
THE PHILOSOPHICAL BASIS FOR PEACE 
IN "THE SECRET DOCTRINE" 

(Secretary, Universal Brotherhood and Theosophical Society) 

NE of the essential requirements for the establishment of 
permanent peace is that man shall have knowledge both of 
himself and of his relation to his fellow-man, and it is this 
knowledge that Theosophy proclaims, and pre-eminently in 

The Secret Doctrine by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky. In this great work 
is given the most complete knowledge available in modern times regarding 
the origin, life-history, and destiny of mankind. 

MAN NOT DESCENDED FROM THE APE 

First it should be said that The Secret Doctrine while accepting evolu- 
tion as a truth, takes distinct issue with modern science in respect to 
the origin of man, that he is either descended from the anthropoid apes 
or that both are descended from a common stock. 

"Such anthropoids form an exception because they were not intended by Nature, but 
are the direct product and creation of 'Senseless' man." - S. D., I ,  185 

"Man belongs to a kingdom distinctly separate from that of the animals." - S. D., I, 186 

One of the fundamental teachings of The Secret Doctrine is that all 
Nature is sentient, and that all the operations of Nature are carried on 
by sentient beings and guided by intelligence. There is thus no unin- 
telligent natural law, no 'fortuitious concurrence of atoms.' All Nature 
is spiritual in its ultimate origin. Everything exists first in the realm of 
idea just as when a man desires to build a house he first has the idea and 
conception of a house before he builds it. 

Modern science is now beginning to realize that all matter is sentient, 
or, as we may say, a congeries of lives. Speaking of the human bodies, 
"tabernacles of clay of the fourth race," H. P. Blavatsky declares that 
they were "built by (as they are now also) and composed of countless 
millions of lives." And to this statement she appends a footnote as follows: 

"Science, dimly perceiving the truth, may find bacteria and other infinitesimals in the 
human body, and see in them but occasional and abnormal visitors to  which diseases are 
attributed. Occultism - which discerns a life in every atom and molecule, whether in a 
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mineral or human body, in air, fir?, or water -affirms that our whole body is built of such 
lives, the smallest bacteria under the microscope being to them in comparative size like an 
elephant to  the tiniest infusoria.- S. D., I, 225 

Evolution and all the operations of Nature are under the intelligent 
guidance of great hierarchies of beings through whose agency was pro- 
duced a t  last the human form, but without the indwelling spirit which 
alone could confer self-consciousness. To quote from The Secret Doc- 
trine, vol. I, page 181: 

" I t  now becomes plain that there exists in Nature a triple evolutionary scheme, for the 
formation of thc three periodical lJpadhi.7: or rather three separate schemes of evolution, 
which in our system are inextricably interwoven and interblended a t  every point. These 
are thc Monadic (or spiritual), the intellectual, and the physical evolutions. These three 
are the finite aspects or the reflexions on the field of Cosmic Illusion of ATMA, the seventh, 
the ONE REALITY. 

"1. The Monadic is, as the name implies, concerned with the growth and development 
into still higher phases of activity of the Monad in conjunction with:- 

"2. The Intellectual, represented by the MBnasa-Dhy2nis (the Solar Devas, or thc 
Agnishwatta-Pitris) the 'givers of intelligence and consciousness' to man and:- 

"3. The Physical, represented by the ChhbyAs of the lunar Pitris, round which Nature 
has concreted the present physical body. This body serves as  the vehicle for the 'growth' 
(to use a misleading word) and the transformations through manas and - owing to the ac- 
cumulation of experiences -of the finite into the INFINITE, of the transient into the Eternal 
and Absolute. 

"Each of these systems has its own laws, and is ruled and guided by different sets of the 
highest Dhy2nis or 'Logoi.' Each is represented in the constitution of man, the Microcosm 
of the great Macrocosm; and it is the union of these three streams in him which makes him 
the complex being he now is. 

" 'Nature,' thc physical evolutionary Power, could never evolve intelligence unsided - 
she can only create 'senseless forms' as  will be seen in our 'ANTHROPOGENESIS.' " 

MAN THE OBJECT OF ALL EVOLUTION 

And a little further on in the same work, page 183,- quoting from an 
ancient commentary on the Stanzas on which The Secret Doctrine is 
based,- is the following : 

"As the Commentary, broadly rendered, says:- 

' ' Eeery form o n  earth, and every speck (atom) i n  Space strives i n  its efforts towards self- 
formation to follow the model placed for it i n  the "HEAVENLY MAN." . . . I ts  (the atom's) involu- 
tion and evolution, its external and internal growth and development, have all one and the same 
object - m a n ;  man,  as the highest Physical and ultimate form on this earth; the MONAD, i n  its 
absolute totality and awakened condition - as the culmination of the divine incarnations on Earth.' " 
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This building of man by the Hierarchies is further described in one 
of the Stanzas above referred to: 

"The Breath (human Monad) needed a form; the Fathers gave it. The Breath needed 
a gross body; the Earth molded it. The Breath needed the Spirit of Lile; the Solar Lhas 
breathed it into its form. The Breath needed a mirror ol its body (astral shadow); ' W E  GAVE. 
IT orrn OWN,' said the Dhpgnis. The Breath needed a vehicle of desires (KBma-Riipa); ' I t  
has it, said the DRAINER OF WATERS (Suchi, the fire of passion and animal instinct). ?'he 
Breath needs a Mind to embrace the Universe; 'We cannot give that, '  said the Fathers. 
' I  never had it,' said the Spirit of the Earth. 'The Form would be consumed were I to give 
it  Mine,' said the Great (solar) Fire. . . . (nascent) Man remained an empty, senseless 
B H ~ T A  [form]."- S. D., 11, 105 

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRES OF MIND 

Thc human form being thus built up but as yet mindless, another 
higher Hierarchy took up the task of completing the 'creation' of man. 
This Hierarchy is called in The Secret Doctrine, "the Sons of Mind," 
"the Lords of Light," who in previous periods of evolution on othcr 
worlds had passed through the human stage, just as humanity today is 
going through that stage, and had reached the full development of mental 
and spiritual life which experience on those worlds afforded. Now i t  
becomes their duty to pass on their light to those who in turn are to be- 
come man, and this is done in some cases by the incarnation of the Lords 
of Light in the prepared human form, and in other cases by their giving 
as it were a ray or a spark of light from themselves, lighting the fires of 
human mind and self-consciousness just as from a lighted candle other 
candles may be lit. 

THE INNER NATURE IDENTICAL IN ALL MEN 

And in an ancient catechism, quoted in The Secret Doctrine, the 
pupil is asked by his Teacher: 

"And now look around and into thyself. That light which burns inside thee, dost thou 
feel it different in anywise from the light that shinrs in thy Brothel--men?" 

" I t  is in no way different, though the prisoner is held in bondage by Icarma, and though 
its outer garments delude the ignorant into saying, 'Thy Soul and My Soul.' " 

H. P. Blavatsky then calls attention to the following: 
"The radical unity of the ultimate essence of each constituent part of compounds in Nature 

- from Star to  mineral Atom, from the highest Dhy2n-Choha~ [a high spiritual being] to  
the smallest infusoria. in the fullest acceptation of the term, and whether applied to the spiri- 
tual, intellectual, or physical worlds - this is the one fundamental law in Occult Science." 
- S. D., I, 120 

And, as elsewhere stated, in the third fundamental proposition of 
The Secret Doctrine, the declaration is made of "the fundamental identity 
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of all souls with the Universal Oversoul," thus again proclaiming the 
origin of the soul which is the real man. 

If then, as shown, man is a spiritual being and is fundamentally of 
the same nature and essence as all other men and of the same essential 
nature as his divine progenitors, the interests of one must be identical 
with the interests of all, and can be attained and served only by united 
harmonious action, that is, by Peace. 

ANALCGY THE GUIDING LAW I N  NATURE 

According to The Secret Doctrine: 
"Atzalogy is the guiding law in Nature, the only true Ariadne's thread that can lead us, 

through the inextricable paths of her domain, toward her primal and final mysteries."- 
- S. D., 11, 153 

And the teachings of The Secret Doctrine are that, just as the human 
infant today needs and has the loving care first of its mother and nurse, 
and then the instruction and further guidance of its teachers until finally 
by the development of the latent intellectual powers it  normally comes 
to rely more and more upon itself; and as for the normally born child, its 
first years of infancy are a golden age of loving care and protection; 
and as in the life of the growing child entering young manhood and woman- 
hood, it has to assume greater and greater responsibility for itself, and 
finally in manhood and womanhood full responsibility, and to meet all 
the trials and temptations of life - so by analogy and according to thc 
actual archaic teachings, infant humanity had its Golden Age. 

I t  had its Divine instructors, who taught it the laws of life, and in- 
structed it in the arts and sciences. But the Golden Age of the infancy of 
humanity could no more last than can childhood for a human being, and 
humanity, just as in the case of a child, began to lose the innocence and 
the unreasoning spirituality of childhood; and as the mental faculties 
gained strength, its first DivineInstructors gave place to other instructors; 
and, in the symbolic language of the ancients expressing nevertheless 
one of the deepest truths, the Golden Age gave way to the silver age, to 
be followed by the bronze age, and that by the iron age in which the 
world now is. 

" 'The primeval savage is a familiar term in modern literature,' remarks Prolcssor Rawlin- 
son, 'but there is no evidence that the primeval savage ever existed. Rather all llte evidence 
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looks the other u~ay.' ( ' A ~ t i q f r i t y  oj' M a n  fiistorically Considered.') In his 'Origin of Nations,' 
pp. 10-11, he rightly adds: ' T/lc ~nythical  traditions of almost all nnliorzs placr. a1 1Rr. t~cginlzitzg 
of itztrnati Itislory a ti??fe of ha/~pi?zcss and perfection, a "Golden age" which has no fcaturef of 
savagery or barbarism, but many of civilization and refinement.' How is the modern evo- 
lutionist to mcct this conscnsus of evidence?"- S. D., 11, 722 

"No sooner had the mental eye ol man been opened to understand~ng, than the Third 
Race lelt itself one with the ever-present as the ever to be unlinown and invisible ALL, the 
One Universal Deity. Endowed with divine powers, and feeling in himself his inner God, 
each felt he was a Man-God in his nature, though an animal in his physical Self. The struggle 
between the two began from the very day they tasted of the fruit of thc Tree of Wisclorn; 
a struggle for life between the spiritual and the psychic, the psychic and the physical. Thosc 
who conquered the lower principles by obtaining mastery over the body, joined the 'Sons 
of Light.' Those who fell victims to their lower natures, became the slaves of Matter. From 
'Sons of Light and Wisdom' they ended by becoming the 'Sons of Darkness.' They had 
fallen in the battle of mortal life with Life immortal, and all thosc so fallen became the seed 
of the future generations of At1anteans."- S. D., 11, 272 

And referring again to the childhood of the human race and infant 
humanity, H. P. Blavatsky writes ( T h e  Secret Doctriuze, vol. 11, page 273) : 

"Was not their childhood passed with, nursed and tended by those who had given them 
life and called them forth to intelligent, conscious life? We are assured it was so, and we be- 
lievc it. For the evolution ol Spirit into matter could never have been achieved; nor would 
it have received its tirst impulse, had not the bright Spirits sacrificed their own respective 
super-ethereal essences to animate the man of clay, by endowing each of his inner principles 
with a portion, or rather, a reflexion of that essence." 

". . . I t  was the 'Golden Agc' in thosc days of old, the age when the 'gods walked the 
earth, and mixed freely with the mortals.' Since then, the gods departed ( i .  c., became in- 
visible), and later generations ended by worshiping their kingdoms - the Elements." 

THE " NAMELESS ONE " THE ' ' INITIATOR " 

Again by analogy, and in accordance with the archaic teachings, just 
as there is in man, could he but find it, one supreme self, the source of his 
highest thoughts and aspirations, so there is for Humanity one Supreme 
Guide and Teacher. 

"The 'BEING' just referred to, which has to remain nameless, is the T ~ e c  from which, in 
subsequent ages, all the great historically known Sages and Hierophants, such as the Rishi 
Kapila, Hermes, Enoch, Orpheus, etc., etc., have branched off. As objective man, he is the 
mysterious (to the profane - the ever invisible) yet ever present Personage about whom 
legends are rife in the East, especially among the Occultists and the students of the Sacred 
Science. I t  is he who changes form, yet remains ever the same. And it  is he again \\rho holds 
spiritual sway over the initiated Adepts throughout the whole world. He is, as said, the 'Name- 
less One' who has so many names, and yet whose names and whose very nature are unknown. 
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He is tlze 'Initiator,' called the 'GREAT SACRIFICE.' For, sitting a t  the threshold of LIGHT, 
he looks into it from within the circle of Darkness, which he will not cross; nor will he quit his 
post till thc last day of this life-cycle. Why does the solitary Watcher remain a t  his self- 
chosen post? Why does he sit by the fountain of primeval Wisdom, of which he drinks no 
longer, as he has naught to learn which he does not know - aye, neither on this Earth, nor in 
its heaven? Because the lonely, sore-footed pilgrims on their way back to their home are never 
surc to the last moment of not losing their way in this limitless desert of illusion and matter 
callrd Earth-Life. Because he would fain show the way to that region of freedom and light, 
from which he is a voluntary exile himself, to  every prisoner who has succeeded in liberating 
himself from the bonds of flesh and illusion. Because, in short, he has sacrificed himself for the 
sake of mankind, though but a few Elect map profit by the GREAT SACRIFICE. 

" I t  is under the direct, silent guidance of this MAHW - (great) -- GURU that all the other 
less divine Teachers and instructors of mankind became, from the first awakening of human 
consciousness, the guides of early Humanity. I t  is through these 'Sons of God' that infant 
humanity got its first notions of all the arts and sciences, as well as of spiritual knowledge; 
and it is they who have laid the first foundation-stone of those ancient civilizations that puzzle 
so sorely our modern generation of students and scholars." 

And to the above H. P. Blavatsky appends the following as a footnote: 

"Let those who doubt this statement explain the mystcry of the extraordinary knowledge 
possessed by the ancients - alleged to have developed from lower and animal-like savages, the 
caw-men of the Palaeolithic age -on any other equally reasonable grounds. Let them turn 
to such works as those of Vitruvius Pollio of the Augustan age, on architecture, for instance, 
in which all the rules of proportion are those taught anciently at initiations, if he would acquaint 
himself \vith the truly divine art,  and understand the deep esoteric significance hidden i n  every 
rule and law of proportion. No man descended from a Palaeolithic cave-dweller could cvcr 
ccolve such a science unaided, even in millenniums of thought and intellectual evolution. I t  is 
the pupils of those incarnated Rishis and Devas of the third Root Race, who handed their 
knowledge from one generation to another, to Egypt and Greece with its now lost canon o j  
proportion; as it is the Disciples of the Initiates of the 4th, the Atlanteans, who handed it ovel 
to their Cj~clopes, the 'Sons of Cycles' or of the 'Infinite,' from whom the name passed to thc 
still later generations of Gnostic priests. ' I t  is owing to the divine perfection of those archi- 
tectural proportions that the Ancients could build those wonders of all the subsequent ages, 
their Fanes, Pyramids, Cave-Temples, Cromlechs, Cairns, Altars, proving they had the powers 
of machinery and a knowledge of mechanics to which modern skill is like a child's play, and 
which that skill refers to  itself as the "works of hundred-handed giants." ' (See 'Book  of Cod,' 
Kenealy.) Modern architects may not altogether have neglected those rules, but they have 
superadded enough empirical innovations to  destroy those just proportions. I t  is Vitruvius 
who gave to posterity the rules of construction of the Grecian temples erected to  the immortal 
gods; and the ten books of Marcus Vitruvius Pollio on Architecture, of one, in short, who was 
a n  initiate, can only be studied esoterically. The Druidical circles, the Dolmens, the Temples 
of India, Egypt, and Greece, the Towers and the 127 towns in Europe which were found 'Cyclo- 
pean in origin' by the French Institute, are all the work of initiated Priest-Architects, the 
descendants of those primarily taught by the 'Sons of God,' justly called 'The Builders.' 
This is what appreciative posterity says of those descendants. 'They used neither mortar nor 
cement, nor steel nor iron to cut the stones with; and yet they were so artfully wrought that in 
many places the joints are not seen, though many of the stones, as in Peru, are 18 feet thick, 
and in the walls of the fortress of Cuzco there are stones of a still greater size.' (Acosfa,  vi, 14.) 
'Again, the walls of Syene, built 5,400 years ago, when that spot mas exactly under the tropic, 
which it has now ceased to be, were so constructed that a t  noon, a t  the precise moment of the 
solar solstice, the entire disc of the Sun %-as seen reflected on their surface - a work which the 
united skill of all t h e  astronomers of Europe would not now be able to effect.'- (Kenealy, 
'Book  oj  God.')"- S. D., I, 207-208 
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One of the great Theosophical teachings universally held in antiquity 
is that of Reincarnation, and again by analogy just as the man of twenty, 
forty, or fifty and throughout his life, is in his interior nature identical 
with the boy that he was in his childhood, so the human race is the present 
Iron Age is identical with the infant humanity of the Golden Age, and 
the men and women now living are those same souls who received the 
fires of mind and instruction from the Divine Instructors of the Golden 
Age of the world. 

There is thus according to The Secret Doctrine a linking of all the ages 
and experiences through which mankind has passed, the souls of men 
being the links, and the men and women of today have not only lived many 
times in the historical past, now in this nation or race, and now in that, 
but have taken part in the civilization of the lost Atlantis and in still 
earlier civilizations which preceded it going back in time to the very 
birth of the human race. 

Man has thus accumulated unto himself a vast store of experience. 
In origin a spiritual being, he has gradually become incased in matter 
losing all memory of his origin and having no adequate conception of his 
destiny. Yet as The Secret Doctrine teaches, there have ever been those 
who have preserved this knowledge as "custodians of the Ancient Wis- 
dom," and as quoted by H. P. Blavatsky in The Secret Doctrine: 

"There WAS a 'primeval revelation,' and it  still exists; nor will it ever be lost to  the world, 
but will reappear."- S. D., Introductory, xxx 

MAN'S PL-~CE IN THE UNIVERSE 

"The aim of The Secret Doctrine," declares H .  P.  Blavatsky in her 
Preface is, in part, "to assign to man his rightful place in the scheme of 
the Universe." And again by analogy just as the indiaidual human beitlg 
cannot achieve his highest destiny nor do his best work except he be i n  perfect 
health, with eaery faculty and power working in harmony and co-operation. 
so too the Izumarz race cannot fulfil its destiny nor climb the heights of achiezle- 
went of knowledge and power that still lie before i t ,  unless it too be i n  perfect 
health and all its members united and working i n  harmony. 

This then is the philosophical and scientific basis for Peace offered in 
The Secret Doctrine, which Katherine Tingley now proclaims as the 
Theosophical Bible. The Golden Age of the spiritual, and yet in a sense 
irresponsible, childhood of humanity is millions of years away in the far 
past. Humanity has lost its way in its descent into the dark valleys of 
materialism, but it  has passed the lowest point, it is once more beginning 
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to ascend the heights. The ancient teachings of the Wisdom-Religion, 
Theosophy, have been in part again proclaimed by our three great Teach- 
ers, H. P. Rlavatsky, William Q. Judge, and Katherine Tingley. The 
old knowledge of the origin, development, and history of humanity is 
once more proclaimed, the way is pointed out for higher achievement, 
a new Golden Age of full consciousness and spiritual responsibility still 
lies ahead. The wars of the past have all resulted from man's ignorance 
and selfishness, but with knowledge of man's inner nature and that each 
as a spiritual being is linked with and a part of all others, there is no 
longer an "excuse for war," and Peace becomes not merely a desirable 
possibility, but a positive and joyous duty, leading the way tb heights of 
knowledge and achievement yet undreamed of in ordinary philosophy. 

THE REMEDY FOR WAR IS IN THE 

WISDOM-RELIGION -- THEOSOPHY 

I-IE affairs of man have gone awry through his own unwisdom; 
and it  is through his own wisdom alone that they can be 
made straight. War is a mighty evil that threatens the very 
existence of civilization; yet it is not war alone that thus 

threatens, but war made vast and horrible by the engines of destruction 
which man's cunning has devised. Nay, even without war, even in times 
of so-called peace, that same perverted ingenuity of man's would surely 
compass his destruction by some one or other of the numerous manifesta- 
tions of selfish greed, lust of material power, and hard indifference to the 
nobler qualities of human nature. 

I t  is man's wisdom, we have said, that alone can save him: wisdom, 
yes, but not cunning. Not the topheavy lopsided over-development of 
the brain-mind ; for it is that which has brought man to his present pass. 
What hope is there to be put in further scientific discovery, so long as 
each new discovery lends more aid to the forces of destruction and dis- 
integration than to those that bless and upbuild? I t  is that higher part 
of man's mind, which he has so long neglected, of whose very existence 
he is even unaware, yet which is in very truth the Soul of man - nay, 
is the man himself - i t  is this wisdom alone that can save him from the 
consequences of his ignorance and his folly. 

To bring back to present-day humanity the ancient and neglected 
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knowledge of this higher wisdom - this is the mission of Theosophy, of 
H. P. Blavatsky, its modern pioneer, and of her great work, which Kather- 
ine Tingley has declared to be the Bible of the ages, T h e  Secret Doclr i t~e .  
Let us glance a t  the Preface and Introduction to that work. 

MAN THE HEIR OF NOBLE ANCESTORS 

These truths, says the author, are not put forward as a revelation, 
nor does she claim the position of a revealer of mystic lore now made 
public for the first time. The contents of her work are to be found scattered 
through thousands of volumes imbodying the scriptures of the great 
Asiatic and early European religions, hidden under glyph and symbol, 
and hitherto left unnoticed because of this veil. What the author does 
is to gather together these tenets and make of them one harmonious and 
unbroken whole. For the history of human civilization goes much farther 
back than the little period covered by what is ordinarily called history. 
Right back into geological ages, counted by hundreds of millenniums, 
goes the history of great and cultured races, our predecessors, the noble 
ancestors of whom we are the privileged heirs. And all through the vast 
cycles of man's life on earth there has existed that great all-embracing 
fount of knowledge and wisdom, which is variously referred to in this 
boolc as the Secret Doctrine, the Wisdom-Religion, and the Esoteric 
Philosophy. During the bright cycles of history, when spiritual know- 
ledge prevails over materialism and selfishness, this knowledge is the 
common property of mankind, and the race is blessed by its universal 
diffusion. I t  is only during dark cycles, such as that of the Black or 
Iron Age, which covers most of the period known to ordinary scholars, 
that the knowledge of this Wisdom-Religion becomes temporarily lost 
for the many, and is known only to the few guardians and initiates whose 
duty it  is to preserve it throughout the ages of darkness and to bring it 
to light again when the favorable season dawns. 

In her book, H. P. Blavatsky claims, and makes good the claim, that 
the tenets of the Wisdom-Religion can be found in the allegories and sym- 
bols of all the great religions, mythologies, and philosophies; and that a 
comparison and interpretation of these materials will prove that they all 
have a common foundation; and since the troubles of the world have 
been due to its having to get along on dogmatic religions, with their 
warring sects; and to scientific speculations which deal only with the 
outer aspect of things and leave the essential principles untouched; it is 
evident that a restoration of the original knowledge must precede, and 
will usher in, a new order of ages. 

What these teachings are may be found by a study of the abundant 
Theosophical literature now accessible to all; and we cannot pause to  






















































































































