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THAT pure, great light, which is radiant; that great glory; that verily 
which the gods worship, by means of .cvhich the sun shines forth - that eternal 
divine being is perceived by tlevotees. His form has no parallel; no one sees 
him with the eye. Those who apprehend him by means of the understantling 
and also the mind and heart, become immortal.-Saptat-sujitiya 

LOGIC AND CHRISTIANITY: by H. T. Edge, M. A. 

A CERTAIN contemporary writer says that " logic un- 
tempered by a nicer sense leads to mankind's degra- 
dation "; a phrase which surely misrepresents the 
word " logic." This writer is inveighing against " that 
type of nlodern intellectuality which does not admit 

the existence of a heart,'' and against materialistic philosophy. But 
other critics have declared that logic is the very quality in which this 
type of intellectuality, the materialistic philosophy, is lacking. For 
instance, H. P. Blavatsky, in emphasizing this point, quotes Stallo, in 
his Co?zceprs of Modern Physics, to the effect that - 

The professed antagonist11 of science to  metaphysics has led the majority 
of scientific specialists to assume that the methods and results of empirical re- 
search are wholly independent of the control of the laws of thought. They either 
silently ignore, or openly repudiate, the simplest canons of logic. . . . 

And it nrill be found that H. P. Blavatsky, in criticising certain 
old-style scientific theories, nlakes the same point over and over again, 
and cites other authorities in support of her contention. This must 
be the right view to take of logic; for the other view means that specu- . 
lation is right and logic is wrong. Cut this writer speaks as though 
he thought there were two distinct criterions of truth- logic and 
something else, 'the latter being roughly classed under the head of 
religion. For instance, we find him saying of Christianity that - 



2 THE THEOSOPHICAL PATH 

The spirit of these teachings is fundamentally unpractical, and is utterly op- 
posed to materialism. Christianity preaches compassion, kindness, love and 
tenderness, in a world governed by the ruthless laws of nature; and it urges 
us to avoid the plain facts of life. . . . I t  declares the superiority of heart over 
brain; it is opposed to logical reason; it shuns the conclusions to  which un- 
inspired intellect would lead us. 

Glad as we are to recognize this chan~pionship of the doctrine of 
the heart, we cannot but comment on the curious confusion of tliought. 
The above extract contains alternate truths and untruths, succeeding 
each other with unbroken regularity. For example, let us take his 
propositions one by one and label them. 

" 'l'he spirit of these teachings is fundanlentally unpractical " 
- wrong. 

" Is utterly opposed to materialism "- right. 
" Christianity preaches compassion. . ."- right. 
" h world governed by the ruthless laws of Nature "- wrong. 
" I t  urges us to avoid the plain facts of life "- wrong. 
" I t  declares the superiority of heart over brain "-right. 
L L  I t  is opposed to logical reason "- wrong. 
" I t  shuns the conclusions to which uninspired intellect would 

lead us "- right. 
The writer has stated his opinion that logic untempered by a nicer 

sense leads to mankind's degradation; and with the word " logic " 
he has associated the word "practical" and the phrase " the plain 
facts of life." All these things, then, are marshaled on the side of 
things which lead to destruction, while plain facts become synonyn1- 
ous with lies. On the otlier side, opposed to logic, the plain facts, 
and the practical, we find the teachings of the Christian Master, and 
Con~passion, and the Heart. Here is confusion indeed. Such con- 
fusion often leads to self-abandonment and fanaticism. If we can- 
not be religious or cultivate the virtues of the heart without throwing 
over logic and plain common sense, then what choice have we between 
materialism and fanaticism? 

I f  logic is accurate reasoning based on correct premisses, it must 
lead to true conclusions; and though these desirable conditions are 

' 

seldom if ever met with, the name of logic must not be traduced on that 
account. It is a much abused name; and, instead of throwing over 
that which it stands for, we ought to try and understand it better. 
I f  a man finds that his reasoning is leading him astray, this is a sign 












































































































































