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THEY leave at length the nether gloom, and stand 
Before the portals of a better land ; 
, , 1 o happier plains they come and fairer groves, 
The seats of those whom Heaven, benignant, loves ; 
A brighter clay, a bluer ether, spreads 
Its lucid depths above their favored heads; 
And, purged from mists that veil our earthly skies, 
Shine suns and stars unseen by mortal eyes.- Vergil 

FACTS AND FANCIES ABOUT REINCARNATION: 
by H. T. Edge, M. A. 

N the Progressive Thinker, Chicago, July 3d, is an 
article on " Reincarnation and Spiritual Evolution," 
which is part of a controversy between an advocate of 
a doctrine on this subject and an inquirer. This par- , ticular article is a reply of the latter to the former; and 

in the absence of the other parts of the controversy, we can make but 
little out of this part. The writer, however, ends by propounding a 
set of questions, and by declaring that he seeks answers to them, not 
in a spirit of contention but in the sincere desire for information; and 
he says he would like them answered by "any Theosophist." In at- 
tempting to answer these questions, we find ourselves in a difficulty, 
because we do not understand them. I t  is clear that they refer to some 
theory combining spiritisin with some form of belief in reincarnation 
and with something that has been called Theosophy; but being quite 
unfamiliar with this theory, we find the terminology used in the ques- 
tions has no meaning for us ; and it will be admitted that no one can . 
answer a question until he knows what the question means. For ex- 
ample, we are asked: " What is the difference between a spirit and a 
spirit body?" These two terms are obviously expressions used by 
the advocate of this theory to denote certain views which he advocates ; 
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but to us, who have not heard those views, they convey no meanii~g, 
and we are unable to answer the question. Again, when the questiot~ 
concerns the alleged reunion of families in the spirit-world, we have 
to confess ourselves equally in the dark. 'l'lie best we can do, there- 
fore, is to give a brief outline of the only doctrine of Reillcarnation 
with which we are familiar - that taught by t T .  P. Rlavatslcy and 
William Q. Judge, the Founder of the Theosophical Society and her 
immediate successor in the Leadership of that Society, arid accepted 
by Theosophists as an essential part of the Theosophical teachings as 
originally given and as still promulgated. And, as far as possible, wc 
nlay base our remarks on the cjuestions which the incluil-er propounds. 

T o  the question: " Is  tliere on record a scientific det~ionqtratcd 
case of reincarnation of a human spirit," \ve reply that such matters 
do not come within the scope of inotlern science, but that t h i ~  circluil- 
stance is no reason for rejecting the doctrine of Reincasnntion. O i ~ c  
has to take the ~vorld as one finds it and to endeavor to understand the 
problems of life to the best of one's ability by the use of one's intuition, 
reason, and other faculties. There is no scientific proof for any doc- 
trine concerning the destiny of the soul and the state of nlau aftcr 
death. The proof of sucll mysteries nlust be sought in a cultivation 
of our inner factllties; and until our eyes are 01)ened to the truth, we 
have to rest content with an intellectual acceptance of the most reason- 
able belief - which is undoubtedly that of Reincarnation as taught 
by H. P. Blavatsky. 'I'heosophists cannot be held responsible for the 
state of ignorance in which present-day hunianity finds itself with re- 
gard to the mysteries of life and death, nor for the inadequacy of 
science to furnish anything which it regards as proof relating to these 
mysteries. On the contrary, 'I'heosophists should be commended for 
their endeavors to give a satisfactory explanation of the problenls of 
life and to relieve that ignorance; and we owe a great debt of grati- 
tude to H. P. Blavatsky for bringing us the teaching of Reincarnation 
and for  striving so hard to set our feet on the path of knowledge. 

As these questions contain continual references to " spirits " and 
their supposed status between and during incarnations, it will be well 
to define the Theosophical teaching as to the reincarnating entity. 

' 

That which incarnates is not the (so-called) personal man; the per- 
sonality is built ,up during one period of earth-life, froni infancy on- 
wards, being composed of the experiences and rnernories accumulated 
during that period. Siniilarly, the personality decomposes after the 








































































































































