sometliing about 
the nature of personality, i~zdividuality, and melnory. 

I t  has often been asked why we do not rerncn~ber our past incarna- 
tions. To  answer this, we must first distinguish between grreqlrory and 
recollectio~z. Memory is the stored-up record of experiences, and rc- 
collection is the bringing back of nlerliories into our present conscious- 
ness. Hence the inemory of our past lives may be all stored up in 
some part of our nature, and yet we nlay be incapable of bi-ingiilg it 
back to recollection. This incapacity, however, is not to he wondered 
at. The experiences of our last life took place in an entirely different 
body, with a different bmi~z. They were not carried over as co~zsciozis 

' 

recollections into this life at all; and upon the page of our infantile 
brain-mind were speedily written the gathered experiences pertaining 
to our present life. From that time on, we spent every day in adding 
fresh force and intensity to those present experiences, and in obliterat- 



FACTS AND FANCIES ABOUT REINCARNATION 233 

ing every impression that might have any chance of surviving from 
the past. I t  inay truly be said that the reason we fail to recollect is 
that we have not tried; and how hard and long ~vould it not be neces- 
sary to try tzozu, should we now desire to recollect those distant ex- 
periences of the Soul! W e  cannot carry our recollection back to the 
beginnings of this life, and nluch of our experience in this incarnation 
is obliterated. The recollecting of past lives constitutes an advanced 
stage in the initiation of a candidate to I<notvledge, aiid presumes a 
degree of self-nlastery that can only l)c the culrrlination of long and 
arduous endeavor. Presumptuous, assuredly, is he who cavils because 
this supreme revelation does not reward his Grst impatient question- 
ings; while, should he advance his incapacity to recollect - should 
he make it a ground for rejecting the doctrine of Reincarnation - 
he alone is the sufferer and ~ilerits our pity for allowing his impatience 
to stand in the way of his learning. 

But xvhat we have said about menlory is introductory to a defini- 
tion of the words " personality " and " individuality " as used by 
Theosophy in this connexion. The persollnlifv of a man is the sense 
of self which he dcvclops during cach period of earth-life, and it is 
made up of the experiences and impressions of that period. In it 
there is just a spark of the true Self-hood; and the state of affairs 
may be corl~pared to a transparent picture illuminated by a hidden 
light. The picttu-e is the personality, and the light is a ray from the 
true Self. IZ'hen the man dies, the picture disappears, but the light 
remains. This illt~stration is intended to indicate that, though the 
identity of nlan is preserved beyond death, the forin in which it per- 
sists is not that of the familiar personality. ItTc have here to do with 
a distinction - between individuality and personality - which requires 
much study and thought for its elucidation; but it is sufficient at pres- 
ent nlerely to state it, with a view to stressing the point that the 
pcrso~zulit~l does not survive, and that the individziality, which does 
survive, cannot be brought back to conlnlunicate by spiritism. 

I t  is evident that any statement of the doctrine of Reincarnation 
will at once arouse in the mind of the inquirer many questions which 
seen1 to hinl difficult and to require an imn~ediate answer; and it is . 
equally evident that no such answers can be given without further 
study on the part of the inquirer. I t  is quite pertinent for us to refer to 
the analogy of any other advanced study, such as musical con~position, 
or the infinitesimal calculus; in which subjects, any hasty question by 
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an inquircr would be answered by the presentation of a text-book ac- 
companied hy a monition to careful study. And so of Reincarnation; 
Theosophists have studied the doctrine for decades, in connexion with 
their daily experiences, both in the outer life of men and in the inner 
life of the mind; and they know more about it now than they did at 
first, while there is still much to be learned in the future. The same 
path can be reconinlended to the earnest inquirer, who is hereby asked, 
when an answer is given him, to carry it in his mind and reflect on 
it, with a view to searching out its significance and verifying it by his 
own judgment; instead of petulantly refusing it because it does not 
square with his previous notions. The doctrine of Reincarnation was 
not invented by H. P. Blavatsky, nor designed to satisfy anyone's 
notions of how things should be; but it was proclaimed by her as a 
fra,gnent of truth calculated to solve many of the actual problems of 
life. Those who do not desire to investigate it or to profit by it, are 
thereby left to their own resources; and they must seek their own way 
of reconciling any quarrel which they have with the facts of life. 

I t  is evident that a single earth-life of man is a mere fragment of 
a career, not begun at birth, and unfinished at death. The fact that 
our human nature compels us to seek knowledge, and yet hides the 
kno~vledge from us, shows us that this human nature is a compound of 
two sets of faculties, the ordinary reason and something higher and 
better. Self-study gives us abundant evidence that we are compact 
of both mortal and immortal elements. IVe find in ourselves powerful 
tendencies and proclivities which we did not generate in this life, and 
which go back of anything our parents have transmitted to us; for, 
however much may be due to physical heredity and to environment, 
the fact of personal originality must also be allowed for, or the human 
race would go on repeating itself in a monotonous uniformity, like 
the animals or some decaying race of men. NThcnce this originality 
and these stored-up tendencies? They are in fact the memories of 
past lives, transmitted, not as pictured recollections, but as intuitions 
and instincts. Again, we are sowing seeds whose harvest we shall 
never see in this life, yet which can only be reaped on earth, since it 
is with earth that they are concerned. All this demands the doctrine . 
of Reincarnation for its adequate explanation; and those who can ex- 
plain it in any better way are welcome. 

For a solution of the mystery of suffering we must seek in Reincar- 
nation. The Soul evidently undergoes suffering of its own volition 
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and for its own purposes. The only alternative explaiiation one can 
see is that suffering is decreed by thc Almighty or by the indiscriminate 
hand of Nature or Chance. I t  is surcly much bettcr to believe that 
the Soul within knows and understands the why and wherefore of 
our experiences, and that it is possible for us to attain a riper know- 
ledge, when the mind shall know and understand and the wayward 
will shall consent. 

The doctrine of Reincarnation is for  those who believe that rnan 
contains an indestructible esscnce, for it is hardly possiblc to argue 
with one who professes to believe that the entirc human being is for- 
ever extinguished when the body dies, or that it had its origin when 
the body was born in the womb. Shall we then 11e content with pious 
vagaries and dogmas that were made by and for simple people in by- 
gone agcs; or shall we scek to use the faculties we have in order to 
find out more of the truth? Thc doctrine of Reincarnation, as taught 
by H. P. Blavatsky, is by a very long way the best explanation yet 
afforded of the mysteries of our existcncc; arid its inherent truth gives 
it a force that compels attention even fro111 the reluctant. There are 
inany details to be filled in, comprising profound points upon which we 
should all like information; but we should be grateful that we have 
the teaching at all. Tf we desire more, we had better show ourselves 
worthy of the little we have. Teachers cannot help the race by pour- 
ing our infor11-iation into us without stint; they can only give a little 
at a time, in proportion to our ability to absorb and utilize it. Already 
the little given out about Reincarnation has been perverted, as we have 
just seen. As regards the wish to know where one's departed relatives 
and friends are, and how they are doing, a reverent mind will realize 
that Souls cannot be dragged from their place of rest in order to satis- 
fy the minds of people here, but that we must endeavor to refine olhr 
owtz nat14re.s to  the point of knowledge. In the writings of H. P. Bla- 
vatsky and ItT. Q. Judge will be found many particulars as to the con- 
stitution of man, the after-death states, etc.- into which we have not 
time to go here; they should be studied. 

When a child is born, the parents should understand that they are 
thereby constituted the guardians of a Soul at a critical stage of its . 
career, and that this Soul has a character and a destiny of its own. 
The!. should protect it and aid it to unfold its powers and realize its 
destiny; not regard it as a pet and try to mold it into their own im- 
possible notions of what they would like it to be. This is just one 
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instance of the use of the teaching of Reincarnation. The whole as- 
pect of human life would be changed if all men realized that the pres- 
ent life they are leading is part of an eternal career, and that the fan- 
cies of the brain and the temporal ambitions are as dust in the balance 
compared with what the Soul is achieving. Fear of death, love of 
riches, selfishness, and many other evils, would at  once begin to decline 
from lack of sustenance; and new vistas of knowledge would open 
out if men would only co-operate in studying these deeper problems of 
their life. 

Perhaps we have now said as much as can be expected, though we 
could go on indefinitely. It is only the shallow-minded who will think 
that, because on a first slight acquaintance with Reincarnation they 
can ask a rriultitude of questions (who could not?) ,  therefore these 
questions cannot be answered. Those who are engaged in the study 
and pron~ulgation of Theosophy are intelligent people who have 
thought and studied for long years; and the difficulties which occur 
to the inquirer are but a tithe of the puzzles encountered by the stu- 
dent in the course of his studies. But all these things are provided for, 
and the teaching has been found to be deep enough and vast enough to 
meet all possible requirements. The seven principles of man; what it 
is that incarnates; the states of the various principles after death; 
the condition of the Ego between incarnations ; the relation of physic- 
al heredity to Reincarnation; the possibility of recognition between 
former friends; the workings of the law of Karma; the interval 
between incarnations - there is not space even to enumerate the 
branches of our subject; and the inquirer who asks questions, whether 
for the sake of information or in order that he may quickly dispose 
of the doctrine, will find that he has challenged a very capable cham- 
pion. So here we will leave the matter to the earnest and intelligent 
student. 

THOSE who are not lovers of wisdom in reality, but have merely taken the . 
color of doctrines - like those whose bodies are tanned by the sun -when they 
perceive what a multitude of disciples, what mighty labor, and what temperate 
food are requisite to the acquisition of philosophy: such as these, thinking that 
philosophy is a thing difficult and impossible for them to obtain, cannot be 
brought to make it the object of their pursuit.- Plato 



GOLDEN THREADS IN THE TAPESTRY OF HISTORY: 
by Kenneth Morris 

PART O N E  

CHAPTER VIII  -THE CREST WAVE: OP EVOLUTION 
Ym mhob gwlad y megir glew.*- Wclslz Proverb 

( L  WOULD anything be more pernicious than History as 
she is taught " ?  The aim is national self-glorification; 
brag is the informing spirit; the motto: W e  are THE 

people. Of old time, our  fathers were ever eager to take 
on from three to ten foreigners singlehanded; and 

thrash the lot for the glory of - (write in the name of your own 
country). Evolution, since time began, has been patiently plotting 
the p-oduction of Us ;  and working for that consun~n~ation with ex- 
emplary industry. W e  write large our CrCcys and eliminate our Pa- 
tays ; fling what pitch comes handy at the ancients, and paint modern- 
ity in gorgeous colors. Yet when you and I, and all these nations 

Behintl the veil are past, 
Oh, but a long, long while the world shall last, 
Which of our corning and departure heeds 
As the Sea's self should heed a pebble cast. 

This " so-called " twentieth century is not the culn~ination of time; 
nor our civilization the final fruition of the ages. Evolution has had 
vaster designs than the production of Birmingham, Essen, or Chicago. 
Athens in her day was more glorious than England; little Florence 
than all vast America. Sweetly we think ourselves a superior or 
supreme race; our neighbors but foils to our splendor, and past ages 
its preparation and tedious ushering in. Tut!  we are no better than 
we should be: every dog has its day, and every nation. 

Humanity is the Superior Race; humanity is the greatest of the 
nations; the history that counts is that of the human soul. Re pa- 
triotic of humanity in God's name; and you shall come at  last to 
be rightly patriotic of your own land! The consummatioi~ of the 
ages is ages ahead; and all mankind is to take part in it. No people 
but has been in its turn, or shall be, the Chosen People: chosen by 
the Law to lead mankind for awhile, and to stand to its age as Mes- 
senger of the Gods. And each is at all times the vehicle of a National 
Soul : wherein participating, all individual souls may learn some lesson 

* In every land heroes are nourished, 



238 THE THEOSOPHICAL PATH 

not to be leariled elsewhere, and gather riches of experience propel- to 
that age, racc, and clime. Not Palestine is the Holy Land; but 
Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and the Islands. 

Consider how the young idea learns to shoot in these nations of 
ours ; and acknowledge that the seed of warfare is sown in the school- 
room. Down with your superstitions ancnt " natural enemies," " su- 
perior races," and all such twaddle ! - that splendid virtue, patriot- 
ism, was never meant to be the silliest of the vices. But until we have 
sane teaching of history, that is what it will tend to be. The English 
child imbibes from his schoolbooks belief in England's eternal pre- 
eminence. H e  sees Hengist or JVilliam laying the foundation-stone 
of real history; and all thereafter, England looming a mountain 
among molehills: " first in arms, in art, in song," as patriotic Mrs. 
Cook nai'vely puts it. H e  dreams not that his pet idea would 11e con- 
tested elsewhere: all Frenchinen, Spaniards, Dutchmen, and the like 
n ~ u s t  realize it, of course - all sensible Frenchmen, etc., at  any rate. 
Yet but cross the Pas de Calais, and what shall you find? Exactly 
the saiile opinion, as indelible and as universal; but about F'rance. 
-But without doubt, all the world recognizes the supremacy of the 
France! England has had a Byron, a Shakespeare, and a Bulwer; 
Italy a Dante, a Tasso; Spain a lone Cervantes; there have also been 
great nannes in Germany. But we -our names are uncountable! 
Others have won victories, yes; but consider the so glorious, so in- 
numerable victories of the France ! - Pass Alps, Vosges, or Pyrenees, 
and you are to hear the same tale three times more; but with differ- 
enccs of iianles and in the way of telling it. The Italian stares, if you 
compare another nation with Italy; for your thorough-going Teuton, 
all good things have been essentially Teutonic; all great men (from 
Jesus to Shakespeare, accidentally born abroad) have been eaters 
of the sauerkraut. Spain, too, has a lofty peninsularity (as  soilleone 
calls it) of her own; and so on. Perhaps youtliful Liberians and 
Guatemaltecs are taught that God created the Republic and the uni- 
verse on one day, and was Himself the first President of both. 

There is a sure way of exalting your own nation at the expense 
of others ; it is delightfully ingenious, and popular too - almost uni- . 
versal. Pick out the niidnoon of your own history, and the midnight 
of your neighbor's, and forthwith crow lustily: how much brighter is 
the sunlight here than the darkness yonder! Rut the sun shines upon 
the just and unjust; none may claim a monopoly; or, properly, a 
























































































































