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Tury of great-self (mahdtmdnah), who have attained unto me, do not under-
go rebirth, which is temporary and the womb of sorrow. They have attained
perfection.

All worlds (lokdh) up to the abode of Brahman, O Arjuna, are subject to
successive births (punardzartine). But having attained unto me, O son of
Kunti, rebirth is not known— Bhagavad-Gitd, Adhyaya 8, slokas 15, 16

THE SECRET DOCTRINE: by H. T. Edge, M. A.

YR =1y IF there is any one subject which, more than others, can
Q be regarded as the main thesis of Theosophy, we would
" ' say that it is that which is summed up in the words,
\ , “’T'he Secret Doctrine.”

WY 4§'\/ It was the purpose of H. P. Blavatsky, in re-intro-
ducing Theosophy to the modern world, to declare and to demonstrate
that there exists, and has existed throughout human history, a body of
knowledge, which is designated by this title and also by the names of
the Arcane Wisdom, the Esoteric Philosophy, etc.

The Secret Doctrine embraces all that can be included under the
name of knowledge, and is therefore equivalent to science, religion,
and philosophy. It is often described as the synthesis of these three;
or, better, since the use of the word “ synthesis ”” might seem to imply
an adding together of things that are essentially separate —an er-
roneous implication — it may be defined as the common and original
root from which have sprung those artificial divisions of knowledge
known as science, religion, and philosophy. It is the clue to all prob-
lems; it deals with general principles that are applicable to numerous
and diverse special cases; it is concerned with fundamental facts and
laws in Nature — not only in those organic processes and terrestrial
phenomena which are generally connoted by the word “ Nature,” but
also in those higher domains of Nature whose laws are more common-
ly designated as Divine. Hence the range of topics susceptible of
treatment under the heading of the Secret Doctrine is all-inclusive.
But we cannot mention knowledge without immediately thinking
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of its possessors; for knowledge, without wise men, would be a mean-
ingless abstraction. And in fact Theosophy points to the existence,
both now and in past ages, of men in possession of this knowledge.
The proof, as regards past ages, is to be sought in the historical evi-
dence and in the various accessible records of ancient wisdom; and
this work has been ably performed by H. P. Blavatsky in her works,
Isis Unveiled, and The Secret Doctrine, as also in a humbler degree
by many of her students. The subject of the present existence of
sages i1s one that has to be handled with discretion for reasons that
are sufficiently obvious. Still, it is pertinent to ask what can have been
the source of the profound and comprehensive knowledge shown by the
author of The Secret Doctrine* We may infer that she had access to
unusual sources — sources adequate to the observed results — or we
may accept her own explanation, as given in the preface to Volume I:
These truths are in no sense put forward as a rewvelation; nor does the
author claim the position of a revealer of mystic lore now made public for the
first time in the world’s history. For what is contained in this work is to be found
scattered throughout thousands of volumes embodying the scriptures of the great
Asiatic and early European religions, hidden under glyph and symbol, and hither-
to left unnoticed because of this veil. What is now attempted is to gather the
oldest tenets together and to make of them one harmonious and unbroken whole.
The sole advantage which the writer has over her predecessors is that she need
not resort to personal speculations and theories. For this work is a partial
statement of what she herself has been taught by more advanced students, sup-
plemented, in a few details only, by the results of her own study and observation.
The Secret Doctrine, as its name implies, is not known to the many ;

a circumstance which is evident enough as regards the present age.
In past ages it has been at times much more widely diffused in the
general knowledge, and at other times it has been more restricted
and veiled, as is the case in our age. These differences depend on
the fluctuations in the condition of humanity; for the long process of
human evolution is marked by many ebbs and flows between material-
ism and ignorance on the one hand and spirituality and enlighten-
ment on the other. There is much evidence that what we call histori-
cal times were preceded by ages in which a knowledge of the Sccret
Doctrine was more widely diffused, and that the greatness of Egypt,
India, and other old civilizations dates back to times when this was the
case. In fact, the student will find that the book of history, as read
* It will be unde‘fstood that when the book of this name is meant, the words of its title

are italicized; and that when the words are not italicized, the Secret Doctrine itself is
meant, and not the book called by that name.
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by Theosophists, shows the times that we call historical to have been a
period of decline in knowledge and virtue, marked by a gradual in-
crease of materialism and a gradual withdrawal of the Secret Doc-
trine from general knowledge into seclusion.

The introduction of Theosophy to the world marks the beginning
of a new cycle in the history of the human mind. The fact that there
is a Secret Doctrine was declared to a world that had well-nigh for-
gotten it; and that is the first step towards a revival of the knowledge
of that Doctrine. The mere enunciation of the truths of Theosophy
is cnough to arouse the dormant intuitions of people, as though one
were breathing to them a message of far-off times in which they had
lived; and often the intuition will assent when the reasoning mind re-
bels. But for the reasoning mind also there is abundant proof in such
evidences as convince the reason and appeal to the judgment.

The human race being of an antiquity which ordinary methods of
observation and research have failed to fathom, it follows that the
greater part of history is at present a sealed book. So far as the
physical features of the earth’s crust are concerned, we have evidence
which geologists can to a certain extent interpret; and something can
be deciphered as to the animals and plants which lived in long past
ages. But man is a being who has always prevailed in far less abun-
dance than either the sands and clays or the mollusks and crustaceans;
and what remains he did leave were mostly buried, burned, or other-
wise destroyed. Documents are either destroyed, lost, or concealed,
and we have little more than certain stone monuments and inscrip-
tions, whose meaning is still for the most part unknown. Such evi-
dence as we have discovered, however, proves beyond any doubt that
man, as a species, has undergone no radical change whatever in his
physical structure since the earliest known times; but, on the con-
trary, has always fluctuated between refined and coarse varieties of
the same type. From this fact we may reasonably infer that man has
always been capable of high civilization, and that he has at many times
in the past attained to great heights of knowledge and achievement;
while correspondingly he has many times come to grief through dis-
union and strife, great civilizations breaking up and dispersals ensuing.

There have been epochs in the world’s history when great racial
cataclysms have taken place, involving the overthrow of empires and
the dispersal of peoples; and such an epoch seems to linger in the
memory of peoples now upon the earth. The scientist finds its traces
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in an event which he alludes to as the Aryan dispersal from a land
which he seems to imagine was the “ primitive home ” of humanity.
How many of these primitive homes has humanity had at different
times in its history! Myth and sacred allegory give us a symbolic re-
cord of the same event; and the folk-lore of both hemispheres abounds
with its stories of a deluge and a confusion of tongues and an exile
from a golden land.

This Golden Age of legend was the youth of our present Root-
Race. Our historical period is included within the fifth sub-race of
this Root-Race, so that there have been four other sub-races before
it. Now the law of evolution provides that every Root-Race goes
through a complete circle of progress, consisting of an ascent, a de-
cline, followed by a re-ascent. Hence the earlier sub-races of our
Root-Race were at a higher level of spirituality than the fourth and
fifth sub-races have been. And this explains the existence of know-
ledge that has been attained and forgotten, but will be attained again
with the addition of much wisdom from experience.

With the aid of the explanations given in The Secret Doctrine, the
student can do a good deal in the way of interpreting the symbolism
on such ancient monuments as those from Central America (replicas
of some of which are now on exhibition at the Panama-California
Exposition in San Diego, California). It is noticeable that this sym-
bolism bears analogies to that of Hindistan, as, for example, in the
“Yoga posture ” assumed by some of the human figures; or a figure
riding on an animal, like the Vedic deity Varuna; or the winged
circle, of which there is an example at Ocosingo, Guatemala, suggest-
ing the winged circles of Assyria and of Egypt. These facts, of
which there are so many, cannot be overlooked by anyone who desires
the truth. The usual explanations attempted for them are very un-
satisfactory. One is that Asiatics migrated to America at some epoch
not very long ago comparatively; and even if such an explanation
could be established for this particular case, we should still require to
invent many other theories of migration to account for other simi-
larities in the ideas of widely sundered peoples elsewhere. The other
explanation — that these different races invented the same symbolism
independently of each other —is too absurd to detain us a moment.
The real explanation is reasonable enough for all who have an open
mind and no pet theory to take care of. The ancient builders of Am-
erica, and those of southern Asia and northern Africa, had inherited
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their knowledge from a common source — the parent race from which
both were descended. In their symbolism they represented the truths
of the Secret Doctrine, using for that purpose a certain ancient lan-
guage, the language of symbolism, which at once conceals and reveals
the meaning. Thus has been preserved in indestructible stone, through
the lapse of ages, a knowledge which can be interpreted by those who
understand the symbols; and also there has been preserved a proof
of the unity and universality of ancient culture.

The evidence for the reality of this Secret Doctrine and its world-
wide diffusion in ancient times is overwhelming, as students of H. P.
Blavatsky’s works can see for themselves, and of course details cannot
be entered into here; but some remarks on the significance of the
fact will be appropriate.

At the present troublous time people are deploring the materialism
of the age and searching for something on which to base a hope of
improvement in the immediate future. Yet some men of science are
propagating purely animalistic theories of evolution, which dwell ex-
clusively on the lower side of human nature. Little or nothing is said
about the origin and evolution of the human mind; although it is
often implied, in the teeth of all facts, that this mind was ““ evolved ”
from the minds of the animals.

It is absurd for us to continue oscillating between materialistic
theology and materialism proper, as though that were the only choice.
Knowledge is properly one and single, not subdivided into religion,
science, philosophy, etc. But we have been accustomed to keep our
ethics in one box and our science in another, so that we lack a rational
basis for our ethics and an ethical purpose in our science.

Indissolubly linked with the question of the origin of man is the
question of his nature. Man is dual, being compact of the divine
and the animal, the flame and the clay, the angel and the demon. The
religions all teach this, but it is not a mere religious dogma but a
scientific truth as well. There was a time in the remote past when the
divine intelligences descended and informed the “ mindless” man,
who had been evolved from the lower kingdoms, thus converting him
into a self-conscious and responsible being. Fven though the present
theories of the evolutionists as to the evolution of man’s physical or-
ganism were true — which, however, are very incomplete — still the
problem of his spiritual and mental evolution would remain open.
‘The effect of trying to ignore this question is that it centers our at-
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tention too much on our lower nature and provides a plausible excuse
for such as are not able to master their weaknesses and appetites.

The true doctrine of evolution teaches that animals follow in the
footsteps of man, who is in a certain sense their creator, for the models
created by man’s thoughts and habits enter into the composition of the
animals. This is the true explanation of the resemblances; and it
means that, so far from copying the animals, we should aim to elevate
them, which we can do indirectly by using our own divinity for the
purpose of overcoming our propensities.

It cannot be denied that the world is just now searching carnestly
for a guide and a light — for something on which to base its future
hopes and conduct; and the Secret Doctrine is the only thing that can
possibly fulfil the world’s quest. Timely indeed then was II. P. Bla-
vatsky’s work, coming as it did just at the crucial moment. The move-
ment which she inaugurated has been safely established and is ready
to serve the coming needs. We have the central work at Point Loma,
and especially the Rija-Yoga College and School, to prove that Theo-
sophy is not a mere study with no bearing on practical questions and
on the needs of humanity.

In trying to forecast the future of humanity we sometimes fail
because we try to look too far ahead; whereas progress is made by
successive steps. As time goes on, the ideas of Theosophy will spread
and influence the minds of men more and more, and thus there will
gradually grow up quite a new view of life. One has but to consider
the effect which would be produced (for instance) by a general ac-
ceptance of the fact of Reincarnation, in order to see what a difference
this would make to our attitude towards life. The belief in continuity
of existence for the Soul, and the habit of regarding death as but a
temporary rest, would so alter the aspect of most of our problems that
it seems hardly worth while discussing them from the present view-
point. Again, if people were accustomed from their earliest childhood
to recognize the duality of human nature, and the fact that man has
a spiritual center in him as well as an animal one, all problems of con-
duct and education would be greatly simplified; and we should not
have to invent complicated theories of psychology for the handling of
children and of criminals and lunatics. The truth is simple, but not
always welcome; hence we may often prefer a roundabout way,
Moreover, knowledge is always associated with obligation, and with
the performance of all duties, so the shirker cannot expect to win it.
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THE LOST KEYNOTE: by C. Woodhead

14

.. .. Tecll us, when shall these things be? And what shall be the sign
of thy presence, and of the consummation of the age?” asked the Disciples of
the MastER, on the Mount of Olives.

The reply given by the “Man of Sorrows”. ... is prophetic, and very
suggestive. It is a warning indeed. The answer must be quoted in full. Jesus
. said unto them:
“Take heed that no man lead you astray. For many shall come in my name
saying, I am the Christ; and shall lead many astray. And ye shall hear of wars

... but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there shall be famines and earthquakes in divers places.

But all these things are the beginning of travail. . . . Many false prophets shall
arise, and shall lead many astray. ... then shall the end come. . .. when ye
see the abomination of desolation which was spoken through Daniel. . . . Then

if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ, or there; believe him not.
. .. If they shall say unto you, Bechold, he is in the wilderness, go not forth;
behold, he is in the inner chambers, believe them not. For as the lightning
cometh forth from the Fast, and is seen even in the West, so shall be the
presence of the Son of Man,” ete.

Two things become evident fo all in the ahove passages, now that their false
rendering is corrected in the revision text: (a) “the coming of Christ,” means
the presence of CIirIsTOS in a regenerated world, and not at all the actual coming
in body of “ Christ” Jesus; (&) this Christ is to be sought neither in the wild-
erness nor ““in the inner chambers,” nor in the sanctuary of any temple or church
built by man; for Christ — the true esoteric SAVIOR — s no man, but the DIvINE
PRINCIPLE in every human being.

—H. P. Bravatsky, in Studies in Occultism; Vol. V, p. 1

HE world has been taken by surprise. It is a trite remark,
but nevertheless significantly true, that had we been told
eighteen months ago of the condition of affairs which now
prevails in war-stricken Furope, not one of us would have
believed, even for one moment, that it could possibly be.

We are faced with an unexpected calamity which taxes our ut-
most resources of thought and effort. Old ideas have been swept
away in a maelstrom of pent-up forces. They seem to threaten a de-
struction, of which the end cannot be foreseen.

Let us look, firstly, at the causes which have led to this state of
affairs. Let us try to realize that the monster which threatens us,
is not one which has grown up suddenly in the twentieth century
without any ancestry or parentage. It would take too long and might
open wide the gates of invidious criticism to go into details — but the
careful and intuitive reader of history knows well that this horrible
and senseless war is but the culmination of centuries of wrong ideals
of thought and action. “ Unbrotherliness,” says Katherine Tingley,
“is the insanity of the age.” But the insanity has been a growth which
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has, at this “consummation of the age,” found the opportunity for
its greatest concentration of frenzy.

Many, if not most of us, have been taught in our childhood to
believe that some religion was the saving factor in the world’s dis-
tress and wrong-doing. And now the religions of Europe are chal-
lenged by this great catastrophe to prove their efficacy, and to lead men
to meet together in peace and righteousness. Yet what do we find?
Appeals are made in each one of the churches of every land to an extra-
human God to interfere in favor of its own contestant in this inhuman
strife. The immutable majesty and justice of the Divine Law of the
Universe is (forsooth) to be modified, or directed in favor of this or
that person or nation!

Divine Justice is set at naught. The great central fact that al/
men are brothers, and of the family of God, is forgotten. The teach-
ing of the dogmatic creeds with their lip-service and their ritualistic
intricacies has become a reductio ad absurdum.

While this is so, the heart of man in all the warring nations is
torn with doubt and uncertainty. Whilst yearning for peace and good
will (as was shown by the events of last Christmas day in the trenches)
he engages in a conflict, brought about by forces which he does not
understand and cannot control. It is safe to say that ninety-nine per
cent of the peoples of the nations at war could give no rational ex-
planation of what it was all about. FEach one, however, is convinced
that it is not his fault, and so, for some reason, the conflict must
continue.

And so the religions (so called) of Europe, as described in the
encyclopaedias and other works of reference and learning, have ap-
parently proved to be a failure, since, at this great crisis, they have not
availed to save from a destruction more awful than any recorded in
known history.

Surely then there is something wanting in our methods of thought,
and in the conduct of our daily life, something that shall lead us to
deal rationally, justly, and lovingly as between man and man, of what-
ever race or creed or nation they may be. ]

For the world is too beautiful, and in his essence, man is too noble
a being, for us to believe that there is no way out of this darkness of
the lower pit, however great it may appear to be for the moment.

Let us ask ourselves whether, after all, the saving factor may not
be found in Religion. Not in the religion of the man-made creeds,



THE LOST KEYNOTE 389

and the dogmatic teachings of the scholiasts, but in that true religion
of the heart of man which is naturally his own, and which is the
same for all men. 'This we believe to be the Lost Keynote.

A few years ago a party of officers from the American Pacific
Fleet were visiting the International Theosophical Headquarters, at
Point Loma. After having been entertained by the students of the
College, and just as they were preparing to depart, they gathered
round the guide who was showing them the points of interest, and
then the Admiral put this question: “ Tell us in a few words, what is
the main idea behind your philosophy ” ? The guide laughingly en-
deavored to evade the question, saying that he felt that anything he
might say might possibly lead to further inquiry, and that there was
really no time for discussion. The question however was pressed
several times, and at last the guide said: “ Well, I think the central
idea is The Fssential Divinity of Man.” There was silence for a mo-
ment, and then the conversation was resumed about the points of
interest of Point Loma.

The Divinity of Man! How few realize the sublimity of this ideal
of man on the path to Godhood.

The teaching of the ancient Wisdom-Religion (once universal and
the parent of all modern faiths of whatever degree of decadence) is,
that man is dual in nature. Fssentially and in his higher aspect, he
is divine. In his lower formal aspect he is of the animal world. The
contest between the two is the cause of the crucifixion which man
endures in this world of mingled joy and sorrow. But the reward of
him who triumphs in this contest is beyond all telling.

Once that man has recognized and fully faced this duality, he has
set his feet upon the upward path towards the realization of his true
nature. Then he is in a position to see wherein lies the religion of the
human heart. The Divine Universal Law which has hitherto been
as a scourge to evildoers, becomes a teacher of the Truth. His animal
nature becomes purified in the fire of Divine Knowledge.

This philosophy of the essential Divinity of Man explains the re-
ligious nature which we recognize in many historical characters, who
were not generally regarded as orthodox in their own day and genera-
tion. They have however been honored by succeeding generations as
reformers and workers for humanity. We read of their having lived
among all race$ and in all climes. Their words and their unselfish
labors have borne the fruit which make men love their memories,
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With them there was no question of a separate creed, or of a lower
caste. Their teaching has ever appealed to the most potent forces of
the heart. Their judgment has always been: “ Neither do I condemn
thee. Go and sin no more.”

Thus the Divinity of Man, known as the Christos Principle, is
the Lost Keynote, and, as has been said, it is the basic fact of true re-
ligion. It is the Savior of humanity, and by the recognition of it in
some form or other, shall the world be saved from the present calamity.

For it should be recognized by all professing Christians, that the
saving power is not a dead Christ, but a living Christos common to
all men. We must banish from our minds the idea of an extra-human
God, who is supposed to meddle with the details of immutable Divine
Law. Let us replace it with the feeling in the heart of an intra-
human Divinity which urges us to deeds of compassion and duty to
our fellows. The first is a fiction of the brain, invented centuries ago,
which has psychologized men too long. The latter is the Divine Truth
which every man can realize for himself.

The march of civilization will doubtless be delayed a few decades
by the present cataclysm of animalism. But if the lesson is learned,
and men realize their true selves, and step forward into brighter paths
of brotherly feeling, recognizing the divine not only within themselves
but also in others, the dealings of Nemesis now so apparent will not
have been in vain. For ages the laws of human solidarity have been
broken. Men are now facing the results of the past, and reaping what
they have sown.

I1. P. Blavatsky has said of ancient truth: “It is essentially the
philosophy of those who suffer, and have lost all hope of being helped
out of the mire of life by any other means.”

For humanity is so constituted that only calamity and the failure
of old ideals will serve to bring them to a right conception of the
truth.

Meanwhile at this tremendous epoch so truthfully prophesied by
the Nazarene Master two thousand years ago-—* the consummation
of the age "~—let us arise and do what in us lies to make known the
Truth, the heritage of all humanity, which shall make all men free,


























































































































































































