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who, confusing the planes of existence and consciousness, fell a victim
to it :"Satan , or Lucifer, represents the active, or, as M. J ules Baissac calls
it , the' Centrifugal Energy of the Universe' in a cosmic sense. He is
Fire, Light, Life , Struggle , Effort , Thought , Consciousness, Progress,
Civilization, Liberty, I ndependence. At the same time he is pain,
which is the Re- action of the pleasure of action , and death-which is the
revolution of life-Satan, burning in his own hell, produced by the fury
of his own momentum-the expansive disintegration of the nebul�
which is to concentrate into new worlds. And fitly is he again and
again baffled by the eternal Inertia of the passive energy of the Kosmos
the inexorable ' I AM '-the flint from which the sparks are beaten
and his adherents
consigned to the
out. Fitly is he
' sea of fire,' because it is the Sun (in one sense only in the Cosmic
allegory) , the fount of life in our system, where they are purified (disin
tegrated) and churned up to re- arrange them for another life (the
resurrection) ; that Sun which, as the origin of the active principle
of our Earth , is at once the Home and the Source of the :Mundane
T o demonstrate furthermore t h e accuracy of
Satan .
Baissac's general theory (in Le Diable et Satan) cold is known
to have a ' Centripetal ' effect. "Under the influence of cold everything
contracts. . . . Under it life hybernates, or dies out , thought congeals,
and fire is extinguished . Satan is immortal in his own Fire-Sea--it is
only in the 'Nifl-heim ' (the cold Hell of the Scandinavian Eddas ) of
the ' I A M' that he cannot exist . But for all that there is a kind of
Immortal Existence in the N ifl-heim, and that existence must be p ain le ss
and p eaceful, because it is Unconscious and Inactive. I n the Kingdom of
J ehovah (if this God were all that the J ews and Christians claim for him)
there is no Misery, no \\'ar, no marrying and giving in marriage, no
change, no Individual Consciousness.':' All is absorbed in the spirit of the
most Powerful. It is emphatically a kingdom of Peace an d loyal Submission
as that of the 'A rch-Rebel ' is one of War and R evolution
. It (the
.

.

.

•

a Guru, he became a mystic; then a theosophist who doubted, despaired; threw
up white for black magic, went insane and j oined the Roman Church. Then again
turning round, anathematized her, re-became an atheist , and died cursing humanity,
knowledge, and God, in whom he had ceased to believe. Furnished with all the esoteric
data to write his " War in Heaven," he made a semi-political article out of it, mixing
Mal thus with Satan , and Darwin with the astral light . Peace be to his-Shell. He is
a warning to the chelas who fail. His forgotten tomb may now be seen in the Mussul
man burial ground of the Joonagad, Kathiawar, in India.
The author talks of the active, fighting, damning Jehovah as though he were a
synonym of Parabrahm ! We have quoted from this article to show where it dissents
from theosophi c t eachings; otherwise i t would be quoted some day against us, as
everything published in the Theosophist generally is.

master,

•
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former ) is in fact what Theosophy calls Nirvana. But then Theosophy
teaches that separation from the Primal Source having once occurred,
Re-union can only be achieved by Will-Effort-which is distinctly
Satanic in the sense of this essay."
It is " Satanic" from the standpoint of orthodox Romanism, for it is
owing to the prototype of that which became in time the Christian
Devil-to the Radiant Archangels, Dhyans- Chohans, who refused to
create, because they wanted Man to become his own creator and an im
mortal god-that men can reach Nirvana and the haven of heavenly
divine Peace .
To close this rather lengthy comment, the Secret Doctrine teaches
that the Fire-Devas, the Rudras, and the Kumar as, the " Virgin-Angels,"
(to whom Michael and Gabriel, the Archangels, both belong) , the divine
" Rebels ''-called by the all-materializing and positive J ews, the Nahash
or " Deprived " -preferred the curse of in carn a tion and the long cycles of
terrestrial existence and rebirths, to seeing the misery ( even if uncon
scious) of the beings ( evolved as shadows out of their Brethren )
through the semi - passive energy of their too spiritual Creators.
If " man's uses of life should be such as neither to animalize
nor to spiritualize, but to humanize Self,"':' before he can do so,
he must be born human not angelic . Hence, tradition shows the
celestial Yogis offering themselves as voluntary victims in order to redeem
H umanity - created god-like and perfect at first - and to endow
him with human affections and aspirations. To do this they had to give
up their natural status and, descending on our globe, take up their
abode on it for the whole cycle of the Mahayuga , thus exchanging their
impersonal individualities for individual personalities-the bliss of
sidereal existence for the curse of terrestrial life. This voluntary sacri
fice of the Fiery Angels , whose nature was Knowledge and L ove, was con
strued by the exoteric theologies into a statement that shows " the rebel
angels hurled down from heaven into the darkness of H ell " -our
Earth. H indu philosophy hints at the truth by teaching that the A suras
hurled down by Siva , are only in an intermediate state in which they pre
pare for higher degrees of purification and redemption from their
* Explaining the Kabala, Dr. H. Pratt says, " Spirit was to man (to the Jewish
Rabbin , rather?) a bodiless , disembodied , or deprived, and degraded being, and hence
was termed by the ideograph Nahash ' Deprived ; ' represented as appearing to and
seducing the human race-men through the Woman . . . . In the picture from this N ahash,
this spirit was represented by a serpent, because from its destitution of bodily members,
the Serpent was looked upon as a deprived and depraved and degraded creature "
("New Aspects," p. 235). Symbol for symbol there are those who would prefer that of the
serpent-the symbol of wisdom and eternity , deprived of limbs as it is- to the
Jod (.,)-the poetical i deograph of Jehovah in the Kabala-the god of the male
symbol of generation.
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wretched condition ; but Christian theology, claiming to be based on
the rock of divine love, charity, and j ustice of him it appeals to as its
S aviour-has invented, to enforce that claim paradoxically, the dreary
d ogma of hell , that Archimedean lever of Roman Catholic philosophy.
As to Rabbinical \Visdom-than which there is none more positive,
materialistic, or grossly terrestrial, as it brings everything down to
physiological mysteries-it calls these Beings, the " Evil One ; " and the
Kabalists-Nahash, " Deprived," as j ust said, and the Souls, that have
thrown themselves, after having been alienated in Heaven from the Holy One,
into an abyss at the dawn of their very existence, and have anticipated
the time when they are to descend on earth. (Zohar iii. , 6r, C.)
And let me explain at once that our quarrel is not with the Zohar and
the Kabala in their right interpretation-for the latter is ours-but only
with the gross, pseudo esoteric explanations of the later, and especially
those of the Christian Kabalists.
" Our earth awl man , says the Commentary, "being the products of thr;
three Fires "-whose three names answer, in Sanskrit, to "the electric fire,
the Solar fire, and the fire produced by friction," -these three fires, explained
on the Cosmic and human planes , are Spirit , Soul, and Body, the three
great Root groups, with their four additional divisions. These vary
with the Schools, and become-according to their applications-the
upadhis and the vehicles, or the noumena of these. In the exoteric accounts,
they are personified by the " three sons of surpassing brilliancy and
splendour " of Agni Abhimanim, the eldest son of Brahma, the Cosmic
LoGos, by Swaha, one of Daksha ' s* daughters. In the metaphysical sense
the " Fire of friction " means the Union between Buddhi, the sixth, and
Manas, the fifth, principles, which thus are united or cemented together;
the fifth merging partially into and becoming part of the monad; in the
physical, it relates to the creative spark, or germ, which fructifies and
generates the human being. The three Fires, it is said (whose names are
P avaka, P avamana and Suchi) were condemned by a curse of Vasishta ,
the great sage, " to be hom over and over again." (Bhagavata-Purana iv. 24,
4.) This is clear enough .
Therefore, the FL A IviES, whose functions are confused in the exoteric
books, and who are called indifferently Praj apati, Pitris, M anus, Asuras,
-

"

• Dak�ha, the "intelligent, the competent."

idea of

creative power."

" This name generally carries with it the

He is a son of Brahmll, and of Aditi, and agreeably to other

versions, a self-born power, which, like Minerva, sprang from his father's body.
the chief of the Prajdpati-the Lords or Creators of Being.

He

is

In Vishnu Purllna,

Pardsara says of him, "in every Kalpa (or manvantara) Daksha and the rest are born
and are again destroyed."

And the Rig-Veda says that "Daksha sprang from Aditi

and Aditi from Daksha," a reference to the eternal cyclic re-birth of the same divine
Essence.
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Rishis, Kumaras,':' etc . etc. , are said to incarnate personally in the
Third Root- Race and thus find themselves " reborn over and over
again ." In the Esoteric doctrine they are generally named the Asuras,
or the Asu-ra Devata or Pitar-devata (gods) for, as said, they were first
Gods-and the highest-before they became " no gods," and had from
Spirits of Heaven fallen into Spirits of the Earth t-exoterically, note
well, in orthodox dogma.
-

N o Theologian, any more than an Orientalist, can ever understand
the genealogies of the Praj apati, the M anus, and the Rishis, nor the
direct connection of these-or their correlation rather-with the Gods,
unless he has the key to the old primitive Cosmogony and Theogony,
which all the N ations originally had in common . All these gods and
demi-gods are found reborn on earth, in various Kalpas and in as
various characters ; each , moreover, having his Karma distinctly traced,
and every effect assigned to its cause.
Before other Stanzas could be explained, it was, as seen, absolutely
necessary to show that the sons of " Dark Wisdom ," though identical
with the Archangels which Theology has chosen to call the " Fallen,"
are as divine and as pure and more so than all the Michaels and
G abriels so glorified in the churches. The " old Book " goes into
various details of Astral life , which at this j uncture. would be quite
incomprehensible to the reader. It may, th erefore , be left for later
explanations, and the First and Second Races can now only receive bare
notice. N ot so for the Third Race-the Root- Race which separated
into sexes, and which was the first to be endowed with reason . Men
evolving pari passu with the globe, and the latter having " incrustated"
more than a hundred million of years before-the first human sub-race
had already begun to materialize or solidify, so to say. But, as the
Stanza has it : " the inner man (th e conscious Entity) was not." Thi s
" Conscious Entity" Occultism says, comes from , nay, in many cases
is, the very entire essence and esse of the high Intelligences condemned,
by the undeviating law of Karmic evolution, to reincarnate in this
man vantara .
No one of these orders is distinct from the Pitris or Progenitors, as says M anu
(iii. 284) . " The wise call our fathers Vasus ; our paternal grandfathers, Rudras ; our
paternal great grandfathers, Adityas ; agreeably to a text of the Vedas, " or "this is an
everlasting Vedic text " in another translation.
t As now discovered by the late G. Smith in the Babylonian cylinder literature, it
was the same in Chaldean theogony. Ishtar , " eldest of Heaven and of Earth." Below
him the !gaga or Angels of Heaven, and the Anunnaki, or angels of Earth. Below
t hese again various classes of Spirits and '' Genii" called Sadu, Vadukku , Ekimu,
Gallu-of which some were good, some evil. (See Babylonian Mythology.")
*

"
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(b) This verse (thirty-ninth) relates exclusively to the racial divisions .
Strictly speaking, esoteric philosophy teaches a modified polygenesis.
For, while it assigns to humanity a oneness of origin , in so far that its
forefathers or " Creators " were all divine beings-though of different
classes or degrees of perfection in their hierarchy-men were neverthe
less born on seven different centres of the continent of that period.
Though all of one common origin, yet for reasons given their poten
tialities and mental capabilities, outward or physical forms, and future
characteristics, were very different . '� As to their complexions, there is a
suggestive allegory told in Linga Purana. The Kumara-the Rudra
gods, so called (see further), are described as incarnations of Siva , the
destroyer (of outward forms), named also Vamadeva. The latter, as a
Kumara, the " Eternal Celibate, " the chaste Virgin youth , springs fro m
Brahma in each great M anvantara , a n d " again becomes four " ; a
reference to the four great divisions of the human races, as regards com
plexion and type-and three chief variations of these . Thus in the zgth
Kalpa-in this case a reference to the transformation and evolution of
the human form which Siva ever destroys and remodels periodically,
down to the manvantaric great t urning point about the middle of the
F ourth (Atlantean) Race-in the zgth Kalpa, Siva, as Swetalohita , the root
Kumara, becomes, from moon-coloured, white; in his next trans
formation-he is red (and in this the exoteric version differs
from the Esoteric teaching) ; in the third -yellow ; in the fourth-black.
Esotericism now classes these seven variations, with their four great
divisions, into only three distinct primeval races-as it does not take
into consideration the First Race, which had neither type nor colour,
and hardly an objective, though colossal form. The evolution of these
races, their formation and development, went pari passu and on
parallel lines with the evolution, formation, and development of three
geological strata , from which the human complexion was as much
derived as it was determined by the climates of those zones . It names
three great divisions, namely, the RED-YELLOW, the BLACK, and the BROWN
WHITE. t
The Aryan races, for instance, now varying from dark brown ,
almost black, red-brown-yellow, down to the whitest creamy colour, are
yet all of one and the same stock-the Fifth Root-Race-and spring
Some sup erio r, others inferior, to suit the Karma of the various reincarnating
Monads which could not be all of the sa me d egree of purity in their last births in other
worlds. This accounts for the difference of races, the in feriority of the savage, and
•

other human varieties.
t "There are," says Top inard (English edition of " Anthropology ," with preface by
Professor B r oca) , '' THREE fu n dament al elements of colour in the h uman organism

namely, the red, the yellow, and the black, which, m ixed in variable quantities with the
white of the tissues, give rise to t hose numerous shades seen in the human family."
Here is science u nintention a lly su p porting Occultism agai n.
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from one single progenitor, called in H indu exotericism by the generic
name of Vaivasvata M anu: the latter, remember, being that generic
personage, the Sage, who is said to have lived over rS,ooo ,ooo years ago ,
and also Sso,ooo years ago-at the time of the sinking of the last remnants
o f the great continent of Atlantis':' ( See the Root and Seed Manus further
on) , and who is said to live even now in his mankind. ( Vide at the end of
this Stanza," THE PRIMEVAL M ANU S OF HuMANITY." ) The light yellow is
the colour of the first SOLID human race, which appeared after tlw middle
of the Third Root Race (after its fall into generation-as j ust explained),
bringing on the final changes. For, it is only at that period that
the last transformation took place , which brought forth man as he is now,
·
only on a magnified scale. This Race gave birth to the Fourth Race ;
" Siva " gradually transforming that portion of H umanity which became
" black with sin " into re d-yello w (the red Indians and the Mongolians
being the descendants of these) and finally into Brown-white races-
which now, together with the yellow Races, form the great bulk of
H umanity. The allegory in Linga Purana is curious, as showing the
great ethnological knowledge of the ancients.
\Vhen reading of " the last transformation , " let the reader consider
at this j uncture, if that took place rS,ooo,ooo years ago, how many
millions more it must have required to reach that final stage ? And if
man, in his gradual consolidation, developed pari passu with the earth,
how many millions of years must have elapsed during the First, Second,
and the first half of the Third Race ? For the Earth was in a compara
tively ethereal condition before it reached its last consolidated state ;
the archaic teachings, moreover, telling us that, during the middle
period of the Lemuro-Atlantean Race, three and a half Races after
the Genesis of man, the Earth , man, and everything on the Globe was
of a still grosser and more material nature, while such things as corals
and some she lls were still in a semi-gelatinous, astral state. The
cycles that int ervened since then, have already carried us onward, on
the opposite ascending arc, some steps toward our dematerialization, as
the spiritualists would say. The Earth, ourselves, and all things have
softened since then-aye, even our brains. But it has been objected by
some theosophists that an ethereal Earth even some 15, or 2o,ooo,ooo
years ago, does not square with Geology, which teaches us that winds blew,
rains fell, waves broke on the shore, sands shifted and accumulated,
*

I t must be remembered that the " last remnants " here spoken of, refer t o those

portions of the

"great continent " which still remained, and not to any of the

numerous islands which existed contemporaneously

with

the continent.

Plato's

"island" was, for instance, one of such remnants ; the others having sunk at various
periods previously. An occult " tradition " teaches that such submersions occur when
ever there is an eclipse of the ''spiritual sun."
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etc . , etc . , that , in short , all natural causes now in operation were then
in force, "in the very earliest ages of geological time, aye, that of the oldest
palceozoic rocks." To this the following answers are given. Firstly,
what is the date assigned by geology to those " oldest palceozoic rocks " ?
And secondly, why could not the winds blow, rain fall, and waves (of
carbonic acid apparently, as science seems to imply) break on the shore,
on an Earth semi-astral, i.e., viscid? The word " astral " does not
necessarily mean as thin as smoke, in occult phraseology, but rather
" starry," shining or pellucid, in various and numerous degrees, from a
quite filmy to a viscid state, as j ust observed. But it is further objected :
H ow could an astral Earth have affected the other planets in this
system ? \V auld not the whole process get out of gear now if the
attraction of one planet was suddenly removed ? The objection is
evidently invalid , since our system is composed of older and younger
planets, some dead (like the moon) , others in process of formation , for
all astronomy knows to the contrary. Nor has the latter ever affirmed ,
so far as we know, that all the bodies of our system have sprung into
existence and developed simultaneously. The Cis-Himalayan secret
teachings differ from those of I ndia in this respect. H indu Occultism
teaches that the Vaivasvata M anu Humanity i s eighteen million and
odd years old. \Ve say, yes ; but only so far as physical, or approxi
mately physical, man is concerned, who dates from the close of the
Third Root- Race. B eyond that period MAN, or his filmy image, may
have existed for 300 million years, for all we know ; since we are not
taught figures which are and will remain secret with the Masters of
O ccult Science, as j ustly stated in " Esoteric Buddhism. " M oreover,
whereas the H indu Puranas speak of one Vaivasvata M anu, we affirm
that there were several, the name being a generic one. (Vide supra).
We must now say a few more words on the physical evolution of
man.
ARcHAIC

TEACHINGs

I N THE

PHYSICAL

PuRANAS AND

GENESIS.

EvoLUTION .

The writer cannot give too much proof that the system of Cosmogony
and Anthropogony as described actually existed, that its records are
preserved, and that it is found mirrored even in the modern versions of
ancient Scriptures .
The Pun1nas on the one hand , and the J ewish Scriptures on the other,
are based on the same scheme of evolution, which, read esoterically
and expressed in modern language, would be found to be quite a s
scientific as much o f what now passes current as the :final word of
recent discovery. The only difference bet ween the two schemes is, that
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the Puranas, giving as much, and perhaps more attention to the causes
than to the effects, allude to the pre - Cosmic and pre - Genetic periods
rather than to those of so-called Creation , whereas the Bible, saying
only a few words of the former period, plunges forthwith into material
genesis, and, while nearly skipping the pre-A damic races, proceeds with
its allegories concerning the Fifth Race.
N ow, whatever the onslaught made on the Order of creation in
Genesis, and its dead letter account certainly lends itself admirably to
criticism ,* he who reads the Hindu Puranas-its allegorical exaggera
tions notwithstanding - will find them quite in accordance ·with
physical Science.
Even what appears to be the, on the face of it, perfectly nonsensical
allegory of Brahma assuming the form of a Boar to rescue the Earth from
under the waters, finds in the Secret Commentaries a perfectly scientific
explanation, relating as it does to the many risings and sinkings, and the
constant alternation of water and land from the earliest to the latest geo
logical periods of our globe ; for Science t eaches us now that nine-tenths
of the stratified formations of the earth's crust have been gradually
constructed beneath water, at the bottom of the seas. The ancient Aryans
are credited with having known nothing whatever of natural history,
geology, and so on. The J ewish race is, on the other hand , proclaimed
even by its severest critic, an uncompromising opponent of the Bible,
(See " Modern Science and M odern Thought ," p. 3 3 7 ), to have
the merit of having conceived the idea of monotheism " earlier, and
retained it more firmly, than any of the less philosophical and more immoral
religions(!!) of the ancient world . " Only, while we find in Biblical
esotericism physiological sexual mysteries symbolised , and very little
Mr. Gladstone's unfortunate attempt to reconcile the Genetic account with science
(see Nineteenth Century , " Dawn of Creation " and the" Proem to Genesis," r 886) has
brought upon him the Jovian thunderbolt hurled by �ir. Huxley . The dead-letter
account warranted no such attempt ; and his fourfold order, or division of animated
creation, has turned into the stone wh ich , instead of killing the fly on the sleeping
ft·iend's brow, killed the man instead . Mr. Gladstone killed Genesis for ever. But this
does not prove that there is no esotericism in the latter. The fact that the Jews and
all the Christians, the modern as well as the early sects, have accepted the nar
rative literally for two thousand years, shows only t heir ignorance; and shows the great
ingenuity and constructive ability of the initiated Rabbis, who have built the two
accounts-the Elohistic and the Jehovistic-esoterically, and h ave purposely confused
the meaning by the vowelless glyphs or word-signs in the original text. The six days
yam-of creation do mean six periods of evolution , and tl:e seventh that of culmination
of perfection (not of rest), and refer to the seven Rounds and the seven Races
with a distinct " creation" in each ; t hough the use of the words boker, dawn or morning,
and crib, evening twilight-which have esoterically the same meaning as sandhya,
twilight, in Sanskrit-have led to a charge of the most crass ignorance of the order of
evolution.
•
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m ore (something for which very little real philosophy is requisite), in the
Puranas one may find the most scientific and philosophical " dawn of
creation," which, if impartially analyzed and rendered into plain
language from its fairy tale-like allegories, would show that modern
zoology, geology, astronomy, and nearly all the branches of modern
knowledge, have been anticipated in the ancient Science, and were
known to the philosophers in their general features, if not in such detail
as at present !
Puranic astronomy, with all its deliberate concealment and con
fusion for the purpose of leading the profane off the real track, was shown
even by Bentley to be a real science ; and those who are versed in the
mysteries of Hindu astronomical treatises, will prove that the modern
theories of the progressive condensation of nebul;E, nebulous stars and
suns, with the most minute details about the cyclic progress of
asterisms-far more correct than Europeans have even now-for
chronological and other purposes, were known in I ndia to perfection.
I f we turn to geology and zoology we find the same. \;vhat are all
the myths and endless genealogies of the seven Prajapati, and their
sons, the seven Rishis or M anus, and of their wives, sons and progeny ,
but a vast detailed account of the progressive development and
evolution of animal creation , one species after the other ? Were the
highly philosophical and metaphysical Aryans-the authors of the most
perfect philosophical systems of transcendental psychology, of Codes
of Ethics, and such a grammar as Panini's, of the Sankhya and
Vedanta systems , and a moral code (Buddhism), proclaimed by
Max Muller the most perfect on earth-such fools, or children,
as to lose their time in writing fatry tales; such tales as the Puranas
now seem to be in the eyes o f those who have not the remotest
idea of their secret meaning ? \;vhat is the fable, the genealogy
and origin of Kasyapa, with his twelve wives, by whom he had a
numerous and diversified progeny of nagas (serpents) , reptiles , birds,
and all kinds of living things, and who was thus the father o f all kinds of
animals, but a veiled record of the order of evolution in this round? So far,
we do not see that any Orientalist ever had the remotest conception
of the truths concealed under the allegories and personifications. " The
Satapatha Brahmana, " says one, " gives a not very intelligible account of
Kasyapa's origin .. . . He was the son of M arichi, the Son of Brahma,
the father of Vivasvat , the father of M anu, the progenitor of mankind .
. . . Ha'.'ing assumed the form of a tortoise, Prajapati created offspring.
That which he created he made akarot, hence the word kz1rma (tortoise) .
Kasyapa means t ortoise; hence men say : 'All creatures are descen·
dants of Kasyapa, ' " etc . , etc. (Hindu Class. Diet.)
He was all this ; he was also the father of Garuda, the bird , the " King

Theosophical University Press Online Edition

254

THE

SECRET

DOCTRINE.

of the feathered tribe, " who descends from, and is of one stock with tlze
reptiles, the nagas ; and who becomes their mortal enemy subsequently-as
he is also a cycle, a period of time, when in the course of evolution the birds which
developed from reptiles in their "struggle for life,"-" survival of the fittest,"
etc., etc., turned in preference on those they issued from, to devour them,-perhaps
prompted by n atural law, in order t o make room for other and more
perfect species. (Vide Part I I., " Symbolism." )
I n that admirable epitome of " Modern Science and Modern Thought ,"
a lesson in natural history is offered to Mr. Gladstone , showing the utter
variance with it of the Bible. The author remarks that Geology,
commencing with" . . . the earliest known fossil, the Eozoon Canadense of the Laurentian,
continued in a c hain, every link of which is firmly welded, through the Silurian,
with its abund ance of m olluscous,
indication

crustacean , and vermiform life and first

of fishes; the Devonian, with its predominanc e of fish and first

appearance of reptiles ; the Me sozoic with its batrachian s (or frog family) ; t h e
Secondary formations, in which reptiles of t h e s e a , l a n d and a i r preponderated,
and the first humble forms of vertebrate land animals began to appear; and
finally, the Tertiary, in which mammalian life has b ecome abundant, and type
suc ceeding to type a n d species to species, are gradually differentiated and
specialized , through the Eocen e , Miocene, and Pliocene period s , until we arrive
at the Glacial and Pre-historic periods, and at positive proof of the existence o f
m an.''

The same order, plus the description of animals unknown to modern
science , is found in the commentaries on the Puranas in general, and
in the Book of Dzyan-especially. The only difference, a grave one, no
doubt ,-as implying a spiritual and divine nature of man independent of
his physical body in this illusionary world, in which the false personality
and its cerebral basis alone is known to orthodox psychology-is as
follows. H aving been in all the so-called " Seven creations," allegoriz
ing the seven evolutionary changes, or the sub-races, we may call them,
of the First Root-race of Mankind-MAN was on earth in this Round
from the beginning. Having passed through all the kingdoms of nature i n
t h e previou s three Rounds ,':' his physical frame-one adapted to t h e thermal
conditions of those early periods-was ready to receive the divine Pilgrim
at the first dawn of human life, i.e., rS,ooo,ooo years ago. It is only at the
" Follow the law of analogy "-the Masters teach. At11uz-Buddhi is dual and Manas
is triple; inasmuch as the former has two aspects, and the latter· three, i.e., as a princtple
per se, which gravitates, in its higher aspect, to Atma-Buddhi, and follows, in its lower
nature, Kama, the seat of terrestrial and animal desires and passions . Now compare
the evolution of the Races, the First and the Second of which are of the nature
of Atma-Bnddhi, their passive Spiritual progeny, and the Third Root-Race shows three
distinct divisions or aspects physiologically and psychically; the earliest, sinless; the
middle portions awakening to intelligence; and the third and last decidedly animal: i.e.,
Manas succumbs to the temptations of Kama,
*
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mid-point of the 3rd Root Race that man was endowed with Manas. Once
united, the two and then the three made one ; for though the lower animals,
from the amceba to m an , received their monads, in which all the higher
qualities are potential, all have to remain dormant till each reaches its
human form, before which stage manas (mind) has no development in
them." I n the animals every principle is paralysed, and in a £cetus-like
state, save the second (vital) and the third (the astral) , and the rudi 
ments of the fourth (Kama, which is desire, instinct) whose intensity and
development varies and changes with the species. To the materialist
wedded to the Darwinian theory, this will read like a fairy-tale, a mysti
fication ; to the believer in the inner, spiritual man, the statement will
have nothing unnatural in it.
N ow the writer is certain to meet what will be termed insuperable
objections. We shall be told that the line of embryology, the gradual
development of every individual life, and the progress of what is known
to take place in the order of progressive stages of specialization-that
all this is opposed to the idea of man preceding mammals. Man begins
as the humblest and most primitive vermiform creature, " from the
primitive speck of protoplasm and the nucleated cell in which all life
originates," and " is developed through stages undistinguishable from
those of fish, reptile and mammal, until the cell finally attains the
highly specialized development of the quadrumanous, and last of all, of the
human type." (Laing, 335-)
This is perfectly scientific, and we have nothing against that ; for all
this relates to the shell of man-his body, which in its growth is subject,
of course, like every other (once c alled) morphological unit, to such
metamorphoses. It is not those who teach the transformation of the
m ineral atom through crystallization-which is the same function,
and bears the same relation t o its inorganic (so-called) upadhi (or basis)
a s the formation of cells to their organic nuclei, through plant , insect
and animal into man-it is not they who will rej ect this theory, a s it
will finally lead to the recognition of a Universal Deity in nature, ever
present and as ever invisible, and unknowable, and of intra- Cosmic
gods, who all were men. t
'' Men are made co mplete only during their third, toward the fourth cycle (race).
'They are made'' gods " for good and evil , and responsible only when the two arcs
meet (after 3� rounds t owards the fifth Race). They are made so by the Nirmdnahaya
(spiritual or astral remains) of the Rudra-Kumil.ras, "cursed to be reborn on earth again;
meaning-doomed in their natural tum to reincarnation in the higher ascending arc of the
terrestrial cycle." (Commentary IX.)
t The whole trouble is this: neither physiologists nor pathologists will recognize
that the cell-germinating substance (the cytoblastema) and the mother-lye from which
crystals originate, are one and the same e�sence, save in differentiation for purposes.
•
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But we would ask, what does science and its exact and now axio
matic discoveries prove against our Occult theory? Those who believe
in the law of Evolution and gradual progressive development from a
cell (which from a vital has become a morphological cell, until it awoke
as protoplasm pure and simple)-these can surely never limit their belief
to one line of evolution. The types of life are innumerable ; and the
progress of evolution, moreover, does not go at the same rate in every
kind of species. The constitution of primordial matter in the Silurian
age-we mean " primordial matter of science-is the same in every
essential particular, save its degree of present grossness, as the pri
mordial living matter of to-day. Nor do we find that which ought to
be found , if the now orthodox theory of Evolution were quite correct,
namely, a constant , ever-flowing progress in every species of being.
Instead of that , what does one see ? While the intermediate groups of
animal being all tend toward a higher type, and while specializations, now
of one type and now of another, develop through the geological ages,
change forms, assume new shapes, appear and disappear with a kaleido
s copic rapidity in the description of palceontologists from one period
to another, the two solitary exceptions to the general rule are those at
the two opposite poles of life and type, namely-MAN and the lower genera
of being!
" Certain well-marked forms of living beings have existed through
enormous epochs, survivmg not only the changes of physical conditions,
but persisting comparatively unaltered, while other forms of life have
appeared and disappeared. Such forms may be t ermed 'persistent
types ' of life ; and examples of them are abundant enough in both the
animal and the vegetable worlds " (H uxley, '' Proceed. of Roy. Inst . ,"
vol. i ii . , p. rsr).
N evertheless, we are not given any good reason why Darwin links
together reptiles, birds, amphibians, fishes, mollusca, etc . , etc . , as
off-shoots of a moneric ancestry. Nor are we told whether reptiles, for
instance, are direct descendants of the amphibia , the latter of fishes,
and fishes of lower forms-which they certainly are. For the Monads
have passed through all these forms of being up to man, on every
planet , in the Three preceding Rounds ; every Round, as well as every
subsequent Globe, from A to G, having been, and still having to be the
arena of the same evolution , only repeated each time on a more solid
material basis. Therefore the question :-" What relation is there
between the Third Round astral prototypes and ordinary physical
development in the course of the origination of pre-mammalian organic
species? "-is easily answered. One i s the shadowy prototype of the
other, the preliminary, hardly defined, and evanescent sketch on the
canvas , of obj ects, which are destined to receive the final and vivid
"
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form under the brush of the painter. The fish evolved into an
amphibian-a frog-in the shadows of ponds, and man passed through
all his metamorphoses on this Globe in the Third Round as he did in
this, his Fourth Cycle. The Third Round types contributed to the
formation of the types in this one . On strict analogy, the cycle of
Seven Rounds in their work of the gradual formation of man through
every kingdom of Nature, are repeated on a microscopical scale in the
first seven months of gestation of a fut ure human being. Let the
student think over and work out this analogy. As the seven months'
old unborn baby, though quite ready, yet needs two months more in
which to acquire strength and consolidate ; so man , having perfected
his evolution during seven Rounds, remains two periods more in the
womb of mother-Nature before he is born, or rather reborn a Dhyan i ,
still more perfect than he was before h e launched forth a s a Monad on
the newly built chain of worlds. Let the student ponder over this
mystery, and then he will easily convince himself that, as there are
also physical links between many classes, so there are precise domains
wherein the astral merges into physical evolution. Of this Science
breathes not one word. Man has evolved with and from the monkey,
it says . But now see the contradiction .
H uxley proceeds to point out plants, ferns, club mosses, some
of them generically identical with those now living, which are
met with in the carboniferous epoch, for :-" The cone of the oolitic
A raucaria i s hardly distinguishable from that of existing species.
. . . . Sub-kingdoms of animals yield the same instances. The
globigerina of the Atlantic soundings is identical with the creta
ceous species of the same genus . . . the tabulate corals of the
Silurian epoch are wonderfully like the millepores of our own seas. . . .
The arachnida, the highest group of which , the scorpions, is represented
in the coal by a genus differing only from its living congeners only in
. . . the eyes, " etc . , etc. ; all of which may be closed with Dr. Carpenter's
authoritative statement about the Foraminifera. " There is no evidence,"
he says, " of any fundamental modification or advance in the Forami
niferous type from the pal<Bozoic period to the present time. . . . The
Foraminiferous Fauna of our own series probably present a greater
range of variety than existed at any previous period ; but there is no indi
cation of any tendency to elevation towards a higher type." ( " I ntroduction to
the study of the Foraminifera, " p . xi. )
Now, if there is n o indication of chan ge in the Foraminifera, a
protozoon of the lowest type of life, mouthless and eyeless,
except its greater va riety now than before, man, who is on the
uppermost rung of the ladder of being, indicates still less change, as we
have seen; the skeleton of his Pal<Bolithic ancestor being even found
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superior in some respects to his present frame. Where is, then, the
claimed uniformity of law, the absolute rule for one species shading off into
another, and, by insensible gradations, into higher types ? We see Sir
William Thomson admitting as m uch as 40o,ooo,ooo of years in the
earth's history, siuce the surface of the globe became sufficiently cool to
permit of the presence of living things ; ':' and during that enormous lapse
of time in the Oolitic period alone, the so-called " age of reptiles," we find
a most extraordinary variety and abundance of Saurian forms, the
vVe learn of
Amphibian type reaching its highest developments.
I chthyosauri and Plesiosauri in the lakes and rivers, and of winged
crocodiles or lizards flying in the air. After which, in the Tertiary
period " we find the M ammalian type exhibiting remarkable divergences
from previously existing forms . . . . Mastodons, Megatheriums, and
other unwieldy denizens of the ancient forests and plains ; and sub
sequently," are notified of-" the gradual modification of one of the ramifica
tions of the Q uadrumanous order , into those beings from whom primeval man
himself may claim to have been evolved." (" The Beginnings of Life.")
He may; but no one, except materialists, can see why he should ; as
there is not the slightest necessity for it, nor is such an evolut ion
warranted by facts, for those most interested in the proofs thereof confess
their utter failure to find one single fact to support their theory. There
is no need for the numberless types of life to represent the members cf
one progressive series. They are " the products of v arious and
different evolutional divergences, taking place now in one direction and
now in another." Therefore it is far more j ustifiable to say that the
monkey evolved into the Quadrumanous order, than that primeval
man, who has remained stationary zn his human specialization ever since his fossil is
found in the oldest strata, and of whom no variety is found save in colour
and facial type-has developed from a common ancestor together with
the ape.
That man originates like other animals in a cell and deve lops
" through stages undistinguishable from those of fish, reptile, and
mammal until the cell attains the highly specialized development of the
quadrumanous and at last the h11man type," is an Occult axiom thousands
of years old. The Kabalistic axiom : " A stone becomes a plant; a
p lant a beast ; a beast a man ; a man a God , " holds good through
out the ages.
H ceckel, in his Shopfungsgeschichte, shows a double
drawing representing two embryos-that of a dog six weeks old,
and that of a man, eight weeks. The two, except the slight difference
in the head, larger and wider about the brain in the man, are
·• "Traits. of Geolog. Soc . of Glasgow," val . iii. Very strangely, however, he has just
changed his opinion. The sun, he says, is only rs,ooo,ooo old.
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undistinguishable. " In fact, we may say that every human being
passes through the stage of fi sh and reptile before arriving at that o f
mammal and finally of man. I f we take him up at the more advanced
stage where the embryo has already passed the reptilian form . . . for
a considerable time, the line of development remains the same a s that
of other mammalia. The rudimentary limbs are exactly similar, the
five fingers and toes develop in the same way, and the resemblance
after the first four weeks' growth between the embryo of a man and a dog is
such that it is scarcely possible to distinguish them. Even at the age of
eight weeks the embryo man i s an animal with a tail hardly to be
distinguished from an embryo puppy " ( " Modern Science ," etc . ,
p. 1 7 1 ) .
Why, then , not m ake man and dog evolve from a common ancestor,
or from a reptile-a Naga, instead of coupling man with the quadrumana ?
This would be j ust as logical as the other, and more so. The shape and the
stages of the human embryo have not changed since historical times,
and these metamorphoses were known to .tEsculapius and H ippocrates
as well as to Mr. H uxley. Therefore, since the Kabalists had remarked
it since prehistoric times, it is no new discovery. In " I sis, " Vol . I . ,
3 8 9 , i t i s noticed and half explained .
A s the embryo of man has no more of the ape in it than of any other
mammal, but contains in itself the totality of the kingdoms of nature, and since
it seems to be " a persistent type " of life, far more so than even the Fora
minifera, it seems as illogical to m ake him evolve from the ape as it would
be to trace his origin to the frog or the dog. Both O ccult and Eastern
philosophies believe in evolution, which Manu and Kapila':' give with far
more clearness than any scientist does at present . No need to repeat that
which was fully debated in Isis Unveiled, as the reader may find all these
arguments and the description of the basis on which all the Eastern
doctrines of Evolution rested , in our earlier books. t But no Occultist
can accept the unreasonable proposition that all the now existing
forms, " from the structureless Amceba to man, " are the direct lineal
descendants of organisms which lived millions and millions of years
before the birth of man, in the pre-Silurian epochs, in the sea or l andHence the philosophy i n the allegory of the 7 , 10, and finally 2 1 Prajapati, Rishis,
Munis, etc . , who all are made the fathers of various t hings and beings. The order of
the seven classes or orders of plants, animals, and even inanimate things, given at
random in the Puranas, is found in several commentaries in the correct rotation. Thus,
Prithu is the father of the Earth. He milks her, and makes her bear every kind of grain
and vegetable, all enumerated and specified. Kasyapa is the father of all the reptiles,
snakes, demons, etc . , etc.
t See Vol . I . 1 5 1 , et -seq . , about the tree of evolution-The " M undane Tree."
•
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mud . The Occ ultists believe in an inherent law of progressive develop
ment. ':' Mr. Darwin never did, and says so himself.
On page 1 45 of the " Origin of Species " we find him stating that, since
there can be no advantage to the infusorian animalcule or an intestinal
worm . . . to become highly organized," therefore, " natural selection , "
not including necessarily progressive de velopment-leaves the animalcule and
the worm (the " persistent types") quiet .
There does not appear much uniform law in such behaviour of N ature ;
and it looks more like the discriminative action of some S uper N atural
selection ; perhaps, that aspect of Karma, which Eastern Occultists
would call the " Law of Retardation , " may have something to do with i t .
B ut there is every reason t o do ubt whether Mr. Darwin himself ever
gave such an importance to his law--as is given to it n ow by his atheistic
followers. The knowledge of che various living forms in the geological
periods that have gone by is very meagre. Th e reasons given for this by
Dr. B astian are very suggestive : ( 1 ) On account of the imperfect manner
in which the several forms may be represented in the strata pertaining to
the period ; (z) on account of the extremely limited nature of the explora
tions which have been made in these imperfectly representative strata; and
(3) because so many parts of the record are absolutely inaccessi ble to us
nearly all beneath the Silurian system having been blotted out by time,
whilst those two-thirds of the earth' s surface in which the remaining
strata are to be found are now covered over by seas." Hence Mr. Darwin
says himself : " For my part, following o u t Lyell's metaphor, I look at t h e geological
record as a history of the world imperfectly kept , and written in a
changing dialect ; of this history we possess the last volume alone, relating only
to two or three countries. Of this volume, only here and there a short
chapter has been preserved, and of each page only here and there a Jew lines."
I t is n o t on such meagre data, certainly, that t h e last word of Science
can be said. Nor is it on any ground of human pride or unreasonable
belief in man's representing even here on earth-( in o u r period, perhaps)
-the highest type of life, that Occultism denies that all the preceding
forms of human life belonged to types lower than our own, for it is not so.
But simply because the " missing link, " such a s to prove the existing
theory undeniably, will never be found by pal<Bontologists. Be lieving as
we do that man has evolved from, and passed through, (during the pre
ceding Rounds) the lowest forms of every life, vegetable and animal, on
earth , there is nothing very degrading in the idea of having the orang
outang as an ancestor of our physical form .
Quite the reverse ; as it
"

-

* C hecked and modified, however, by the Law of Retardation, which i mpos es
restriction on the advance of all species when a Higher Type makes its. appearance.
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would forward the Occult doctrine with regard to the final evolution of
everything in terrestrial nature into man, most irresistibly. One may
even enquire how it is that biologists and anthropologists, having once
firmly accepted the theory of the descent of man from the ape-how it is
that they have hitherto left untouched the future evolution of the
existing apes into man ? This is only a logical sequence of the first
theory, unless Science would make of man a privileged being, and his
evolution a non-precedent in nature, quite a special and unique case.
And that is what all this leads physical Science to. The reason, how
ever, why the Occultists rej ect the D arwinian , and especially the
H <Eckelian , hypothesis is because it is the ape which is, in sober truth,
a special and unique instance, not man.
The pithecoid is an accidental
creation, a forced growth, the result of an unnatural process.
The occult doctrine, is, we think, more logical. It teaches a cyclic,
never varying law in nature, the latter having no personal, " special
design , " but acting on a uniform plan that prevails through the whole
manvantaric period and deals with the land worm as it deals with man.
N either the one nor the other have sought to come into being, hence
both are under the same evolutionary law, and both have to progress
according to Karmic law. Both have started from the same neutral
centre of Life and both have to re-merge into it at the consummation
of the cycle.
I t is not denied that in the preceding Round man was a gigantic ape
like creature ; and when we say " man " we ought perhaps to say, the
rough mould that was developing for the use of man in this Round only
-the middle, or the t ransition point of which we have hardly reached.
N or was man wh at he is now during the first two and a half Root -races.
That point he reached, a s said before, only r 8,ooo,ooo years ago,
during the secondary period , as we claim .
Till then he was, according to tradition and Occult teaching, " a god
on earth who had fallen into matter , " or generation. This may or may
not be accepted, since the Secret Doctrine does not impose itself as an
infallible dogma ; and since, whether its prehistoric records are accepted
or rejected , it has nothing to do with the question of the actual man and
his inner nature, the Fall mentioned above having left no original sin
on Humanity. But all this has been sufficien tly dealt with .
Furthermore, we are taught that the transformations through which
man passed on the descending arc-which is centrifugal for spirit and
centripetal for mat ter-and those he prepares t o go through , hence
forward, on his ascending path, which will reverse the direction of the two
forces-viz. , m atter will become centrifugal and spirit centripetal
that all such transformations are next in store for the anthropoid ape also,
all those, at any rate, who have reached the remove next to man in this
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Round-and these will all b e men in t h e Fifth Round, as present men
inhabited ape-like forms in the Third, the preceding Round.
Behold, then , in the modern denizens of the great forests of Sumatra
the degraded and dwarfed examples-" blurred copies," as Mr. Huxley
has it-of ourselves, as we (the maj ority of mankind) were in the
earliest sub-races of the Fourth Root-race during the period of what is
called the " Fall into generation . " The ape we know is not the product
of natural evolution but an accident, a cross-breed between an animal being,
or form, and man . As has been shown in the present volume ( anthropo
genesis) , it is the speechless animal that first started sexual connection,
having been the first to separate into males and females. N or
was it intended by N ature that man should follow the bestial example
-as shown by the comparatively painless procreation of their species
by the animals, and the terrible suffering and danger of the same in the
woman. The Ape is , indeed , as remarked in Isis Unveiled (Vol. I I . 278)
" a transformation of species most directly connected with that of the
human family-a hybrid branch engrafted on their own stock before the final
perfection of the latter "-or man. The apes are millions of years later
than the speaking human being, and are the latest contemporaries of our
Fifth Race. Thus, it is most important to remember that the Egos of
the apes are entities compelled by their Karma to incarnate in the
animal forms, which resulted from the bestiality of the latest Third and
the earliest Fourth Race men. They are entities who had already
reached the " human stage " before this Round. Consequently, they
form an exception to the general rule . The numberless traditions about
Satyrs are no fables, but represent an extinct race of animal men .
The animal " Eves " were their foremothers, and the human " Adams "
their forefathers ; hence the Kabalistic allegory of L ilith or L ilatu, Adam's
first wife, whom the Talmud describes as a charming woman, with long
wavy hair, i.e.-a female hairy animal of a character now unknown, still a
female animal, who in the Kabalistic and Talmudic allegories is called
the female reflection of Samael, Samael-Lilith, or man-animal united ,
a being called Hayo Bischat, the Beast or Evil Beast (Zohar) .
It is
from this unnatural union that the present apes descended. The latter
are truly " speechless men , " and will become speaking animals ( or men
of a lower order) in the Fifth Round, while the adepts of a certain
school hope that some of the Egos of the apes of a higher intel
ligence will reappear at the close of the Sixth Root-race. What their
form will be i s of secondary consideration .
The form means
nothing. Species and genera of the flora , fauna, and the highest
animal, its crown-man, change and vary according to the en
vironments and climatic variation s, not only with every Round,
but every Root-Race likewise, a s well as after every geological
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cataclysm that puts an end to, or produces a turning point in
the latter. I n the Sixth Root- Race the fossils of the Orang, the Gorilla
and the Chimpanzee will be those of extinct quadrumanous mammals ;
and new form s-though fewer and ever wider apart as ages pass on and
the close of the 1Vianvantara approaches-will develop from the " cast
off " types of the human races as they revert once again to astral, out of
t lle mire of physical, life . There were none before man, and t hey will be
extinct before the Seventh Race develops.
Karma will lead on the
monads of the unprogressed men of our race and lodge them in the
newly evolved human frames of the thus physiologically regenerated
baboon . (But see Part I I I . , A ddenda. )
This will take place, of course, millions of years hence. But the
picture of this cyclic precession of all that lives and breathes now on
earth , of each species in its turn , is a true one, and needs no " special
creation " or miraculous formation of man, beast, and plant ex nihilo.
This is how Occult Science explains the, absence of any link between
ape and man, and shows the former evolving from the l atter.

A

PANOR AM I C VIEW OF THE EARLY RACES.

There is a period of a few millions of years to cover between the first
" mindless " race and the highly intelligent and intellectual later " Lemu
rians
; there is another between the earliest civilization of the
Atlanteans and the historic period .
As witnesses to the Lemurians but a few silent records in the shape
of half a dozen broken colossi and old cyclopean ruins are left . These
are not allowed a hearing, as they are " productions of blind natural
forces, " we are assured by some ; " quite modern " we are told by
others. Tradition is left contemptuously unnoticed by sceptic and
materialist , and made subservient to the Bible in every case by the too
zealous Churchman. \Vhenever a legend, however, refuses to fit in
with the N oachian " deluge theory, " it is declared by the C hristian
clergy " the insanely delirious voice of old superstition . "
Atlantis is
denied, when not confused with Lemuria and other departed continents,
because, perhaps , Lemuria is half the creation of modern science , and
has , therefore , to be believed in ; while Plato's Atlantis is regarded by
most of the scientists as a dream.
Atlantis is often described by believers in Plato as a prolongation of
Africa. An old continent is also suspected to have existed on the
Eastern coast . Only Africa, as a continent, was never part and parcel of
either Lemuria or Atlantis, as we have agreed to call the Third and Fourth
Continents. Their archaic appellations are never mentioned in the
"
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P un1nas, nor anywhere else. But with simply one of the esoteric keys
in hand it becomes an easy task to identify these departed lands in
the numberless " lands of the gods ," Devas and M urris described in the
Puninas, in their Varshas, Dwipas, and zones. Their Sweta-Dwipa, during
the early day of Lemuria, stood out like a giant-peak from the bottom
of the sea ; the area between Atlas and Madagascar being occupied by
the waters till about the early period of Atlantis (after the disappearance
of Lemuria) , when Africa emerged from the bottom of the ocean , and
Atlas was half-sunk.
I t is of course impossible to attem pt, within the compass of even
several volumes, a consecutive and detailed account of the evolution
and progress of the first three races-except so far as to give a general
view of it, as will be done presently. Race the first had no history of
its own. O f race the second the same may be said. We shall have,
therefore, to pay careful attention only to the Lemurians and the Atlan
teans before the history of our own race (the Fifth) can be attempted .
What is known of other continents, besides our own, and what does
history know or accept of the early races ? Everything outside the
repulsive speculations of materialistic science is daubed with the
contemptuous term " Superstition . " The ·wise men of to-day will believe
nothing. Plato's " winged " and hermaphrodite races, and his golden age,
under the reign of Sat urn and the gods, are quietly brought back by
H ce ckel to their new place in nature : our divine races are shown to be
the descendants of Catarrhine apes, and o ur ancestor, a piece of sea
slime.
N evertheless, as expressed by Faber, " the fictions of ancient poetry
. . . . will be found to comprehend some portion of historical truth ."
H owever one- sided the efforts of the learned author of the " Mysteries of
the Kabiri,"-efforts directed throughout his two volumes to constrain the
classical myths and symbols of old paganism, " to bear testimony to the
truth of Scripture," -time and further research have avenged, partially at
least , that " truth " by showing it unveiled. Thus it is the clever ada pta
ions of Scripture, on the contrary, which are made to bear evidence
to the great wisdom of archaic paganism . This, notwithstanding the
inextricable confusion into which the truth about the Kabiri-the most
m ysterious gods of antiquity-was thrown by the wild and contradictory
speculations of Bishop Cumberland, Dr. Shuckford , Cudworth, Vallancey,
etc . , etc. , and finally by Faber . N evertheless, all , from first to last, o
these scholars had to come to a certain conclusion framed by the latter.
" \Ve have no reason to think " he writes, " that the idolatary of the
Gentile world was of a merely arbitrary contrivance ; on the contrary ,
it seems to have been built , almost universally, upon a traditional remem
brance of certain real events. These events I a,pprehend to be the destruction o
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the first (the fourth in esoteric teachings) Race of mankind by the waters of
tlze Deluge." ( Chap . I. p. g) . To this, F aber adds :" I am persuaded that the tradition of the sinking of the Phlegyan isle is the
very same as that of the sinking of the island Atlantis.

They b oth appear to

m e to allude to one great event, the sin king of the whole world ben eath the
waters of the deluge, or, if we suppose the arch of the earth t o have remain e d
in i t s original position, t h e rising o f t h e c entral w a t e r a b o v e it.

M . B ailly,

in deed ,

of

is

m

evidently

his
to

work

upon

the

Atlantis

depreciate the authority

of

Plato,

the

obj ec t

which

of Scriptural chronology, labours

to prove that the Atlanteans were a very ancient northern n ation, long prior
t o the H ind o o s , the Phcenicians, and the Egyptian s . "

Kabz"ri,"

p. 284.)

(" A

Dissertation on

the

In this Faber is in agreement with Bailly, who shows himself more
learned and intuitional than those who accept Biblical chronology. N or
is the latter wrong when saying that the Atlanteans were the same a s
t h e Titans and t h e giants. (5 ee " L ettres sur l'Atlantide. ") Faber adopts
the more willingly the opinion of his French confrere, as B ailly men
tions Cosmas I ndico- Pleustes, who preserved an ancient tradition about
N oah-that he " formerly inha bited the island Atlantis " (ibid). This
island, whether it was the " Poseidonis " mentioned in " E soteric
B uddhism , " or the Continent of Atlantis, does not much matter. The
tradition is there, recorded by a Christian.
N o Occultist would ever think of dispossessing N oah of his preroga 
tives, if he is claimed to be an Atlantean ; for this would simply show
that the I sraelites repeated the story of Vaivasvata Manu, Xisuthrus,
and so many others, and that they only changed the name, to do which
they had the same right as any other nation or tribe. What we object
to is the literal accepta Lion of Biblical chronology, as it is absurd, and
m
accord with neither geological data nor reason. Moreover,
if N oah was an Atlantean, then he was a Titan, a giant, as
F aber shows ; and if a giant, then why is he not shown as such
in Genesis ? *
B ailly's mistake was to reject the submersion of Atlantis, and
t o call the Atlanteans simply a N orthern and post diluvian nation,
which, however, as he says, certainly " flourished before the foundation
of the Hindu, the Egyptian, and the Phcenician empires."
In this, had
This is shown by Faber, again a pious Christian, who says that " the :!'!oetic family
also . . . bore the appellations of A tlantcans and Titans, and the great patriarch himself
was called by way of eminence A tlas and Titan." ( Vo l. Il. p . 285) . And if so, then .
according to the Bible, N oah must have been the progeny of the Sons of God , the fallen
angels, agreeably to the same authority, and of the " daughters of men who were fair,"
(See Genesis, chap . vi.) And why not , since his father Lamech slew a man , and was,
with all his sons and daughters (who perished in the Deluge) , as bad as the rest of
mankind ?
•
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he only known of t h e existence of what w e have agreed to call L emuria,
he would have again been right . For the Atlanteans were post diluvian
to the Lemurians, and Lemuria was not submerged as Atlantis was,
but was sunk under the waves, owing to earthquakes and subterranean
fires, as Great Britain and Europe will be one day. I t is the ignora nce
of our men of science, who will accept neither the tradition that
several continents have already sunk, nor the periodical law which acts
throughout the M anvantaric cycle-it i s this ignorance that i s the chief
cause of all the confusion . Nor is Bailly wrong again in ass uring us
that the Hindus, Egyptians , and Phcenicians came after the Atlanteans ,
for t h e latter belonged to t h e Fourth, while t h e Aryans a n d their
Semitic Branch are of the F ifth Race. Plato, while repeating the story
a s narrated to Solon by the priests of Egypt, intentionally confuses
(as every Initiate would) the two continents, and assigns to the small
island which sunk last all the events pertaining to the two enormous
continents, the prehistoric and traditional. Therefore, he describes the
first couple, from whom the whole island was peopled, as being formed of
the Earth. In saying so, he means neither Adam and Eve, nor yet his
own Hellenic forefathers. His language is simply allegorical, and by
alluding to " Earth , " he means " matter , " as the Atlanteans were really
the first purely human and terrestrial race-those that preceded it being
more divine and ethereal than human and solid.
Yet Plato must have known , as would any other initiated adept,
about the history of the Third Race after its " Fall , " though as One
pledged to silence and secrecy he never showed his knowledge in so
many words. N evertheless, it may become easier now, after acquaint.
ing oneself with even the approximate chronology of the Eastern
nations-all of which was based upon, and followed the early Aryan
calculations-to realize the immense periods of time that m ust have
elapsed since the separation of the sexes, without mentioning the First
or even the Second Root- Races. As these must remain beyond the
comprehension of minds trained in Western thought , it i s found useless to
speak in detail of the First and Second, and even of the Third Race in its
earliest stage . ':' One has to begin with the latter, when it reached its
full human period, lest the uninitiated reader should find himself
hopelessly bewildered.
In that wondtrful volume of Donnelly's, " Atlantis, the Antediluvian World , " the
author, speaking of the Aryan colonies from Atlantis, and of the arts and sciences
the legacy of our Fourth Race-bravely announces that " the roots of the institutions
of to-day reach back to the Miocene age . " This is an enorm ous allowance for a
modern scholar to make ; but crvilization dates still further back than the Miocene
Atlanteans. " Secondary-period " man will be discovered, and with him his long
forgotten civilization.
•
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The T H I RD RACE FELL-and created no longer : it begat its
progeny. Being still mind less at the period of separation it
begot , moreover, anom alous offspring, until its physiological
nature had adj usted its instincts in the right direction. Like
the " lords the gods " of the Bible, the " Sons of Wisdom, " the
Dhyan- Chohans, had warned them to leave alone the fruit forbidden by
Nature : b ut the warning proved of no value. M en realized the
unfitness-we must not say sin-of what they h ad done, only when too
late : after the angelic monads from higher spheres had incarnated in ,
and endowed them with understanding. To that day they had
remained simply physical, like the animals generated from them . For
what is the distinction ? The doctrine teaches that the only difference
between animate and inanimate obj ects on earth , between an animal
and a human frame, is that in some the various " fires " are latent, and
in others they are active . The vital fires are in all things and not an
atom is devoid of them. But no animal has the three higher principles
awakened in him ; they are simply potential, latent, and thus non
existing. And so would the animal frames of men be to this day, had
they been left as they came out from the bodies of their Progenitors,
whose shadows they were , to grow, unfolded only by the powers and
forces immanent in matter. But as said in PYMANDER :
" This is a Mystery that to this day was sealed and hidden . N ature':'
being mingled with Man t brought forth a wondrous miracle ; the
harmonious commingling of the essence of the Seven (Pitris, governors) and
her own ; the Fire and the Spirit and N ature (the noumenon of matter) ;
which (commingling) forthwith brought forth seven men of opposite
sexes (negative and positive) according to the essences of the seven
governors . " (Divine Pymander, Chap . ! . , Sect. r 6 .)
Th us saith Hermes, the thrice great I nitiate , j: " the Power of the
-

* Nature is the na tural body, the shadow of the Progenitors ; and -
t M A N is the " Heavenly man , " as already stated.

t The " Pymander " of our museums and libraries is an abridgement of one of the
Books of Thoth, by a Platonist of Alexandria. In the Third Century it was remodelled
after old Hebrew and Phcenician M S S. by a Jewish Kabalist, and called the ' ' Genesis
of Enoch." But even its disfigured remnants show how closely its text agrees with the
Archaic Doctrine, as is shown in the creation of the Seven C reators and seven primitive
men.
As to Enoch, Thoth or Hermes, Orpheus and Kadmus, these are all generic
n ames, branches and offshoots of the seven primordial sages (incarnated Dhyan Chohans
or Devas, in illusive , not mortal bodies) who taught Humanity all it knew, and w hose
earliest disciples assumed their master's r: ames. This custom passed from the Fourth
to the Fifth Race. Hence the sameness of the tradit ions about Hermes (of whom
Egyptologists count five) Enoch, etc . , they are all inventors of letters ; none oft hem
dies but still lives, and they are the first Initiators into, and Founders of the Mysteries.
The Genesis of Enoch disappeared only very lately among the Kabalists. Guillaume
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Thought Divine ." S t . Paul, another I nitiate, called our world " the
enigm atical mirror of pure truth," and St. Gregory, of N azianzen, cor
roborated Hermes by statmg that " things visible are but the shadow
and delineation of things that we cannot see . " It is an eternal
combination, and images are repeated from the higher rung of the
ladder of being down to the lower. The " Fall of the Angels," and the
" War in Heaven " are repeated on every plane, the lower " mirror "
disfiguring the image of the superior mirror, and each repeating it in its
own way. Thus the Christian dogmas are but the reminiscences of the
paradigms of Plato, who spoke of these things cautiously, as every
I nitiate would. But it is all as expressed in these few sentences of
the Desatir :" All that is on Earth, saith the Lord (Ormazd) , is the shadow of some
thing that is in the superior spheres. This luminous object (light , fire, etc.)
i s the shadow of that which is still more luminous than itself, and so on
t ill it reaches M E , who am the light of lights."
I n the Kabalistic books, and in the Zolzar pre-eminently, the idea
that everything objective on earth or in this U niverse is the Shadow
Dyooknah-of the eternal Light or Deity, is very strong.
The Third Race was pre-eminently the bright shadow, at first , of the
gods, whom tradition exiles on E arth after the allegorical war in
H eaven ; which became still more allegorical o n Earth, for it was the
war between spirit and matter. This war will last till the inner and
divine man adj usts his outer t errestrial self to his own spiritual nature.
Till then the dark and fierce passions of the former will be at eternal
fe ud with his master, the Divine Man. B ut the animal will be tamed
one day, because its nature will be changed, and harmony will reign
once more between the two as before the " Fall , " when even mortal man
was created by the Elements and was n ot born .
The above is made clear in all the great theogonies, principally in the
Grecian (see Hesiod and Theogo1�y). The mutilation of Uranos by his son
Kronos, who thus condemns him to impotency, has never been understood
by the modern Mythographers. Yet, it is very plain ; and having been
universaF (vide foot note infra), it m ust h ave contained a great abstract
Postel saw it . I t was most certainly in a great measure a transcript from the books of
Hermes, and far an terior to the Books of Moses, as Eliphas Levi tells h is readers.
Uranos is a modified Varuna, " the Universal encom passer, " the all-embracer, and
one of the oldest of the Vedic deities-SPACE, the maker of Heaven and Earth , since
both are manifested out of his (or its) seed. It is only later that Varuna became the
chief of the Adityas and a kind of Neptune nding on the Levia than-Makara , now the
most sacred and mysterious of the signs of the Zodiac . Varuna, ' ' without whom
no creature can even wink , " was degraded like Uranos, and, like h i m , he fell i11to
genet'a tion, his functions, " the grandest cosmical functions," as Muir calls them, having
been lo wered down from heaven to earth by exoteric anthropomorphism. As the same
*
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and philosophical idea, now lost to our modern sages. This punish
ment in the allegory marks, indeed " a new period, a second phase in
the development of creation ," as j ustly remarked by Decharme
(Mythologie de la Grece A ntique, p. 7), who, however, renounces the
attempt to explain it. U ranos has tried to oppose an impedi
ment to that development, or natural evolution , by destroying all
his children as soon as born.
Uranos, who personifies all the creative
powers of, and in, Chaos (Space , or the unmanifested Deity) is thus made
to pay the penalty ; for it is those powers which cause the Pitris to
evolve primordial men from themselves-as, later on, these men evolve
their progeny -without any sense or desire for procreation.
The work
of generation , suspended during a moment , passes into the hand s of
Kronos,':' time, who unites himself with Rhea (the earth in esotericism
matter in general) , and thus produces, after celestial-terrestrial Titans.
The whole of this symbolism relates to the mysteries of Evolution.
This allegory is the exoteric version of the esoteric doctrine given
in this part of our work. For in Kronos we see the same story repeated
again . As U ranos destroyed his children from Gaia (one, in the world
of manifestation, with Aditi or the Great Cosmic Deep) by confining
them in the bosom of the Earth , Tythea, so Kronos at this se cond stage
of creation destroyed his children from Rhea-by devouring them .
This is an allu sion to the fruitless efforts of Earth or N ature alone t o
create real human men . ( See our Stanzas III.-X., e t seq., and also Berosus' ac
count of primeval creation.) Time swallows its own fruitless work . Then
comes Zeus- Jupiter, who dethrones his father in his turn. t J upiter
the Titan, i s Prometheus, in one sense , t and varies from Zeus, the Great
Orientalist says, " The attributes ascribed t o Varuna (in the Vedas) i mpart t o his
character a moral elevation and sanctity far surpassing that attributed to any other
Vedic Deity . " But to understand correctly the reason of his fall, like t hat of Uranos,
one has to see in every exoteric religion the imperfect and sinful work of man's fancy ,
and also to study the mysteries which Varuna is said to have imparted to Vasish ta.
O nly . . . " his secrets and t hose of M itra a re n o t t o b e revealed t o t h e foolish . "
Kro n os is n o t only Xpbvos, time, b u t also, a s Breal showed in h i s Hercule et Cacus
(p. 57), comes from the root Kar, " to make, to create. " Whether Breal and
Decharme, who quotes him, are as right i n saying that in the Vedas Kronan is
a creative god , we have our doubts. Breal probably meant Karma, or rather Visva
Karma, the creative god, the " Omnificent " and the " great Architect of the world."
t The Titanic struggle, in theogony at least, is the fight for su premacy between
the children of Uranos and Gaia (or Heaven and Earth in their abstract sense) , the
Titans, against the children of Kronos, whose ch ief is Zeus.
It is the everlasting
struggle goin g on to this day between the spiritual inner man and the man of flesh, in
one sense,
t Just as the " Lord God , " or J ehovah, is Cain esoterically, and the " tempting
serpent " as well, the male portion of the androgynous Eve, before her " Fall ; " the
fe male portion of Adam Kad mon ; the left side or Binah of the right side Chochmah
in the first Sephirothal Triad,
•
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" Father o f the Gods. "
H e is the " disrespectful son m Hesiod .
H ermes calls him the " Heavenly man " (Pymander) ; and even in the
B ible he is found again under the name of Adam , and, later on-by
transmutation-under that of Ham. Yet these are all personifications
of the " sons of \iVisdom ." The necessary corroboration that J upiter
belongs to the purely human A tlantean cycle- if Uranus and Kronos who
precede him are found insufficient-may be found in Hesiod, who tells
us that the Immortals have made men and created the Golden and the
Silver age (First and Second Races) ; while J upiter created the genera
tions of Bronze (an admixture of two el ements) , of Heroes, and the men
of the age of I ron. After this he send s his fatal present, by Pandora , to
Epimetheus, ':' which present Hesiod calls " a fatal gift," or the first
woman. It was a punishment , he explains, sent to man " for the theft of
divine creative fire . " Her apparition o n earth is t h e signal of every
kind of evil. Before her appearanc e , the human races lived happy,
exempt from sickness and suffering-as the same races are made to live
under Yima's rule, in the Mazdean Vendidad.
Two deluges may also be traced in universal tradition by carefully
comparing H esiod , the Rig Veda, the Zend-Avesta, etc . , while no first
man is ever mentioned in any of the theogonies save the Bible. t Every
where the man of our race appears after a cataclysm of water, after
which tradition mentions only the several designations of continents
and islands which sink under the ocean waves in due time. ! " Gods and
mortals have one common origin " says Hesiod (ibid. v. r e S) ; and Pin
dar echoes the statement (Nem. VI., r ) . Deucalion and Pyrrha , who
escape the Deluge by constructing an ark like Noah's (see A pollod., r , 7 ,
2 , and Ovid, Metam. I , 260, Sgg . ) , ask Jupiter to re-animate the human
race whom he had made to perish under the waters of the Flood . I n
the Slavonian Mythology (Lithuanian legend, i n Grimm, Deutsche Myth. r ,
5 4 5 ) , all men were drowned , and two old people, a man and his wife,
alone remained. Then Pram-gimas (the " master of all ") advised them
to jump seven times on the rocks of the earth, and seven new races (couples)
were born, from which came the nine Lithuanian tribes. As well under
stood by the author of the Mythologie de la Grece A ntique- the four ages
In the Egyptian legend, translated by M . Maspero (the ex-director of the Bulaq
Museum) , called the " two Brothers," the original of Pandora is given . Noum , the
famous heavenly artist, creates a m arvello u s beauty, a girl which he sends to Batoo,
after which the happiness of t he latter is destroyed. Batao is man, and the girl Eve,
of course. (See Maspero's Egyptian Legends, and also Decharme's " Mythologie de la Grece
A n tique.")
1· Yima is not the " first man " in the Vendidad, but only in the theories of the
Orientalists.-See further on.
� Bceotia, then ancient Athens, and Eleusis were submerged.
•
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signify periods of time, a n d are also an allegorical allusion to t h e races.
" The successive races, destroyed and replaced by others, " he says, " with
out any period of transition , are characterized in Greece by the name of
metals, to express their ever-decreasing value .
Gold , the most
brilliant and precious of all, symbol of purity . . . . qualifies the
The men of the second race, those of the age of
first race.
Silver, are already inferior to the first. Inert and weak creatures, all
their life is no better than a long and stupid infancy.
They
The men of the age of Bronze are robust and
disappear.
violent (the third race) ; their strength is extreme . They had arms
made of bronze, habitations of bronze ; used nought but bronze. Iron,
the black metal, was yet unknown " (Op. at D . , 1 4 3-1 55 ) . The fourth
generation (race) is, with H esiod, that of the heroes who fell before
Thebes (see " The Seven A gainst Thebes, " by .LEschylus), or under the
walls of Troy.
Thus, the four races being found mentioned by the oldest Greek
poets, though very much confused anachronistically, our doctrines are
once more corroborated by the classics. But this is all " Mythology "
and poetry. What can modern science have to say to such an
euhemerization of old fictions ? The verdict is not difficult to foresee .
Therefore an attempt must be made to answer by anticipation , and
prove that fictions and empirical speculations are so much of the domain
of that same science, that none of the men of learning have the slightest
right, with such a heavy beam in their own eye, to point to the speck
in the eye of the Occultist, even if that speck be not a figment of our
opponents' imagination.

STAN Z A X.-(Continued.)
TH EN

fO .

WE

T H E T H I RD AND FO U RT H

(races)
(a).

BECAME TALL W I T H P R I D E ,

ARE T H E K I N G S , WE ARE T H E G O D S

fl.
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f2 .
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(d),

T H E T H I R D EYE ACTED NO L O N G E R

(a) Such were the first truly physical men, whose first characteristic
was-pride ! It is the Third Race and the gigantic Atlanteans, the
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memory of whom lingered from o n e generation a n d race to anot her
generation and race down to the days of Moses, and which foun d an
obj ective form in those antediluvian giants, those terrible sor cerers and
magicians, of whom the Roman Church has preserved such vivid and at
the same time distorted legends. One who has read and studied the
Commentaries on the archaic doctrine, will easily recognise in some
Atlanteans, the prototypes of the Nimrods, the B uilders of the Tower
'
of Babel , the Hamites, and all these tutti quanti of " accursed m e m ory , '
as theological literature expresses it : of those, in short , who h ave fur
nished posterity with the orthodox typ2s of Satan. And this leads us
nat urally to inquire into the religious ethics of these early races ,
mythical as these may be.
What was the religion of the Third and Fourth Races ? I n the
common acceptation of the term , neither the Lemurians, nor yet their
progeny, the Lemuro-Atlanteans , had any, as they knew no dogm a, nor
had they to believe on faith. No sooner had the mental eye of man been
opened to understanding, than the Third Race felt itself one with
the ever-present as the ever to be unknown and invisible ALL, the
One Universal Deity. Endowed with divine powers, and feeling in
himself his inner God, each felt he was a Man-God in his nature, though
an animal in his physical Self. The struggle between the two began
from the very day they tasted of the fruit of the Tree of Wisdom ; a
struggle for life between the spiritual and the psychic, the psychic and
the physical. Those who conquered the lower principles by obtaining
mastery over the body, joined the " Sons of Light." Those who fell
victims to their lower natures, became the slaves of Matter. From
" Sons of Light and Wisdom " they ended by becoming the " Sons of
Darkness." They had fallen in the battle of mortal life with Life
immortal, and all those so fallen became the seed of the future genera
tio n s of Atlanteans.*
At the dawn of his consciousness, the man of the Third Root Race
had thus no beliefs that could be called religion. That is to say, he was
equally as ignorant of " gay religions , full of pomp and gold " as of any
system of faith or outward worship. But if the term is to be defined
as the binding together of the masses in one form of reverence paid to
those we feel higher than ourselves, of piety-as a feeling expressed by
a child toward a loved parent-then even the earliest Lemurians had a
religion-and a most beautiful one-from the very beginning of their
intellectual life . Had they not their bright gods of the elements around
•

The name is used here in the sense of, and as a synonym of " sorcerers . "

Atlantean races were many, and lasted in t h e ir
not bad .

The

evolution for milli ons of years : all were
They beca me so to ward their end, as we (the fifth) are fast becoming now.
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them , and even within themselves ? • Was not their childhood passed
with , n ursed and tendered by those who had given them life and called
them forth to intelligent , conscious life ? We are assured it was so,
and we believe it. For the evolution of Spirit into matter could never
have been achieved ; nor would it have received its first impulse, had
not the bright Spirits sacrificed their own respective super- ethereal
essences to animate the man of clay, by endowing each of his inner
principles with a portion, or rather, a reflection of that essence. The
Dhyanis of the Seven Heavens (the seven planes of Being) are the
N O U �f E NO I of the actual and the future Elements, j ust as the Angels of
the Seven Powers of nature-the grosser effects of which are perceived
by us in what Science is pleased to c all the " modes of motion "-the
imponderable forces and what not-are the still higher noumenoi of
still higher H ierarchies.
I t was the " Golden Age " in those days of old, the age when the
" gods walked the earth, and mixed freely with the mortals." Since then,
the gods departed (i.e., became invisible) , and later generations ended
by worshipping their kingdoms-the Elements.
lt was the Atlanteans, the first progeny of semi-divine man after his
separation into sexes-hence the first-begotten and humanly-born
mortals-who became the first " Sacrificers " t o the god of matter. They
stand in the far-away dim past, in ages more than prehistoric , as the
prototype on which the great symbol of Cain was built, + as the first
anthropomorphists who worshipped form and matter. That worship
degenerated very soon into self-worship, t hence led to phallicism , or that
which reigns supreme to this day in the symbolisms of every exoteric
religion of ritual , dogma, and form. Adam and Eve became matter, or
furnished the soil , Cain and Abel-the latter the life-bearing soil, the
former " the tiller of that ground or field."
Thus the first Atlantean races, born on the Lemurian Continent,
separated from their earliest tribes into the righteous and the
unrighteous ; into those who worshipped the one unseen Spirit of
N ature, the ray of which man feels within himself-or the Pantheists ,
a n d those w h o offered fanatical worship to t h e Spirits of t h e Earth, the
dark Cosmic, anthropomorphic P owers, with whom they made alliance.
These were the earliest Gibborim, the mighty men of renown in those
"

The " Gods of the Elements ' ' are by no means the Elementals. The latter are at
best used by them as vehicles and materials in which to clothe themselves
t Cain was the sacrificer, as shown at first in chap. iv. of Genesis, of " the fruit of the
ground," of which he was first tiller, while Abel ' ' brough t of the firstlings of his flock "
to the Lord. Cain is the sy mbol of the :6rst male, Abel of the :6rst female h umanity,
Adam and Eve being the types of the third rar.e. ( See " The Mystery of Cain and Abel.")
The " murdering " is blood-shedding, but not taking life.
•

.
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days
(Gen. vi.) ; who become with the Fifth Ra�e the Kabirim :
Kabiri with the Egyptians and the Phcenicians, Titans with the Greeks,
and R akshasas and Daityas with the I ndian races.
Such was the secret and mysterious origin of all the subsequent and
modern religions, especially of the worship of the later Hebrews for
their tribal god. At the same time this sexual religion was closely
allied to, based upon and blended, so to say, with astronomical
phenomena. The Lemurians gravitated toward the North Pole, or
the Heaven of their Progenitors (the Hyperborean Continent) ; the
Atlanteans, toward the Southern Pole, the pit, cosmically and terres
trially-whence breathe the hot passions blown into hurricanes by the
cosmic Elementals, whose abode it is. The two poles were denomi
nated, by the ancients, Dragons and Serpents-hence good and bad
Dragons and Serpents, and also the names given to the " Sons of God "
(Sons of Spirit and Matter) : the good and bad Magicians. This is the
origin of this dual and triple nature in man. The legend of the " Fallen
Angels " in its esoteric signification, contains the key to the manifold
contradictions of human character ; it points to the secret of man' s self
consciousness ; it is the angle-iron on which hinges his entire life-cycle ;
-the history of his evolution and growth.
On a firm grasp of this doctrine depends the correct understanding
of esoteric anthropogenesis. It gives a clue to the vexed question of
the Origin of Evil ; and shows how man himself is the separator of the
O N E into various contrasted aspects.
The reader, therefore, will not be surprised if so considerable space
is devoted in each case to an attempt to elucidate this difficult and
obscure subject. A good deal must necessarily be said on its symbo
logical aspect ; because , by so doing, hints are given to the thoughtful
student for his own investigations, and more light can thus be suggested
than it is possible to convey in the technical phrases of a more formal,
philosophical exposition. The " Fallen Angels , " so-called , are Humanity
itself. The Demon of Pride, Lust, Rebellion, and Hatred, has never
had any being before the appearance of physical conscious man. It is
man who has begotten , nurtured, and allowed the fiend to develop in
his heart ; he, again, who has contaminated the indwelling god in
himself, by linking the pure spirit with the impure demon of matter.
And, if the Kabalistic saying, " Demon est Deus inversus " finds its meta
physical and theoretical corroboration in dual manifested nature, its
practical application is found in Mankind alone.
Thus it has now become self-evident that postulating as we do (a) the
appearance of man before that of other mammalia , and even before the
ages of the huge reptiles ; (b) periodical deluges and glacial periods owing
to the karmic disturbance of the axis ; and chiefly (c ) the birth of man
"
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from a Superior Being, or what materialism would call a supernatural
Being, though it is only super-human-it is evident that our teachings
have very few chances of an impartial hearing. Add to it the claim
that a portion of the M ankind in the Third Race-all t hose Monads of
men who had reached the highest point of Merit and Karma in the
preceding Manvantara-owed their psychic and rational natures to
divine Beings hypostasizing into their fifth principles, and the Secret
Doctrine must lose caste in the eyes of not only M aterialism but even of
dogmatic Christianity. For, no sooner will the latter have learned that
those angels are identical with their " Fallen " Spirits, than the esoteric
tenet will be proclaimed most terribly heretical and pernicious."' The
divine man dwelt in the animal, and, therefore, when the physiological
separation took place in the natural course of evolution-when also
" all the animal creation was untied," and males were attracted to
females - that race fell : not because they had eaten of the
fruit of Knowledge and knew good from evil, but because
they knew no better. Propelled by the sexless creative instinct ,
the early sub-races had evolved an intermediate race in which ,
as hinted in the Stanzas, the higher Dhyan - Chohans had incar
nated. + " When we have ascertained the extent of the Universe
and learnt to know all that there is in it, we will multiply our race , "
answer the Sons of Will and Yoga t o t heir brethren o f t h e same race, who
invite them to do as they do. This means that the great Adepts and
I nitiated ascetics will " multiply," i.e. , once more produce Mini-hom
immaculate Sons-ir: the Seventh Root - Race.
I t is so stated in the Puranas ; in A di Parvan (p . r r s ) and Brahrnd
Purdna, etc. In one portion of the Pus h ka ra Mahatmya, moreover, the
separation of the sexes is allegorized by Daksha, who, seeing that his
will-born progeny (the " Sons of passive Yoga " ) , will not create men ,
" converts half himself into a female by whom he begets d aughters, " the
future females of the Third Race which begat the giants of Atlantis,
I t is, perhaps, with an eye to this degradation of the highest and purest Spirits, who
broke through the intermediate planes of lower consciousness (the " Seven circles of
fire " of Pymander) , that St. James is made to say that " this Wisdom (psuche in the
original) descended not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish " ; and psiiche is Manas,
the " human soul , " the Spiritual Wisdom or Soul being Buddh i. Yet Buddhi per s e ,
being so near the Absolute, is only latent consciousness.
t This is the " undying race " as it is called in Esotericism, and exoterically the
fruitless generation of t he fi rst progeny of Daksha, who curses Narada, the divine Rishi,
alleged to have dissuaded the Haryaswas and the Sabalaswas, the sons of Daksha,
from procreating their species, by saying " Be born in the womb ; there shall not be a
resting place for thee in all these regions " ; after this N arada, the representative o f
that race o f fruitless ascetics, is said , a s soon as he dies in o n e body, to b e reborn i n
another,
*
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t h e Fourth Race, s o called. I n the Vishnu Purana it i s simply said that
Daksha, the father of mankind, established sexual intercourse as the
means of peopling the world.
H appily for the human race the " Elect Race " had already become
the vehicle of incarnation of the ( intellectually and spiritually) highest
Dhyanis before Humanity had become quite material. When the last
sub-races-save some lowest-of the Third Race had perished with the
great Lemurian Continent , " the seeds of the Trinity of Wisdom had
already acquired the secret of immortality on Earth, that gift which
allows the same great personality to step ad libitum from one worn-out
body into another.
"

(b) The first war that earth knew, the first human gore shed, was the
result of man' s eyes and senses being opened ; which made him see
that the daughters of his Brethren were fairer than his own, and their
wives a l so. There were rapes committed before that of the Sabines,
and Menelauses robbed of their H elens before the Fifth Race was born .
Titans or giants were the stronger ; their adversaries, the wiser. This
took place during the Fourth Race-that of the giants.
For " there were giants " in the days of old, indeed * and the evolu
tionary series of the animal world is a warrant that the same thing took
place within the human races. Lower still in the order of creation
we find witnesses for the same in the flora going pari passu with the
fauna in respect of size . The pretty ferns we collect and dry among
the leaves of our favourite volumes are the descendants of the gigantic
ferns which grew during the carboniferous period.
S ::: r iptures, and fragments of philosophical and scientific works-in
short, almost every record that has come down to us from antiqui ty
contain references to giants. N o one can fail to recognize the
Atlanteans of the Secret Doctrine in the Rakshasas o f Lanka-the
opponents conquered by Rama. Are these accounts no better than the
production of e mpty fancy ? Let us give the subject a few moment s of
attention.

The traditions of every country an d nation point to this fact . Donnelly quotes from
Father Duran's Historia A ntigua de la Nueva Espana of r 885, in which a native of
Cholula, a centenarian , accounts for the building of the great pyramid of Cholula, by
saying as follows : " In the beginning, before the light of the Sun had been created, this
land (Cholula) was in obscurity and darkness . . . . but immediately after t h e light of the
Sun arose in the East, there appeared gigantic men . . . . who built the said pyramid, its
builders being scattered after that to all parts of the Earth . "
" A great deal of t h e Central American history i s taken u p with the doings o f an
ancient race of giants called Quinanes, " says the author of " Atlantis " (p. 204-)
•
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Here, again, we come into collision with Science. The latter denies,
so far, that man has ever been much larger than the average of the tall
and powerful men one meets with occasionally now. Dr. Henry Gregor
denounces such traditions as resting upon ill-digested facts. Instances
of mistaken j udgments are brought forward . Thus, in 1 6 1 3 , in a locality
called from time immemorial the " Field of Giants " in the Lower
Dauphine (France, four miles from St. Romans) enormous bones were
found deeply buried in the sandy soil. They were attributed to human
remains, and even to Teutobochus, the Teuton chief slain by Marius.
But Cuvier ' s later research proved them to be the fossil remains of the
Dinotherium giga�tteum of the family of tapirs, 18 feet long. Ancient
buildings are pointed to as an evidence that our earliest ancestors were
not much larger than we are, the entrance doors being of no larger size
then than they are now. The tallest man of antiquity known to u s was the
Rom an Emperor Maxim us, we are told, whose height was only seven and
a half feet .
N evertheless, in our modern day we see every year men taller
than this. The H ungarian who exhibited himself in the London Pavilion
was nearly 9 feet high. In America a giant was shown gl feet tall ; the
Montenegrin Danilo was 8 feet 7 inches, I n Russia and Germ any one
often sees men in the lower classes above 7 feet. And as the ape
theorists are told by Mr. Darwin that the species of animals which
result from cross breeding " always betray a tendency to revert to the
original type," they ought to apply the same law to men. H ad there
been no giants as a rule in ancient days, there would be none now.
All this applies only to the historic period. And if the skeletons of
the prehistoric ages have failed so far (which i s positively denied) to
prove undeniably in the opinion of science the claim here advanced, it is
but a question of time. Moreover, as already stated, human stature is
little changed since the last racial cycle. The Giants of old are all
buried under the Oceans, and hundreds of thousands of years of
constant friction by water would reduce to dust and pulverize a brazen ,
far more a human skeleton . But whence the testimony of well-known
classical writers, of philosophers and men who, otherwise, never had
the rep utation for lying ? Let us bear in mind, furthermore, that before
the year 1 847 , when Boucher de Perthes forced it upon the attention of
Science, almost nothing was known of fossil man, for archa:ology
complacently ignored his existence. Of Giants who were " in the earth
in those d ays " of old, the Bible alone had spoken to the wise men of
the West, the Zodiac being the solitary witness called upon to corrobo
rate the statement in the persons of Atlas or Orion, whose mighty
shoulders are said to support the world.
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Nevertheless, even the " Giants " have not been left without their
witnesses, and one may as well examine both sides of the question .
The three Sciences-Geological, Sidereal and Scriptural (the latter in
its Universal character)-may furnish us with the needed proofs. To
begin with geology ; it has already confessed that the older the excavated
skeletons, the larger, taller and the more powerful their structure.
This is already a certain proof in hand. " All those bones " writes
Frederic de Rougemont-who, though believing too piously in N oah's
ark and the Bible, is none the less a Scientific witness-" all th ose
skeletons found in the Departments of the Gard, in Austria , Liege, etc . ,
etc. . . those skulls which remind all of t h e negro type . . . a n d which
by reason of that type might be mistaken for animals, have all belonged
to men of very high stature " . . . ( " Histoire de la Terre, " p. 1 54 ) The same
is repeated by Lartet, an authority, who attributes a tall stature to those
who were submerged in the deluge (not necessarily " N oah's ") and a
smaller stature to the races which lived subsequently.
As for the evidence furnished by ancient writers, we need
not stop at that of Tertullian , who assures us that in his day
a number of giants were found at Carthage -for, before his
testimony can be accepted, his own identity':' and actual
existence would have to be proven. But we may turn to the scientific
j ournals of r 85 8 , which spoke of a sarcophagus of giants found that year on
the site of that same city. As to the ancient pagan writers-we have
the evidence of Philostratus, who speaks of a giant skeleton twenty-two
cubits long, as well as of another of twelve cubits, seen by himself at
Sigeus. This skeleton may perhaps not have belonged, as believed by
Protesilaus, to the giant killed by Apollo at the siege of Troy ; never
theless, it was that of a giant , as well as that other one discovered by
Messecrates of Stire, at Lemnos-" horrible to behold , " according to
Philostratus (Heroica, p. 3 5 ) . I s it possible that prej udice would carry
Science so far as to class all these men as either fools or liars ?
Pliny speaks of a giant in whom he thought he recognised Orion, the
son of Ephialtes (Nat. Hist. , vol. VII., ch. xvi.) . Plutarch declare s
that Sertorius saw the tomb of Antams , the giant ; and Pausanias
vouches for the actual existence of the tombs of Asterius and of Geryon,
or H illus, son of Hercules-all giants, Titans and mighty men. Finally
the Abbe Pegues (cited in de Mirville's Pnettmatologie) affirms in his curious
work on " The Volcanoes of Greece " that " in the neighbourhood of the
volcanoes of the isle of Thera , giants with enorm ous skulls were found
laid out under colossal stones, the erection of which must have necessi• There are critics who, finding no evidence about the existence of Tertullian save
in the writings of Eusebius " the veracious , " are inclined to doubt it.
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tated. everywhere the use of titanic powers, and which tradition associates
in all countries with the ideas about giants, volcanoes and magic . "
(Page 48 . )
I n t h e s a m e work above cited of the Abbe Pegues, t h e author
wonders why in Bible and tradition the Gibborim (Giants, the mighty
ones) the Rephaim, or the spectres (Phantoms), the Nephilim, or the fallen
on e s (irru en tes)-are shown " as if identical, though they are all men ,
since the Bible calls them the primitive and the mighty ones " -e .g. ,
N imrod. The " Doctrine " explains the secret. These names, which
belong by right only to the four preceding races and the earliest
beginning of the Fifth, allude very clearly to the first two Phantom
(astral) races ; to the fallen o n e the Third ; and to the race of the
Atlantean Giants-the Fourth, after which " men began to decrease in
stature."
-

-

Bossuet (Elevations p. 5 6) sees t he cause of subsequent universal
idolatry in the " original sin." " Ye shall be as gods," says the serpent
of Genesis to Eve, thus laying the first germ of the worship of false
divinities. Hence, he thinks, came idolatry, or the cult and adora
tion of images, of anthropomorphized or human figures. But , if it is
the latter that idolatry is made to rest upon, then the two Churches ,
the Greek and the Latin especially, are as idolatrous and pagan
as any other religion . ':' I t is only in the Fourth Race that men, who
had lost all right to be considered divine , resorted to body worship, in
other words to phallicism. Till then , t hey had been truly gods, as pure
and as divine as their progenitors, and the expression of the allegorical
serpent does not , as sufficien tly shown in the preceding pages, refer
at all to the physiological fall of men, but to their acquiring the
k nowledge of good and evil, which knowledge comes to them prior
to their fall. It must not be forgotten that it is only after his forced
expulsion from Eden that " Adam knew Eve his wife " (Genesis iv.). I t
i s not , however, b y t h e dead-letter of t h e Hebrew Bible that w e shall
check the tenets of the Secret Doctrine ; but point out, rather, the great
similarities between the two in their esoteric meaning.
I t is only after his defection from the N eo- Platonists, that Clement
And that, notwithstanding the formal prohibition at the great Church Council of
Elyrus in A.D. 303, when it was declared that " the form of God, which is immaterial
and invisible, shall not be limited by figure or shape." In 692, the council of
Constantinople had similarly prohibited " to paint or represent J esus a s a lamb , " as also
" to bow the knee in praying, as it is the act of idolatry." But the council of Nic.ea
(787) brought this idolatry back, while that of Rome (883) excommunicated John, the
Patriarch of Constantinople, for his showing himself a declared enemy of image
worsh ip.
*
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of Alexandria began to translate gigantes by serpentes, explaining that
" Serpents and Giants signify Demons. " (Genesis, chapter v.)':'
vVe may be told that , before we draw parallels between our tenets
and those of the B1ble, we have to show better evidence of the existence
of the giants of the Fourth Race than the reference to them found in
Genesis. \Ve answer, that the proofs we give are more satis
factory, at any rate they belong to a more literary and scientific
evidence, than those of Noah's Deluge will ever be. Even the
historical works of China are full of such reminiscences about the
Fourth Race. I n Shoo-King (4th part , chap. XXVI I . , p . 2g r ) , anyone
can read in the French translation, " \Vhen the Mao-tse " ( " that ante 
diluvian and perverted race , " explains the Annotator, " which had
retired in the days of old to the rocky caves, and the descendants of
whom are said to be still found in the neighbourhood of Canton " ) , +
Treating of the Chin ese Dragon and the literature o f China, Mr. Ch. Gould writes
in his " Myth ical Monsters " on p. 2 1 2 :-" Its mythologies, histories, religions, popular
stories and proverbs, all teem with references to a mysterious being ;c•ho has a physical
nature and spiritual attributes. Gifted with an accepted form , which he has the super
natural power of casting off for the assumption of others, he has the power of
influencing the weather, producing drou ghts or fertilizing rains at pleasure, of raising
t empests and allaying them. Volumes could be compiled from the scattered legend s
which everywhere abound relating to t h i s subj ect . . . .
This " mysterious being " is the mythical Dragon, i . e . , t he symbol of the historical,
actual Adept, the master and professor of occult sciences of old. It is stated already
elsewhere, that the great " magicians " of the Fourth and Fifth Races were generally
called the " Serpents " an d the " Dragons " after their progenitors. All these belonged to
the hierarchy of the so-callP-d " Fiery Dragons of \Visdom , " the Dhyan Chohans ,
answering to the Agnishwatta Pitri s, the Maruts and Rudras generally, as the issue
o f Rudra their father, identified with the god of fire. More is said in the text. Now
Clement, an initiated Neo-Piatonist, knew, of course, the origin of the word " Dragon , "
a n d why t h e initiated Adepts were so-called , a s h e knew t h e secret of A l{atlwda:mon ,
the Christ, the seven-vowelled Serpent of the Gnostics. He knew that the dogma o f
his n e w faith required t h e transformation o f a l l t h e t•i1•als o f Jehovah , the angels
supposed to have rebelled against that Elohim as the Titan-Prometheus rebelled
against Zeus, the usurper of his father' s kingdom ; and that " D ragon " was the mystic
appellation of the " Sons of ·wisdom " ; from this knowledge came his definition , as
cruel as it was arbitrary , " Serpents and Giants signify Demons, " i.e . , not " Spirits, "
but De<·ils, i n Church parlance.
t
\Vhat would you say to our affirmation that the Chinese-- I speak of the inland,
the true Chinaman, not of the hybrid mixture between the Fourth and Fifth l'-aces
now occupying the throne, the aborigines who belong in their unallied nationality
wholly to the highest and last branch of the Fourth Race-reached their highest civili
zation when the Fifth had hardly appeared in Asia " (E so te r ic B uddh ism , p . 67) . And
this handful of the inland Chinese are all of a very high stature. Could the most
ancient M S S . i n the Lola language (that of the aborigines of C hina) be got at and
translated correctly, many a priceless piece of evidence would be found. But they are
as rare as their language is unintelligible.
So far, one or two European arch;:eologists
only have been able to procure such priceless works.
*
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to our ancient documents, had, owing to the beguilements of
Tchy- Yeoo, troubled all the earth, it became full of brigands.
The Lord Chang-ty (a king of the divine dynasty) saw that his people
had lost the last vestiges of virtue. Then he commanded Tehong and
Lhy (two lower Dhyan Chohans) to cut away every communication
between heaven and earth . Since then, there was no more going up and
down ! " t
" Going up and down " means an untrammelled communication
and intercourse between the two worlds. N ot being in a position to
give out a full and detailed history of the Third and Fourth Races, as
many i solated facts concerning them as are permitted must be now col
lated together ; especially those corroborated by direct as well as by
inferential evidence found in ancient literature and history. As the
" coats of skin " of men thickened , and they fell more and more into
physical sin , the intercourse between physical and ethereal
divine man was stopped . The veil of matter between the two planes
became too dense for even the inner man to penetrate. The mysteries
of Heaven and Earth, revealed to the Third Race by their celestial
teachers in the days of their purity, became a great focus of light , the
rays from which becam e necessarily weakened as they were diffused
and shed upon a n uncongenial, because too material soil. \Vith the
masses they degenerated into Sorcery, taking later on the shape of
exoteric religions, of idolatry full of superstitions, and man - , or hero 
worship. Alone a handful of primitive men-in whom the spark of
divine Wisdom burnt bright, and only strengthened in its intensity as it
got dimmer and dimmer with every age in those who turned it to bad
purposes-remained the elect custodians of the Mysteries revealed to
mankind by the divine Teachers. There were those among them, who
remained in their Kumaric condition from the beginning ; and tradition
whispers, what the secret teachings affirm, namely, that these Elect
were the germ of a Hierarchy which never died sin c e that period :" The in n er m a, n of the first
only changes his body from time
to time ; h8 is evsr tlze samJ, knowing neither rest nor Nirvana , spuming
Devachan and re m a t n mg constantly on Earth for the salvation of
mankind.
" Out of the seven virgin-men (Kumara 0 fou r
sacrificed themselves for th e sins of the wo rld and the instruction of
" ac cording

Remember tl1e same statement in the Book of Enoch , as also the ladder seen by
J acob in h i s dream. The " two worlds " mean of course the ' ' t wo planes of Conscious
ness and Being . " A seer can commune with beings of a higher plane than the earth ,
w ith out quit ting his arm-chair.
t Vide supra the Commentary on the Four Races-and on the " Sons c.f ·will and
Yoga , " the immaculate progeny of the Androgynous Third Race.
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the ir;;n orant, to remain till the en:i of the present Manvantara. Though unseen ,
they are ever present. When people say of one of them , " He is dead " ; behold, he
is alive and under another form . These are the Head, the Heart, the Soul, and
the Seed of undying knowledge (G nyana) . Thou shalt never speak, 0 L anoo, of
these great ones (M aha . . . ) before a multitude , mentioning them by their names .
The rvise alone will understand. " . . . ':' (Catechism of the inner Schools.)
It is these sacred " Four " who have been allegorized and symbolized
in the " Linga Purima , " which states that Vamadeva (Siva) as Kumara
is reborn in each Kalpa (Race in this instance) , as four youths-four,
white ; four, red ; four, yellow ; and four, dark or brown . Let us
remember that Siva is pre-eminently and chiefly an ascetic , the patron
of all Yogis and Adepts, and the allegory will become quite comprehen
sible. I t is the spirit of Divine vVisdom and chaste asceticism itself
which incarnates in these Elect. I t is only after getting married and
being dragged by the gods from his terrible ascetic life, that Rudra
becomes Siva, a god, and not one of a very virtuous or merciful type ,
in the Hindu Pantheon. Higher than the " Four " is only O N E on
Earth as in Heavens-that still more mysterious and solitary Being
described in Book I .
vVe have now t o examine the nature of the " Sons of the Flame "
and of " Dark \v'isdom, " as well as the pros and cons. of the Satanic
assumption .
Such broken sentences as could be made out from the fragments on
the tile, which George Smith calls " the Curse after the Fall " (see
p . 8r of his " Chaldean Account of Genesis " ) , are of course allegorical ;
yet they corroborate that which is taught of the true nature of the fall of
the angels in our Books. Thus, it is said in line r 2 t hat the " Lord of
the earth his name called out , the father Elu " (Elohim) , and pronounced
his curse , which " The God Hea heard , and his liver was angry, because
his man (Angelic man) had corrupted his purity ( r 4 and 1 5 ) , " for which
Hea expresses the desire that " ' Wisdom and knowledge ' hostilely may
they inj ure him (man) . "
The latter sentence points to the direct connection o f the Chaldean
with the Genetic account . While Hea tries to bring to nought the
wisdom and knowledge gained by man , through his newly- acquired
intellectual and conscious capacity of creating in his turn (thus taking
the monopoly of creation out of the hands of God (the Gods) ) , the
Elohim do the same in the third chapter of Genesis. Therefore the
Elohim sent him out of Eden.
But this was of no avail . For the spirit of divine Wisdom being
I n the Kabala the pronunciation of the four-lettered ineffable name is " a most
secret arcanum ' '-" a secret of secrets."
*
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upon and in man-verily the Serpent of Eternity and all Knowledge,
that M anasic spirit, which made him learn the secret of creation on the
Kriyasaktic, and of procreation on the earthly planes-led him as
naturally to discover his way to immortality, notwithstanding the
j ealousy of all the Gods.
The early Atlanto- Lemurians are charged with taking unto them
selves (divine incarnations) wives of a lower race , namely, the race of
the hitherto mindless men. Every ancient Scripture has the same,
more or less disfigured legend. Primarily, the angelic Fall, which has
transformed the " first-born " of God into the Asuras, or into the Ahriman
and Typhon of the " pagans (i.e., if the accounts given in the Book of
Enoch /' and in H ermes, in Puntnas and Bible are taken literally),
when read esoterically means simply this :Sentences such as : " In his (Satan's) ambition he raises his hand
against the Sanctuary of the God of H eaven " etc . , ought t o read :
" Prompted by the law of eternal evolution and Karma , the angel
incarnated on earth in man ; and as his \,Yisdom and Knowledge
are s till divine, although his body is earthly, he is (allegorically) accused
of divulging the mysteries of H eaven . He combines and uses the two
for purposes of human, instead of super-human, procreation. Hence
forth, " man will beget, not create." t But as, by so doing, he has to use
"

•

Returning once more to the most i mportant subj ect i n the archaic Cosmogony, i t

may b e said that even in t h e Norse legends, i n t h e Sacred Scrolls of t h e goddess SBga, w e

find Loki, t h e brother b y blood of O d i n ( a s Typhon, Ahriman , and others are brothers
of Osiris and Ormazd) , becoming evil only later, when he has mixed too long with
humanity. Like all other fire or light god s-fire burning and destroying as well as
warming and giving lite-t.e ended by being accepted in the destructive sense of " fire . "
The name Loki, we learn ( A sgard and the Gods," p . 250) , has been derived from the old
word " liechan, " t o enlighten. I t has, therefore, the same origin as the Latin " lux,
l ight. " Hence Loki i s identical with Lucifer (light-bringer). This title, given t o the
Prince of Darkness, i s very suggestive and is a vindication in itself against theological
slander. But Loki is still more closely related to Prometheus, as he is shown chained
to a sharp rock, while Lucifer, identified with Satan , was chained down in hell ; a
circumstance, however, which prevented neither of them from acting in all freedom on
Earth , i f we accept the theological paradox in its fulness. Loki is a beneficent , generous
and powerful god in the beginning of times, and the principle of good , not of evil, in early
Scandinavian theogony.
t The Greek mythos just alluded to a few pages back, namely the mutilation of
Uranos by his son Kronos in the Greek theogony, is an allusion to this theft by the Son
of the Earth and Heavens of the divine creative fire , If Uranos, the personification of the
celestial Powers, has to stop creating (he is made impotent by Eronos, the god in time)
so, in the Egyptian Cosmogony it is That, the god of W isdom , who regulates this fight
between Horus and Set , the latter being served by the former as Uranos is by Kronos
(see " Book of the Dead ' ' ch. X VII. V. 26) In the Babylonian account it is the god Z u ,
w h o strips " the father of t h e gods " of umsimi-the ideal creative organ n o t t h e crown (!)
as G. S mith thought (see pp. II5 and rr6 Chaldean Account) . For, in the fragment K.
3454 (British Museum) it is said very clearly, that Z u having stripped the " venerable
"
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h i s weak body as the means of procreation , t hat body will p a y the
penalty for this wisdom, carried from heaven down to the earth ; hence
the corruption of physical purity will become a temporary curse.
The mediceval Kabalists knew this well, since one of them did not
fear t o write : " The Kabala was first t aught by God himself to a select
Company of Angels who formed a theosophic school in Paradise. After
the FALL the Angels most graciously commzmicated this heavenly doctrine to
the disobedient child of Earth, to furnish the protoplasts with the means
of returning to their pristine nobility and felicity " ( Q u oted by Christian
Ginsburg from the Kabala) . This shows how the event-of the Sons
of God, marrying and imparting the divine Secre ts of H eaven to the
daughters of men-allegorically told by Enoch and in the sixth chapter
of Genesis was interpreted by the Christian Kabalists. The whole of this
period may be regarded as the pre -human period , that of divine man, or
as plastic Protestant theology now has it-the pre- adamite period. But
even Genesis begins its real history (ch ap . vi.) by the giants of " those
days " and the " Sons of god " marrying and teaching their \Yives-the
daughters of man.
This period is the one described in the Pudnas ; a n d relating as it
does to days lost in archaic ages, hence pre-historic, how can any
anthropologist feel certain whether the mankind of that period was or
was not as he knows it now ? The whole personnel of the Bnihmanas
and Pun1nas-the l{ishis, Praj <'ipatis, Manus, their wives and progeny
belong to that pre-human period.
All these are the Seed of Hum anity,
so to speak. I t is around these " Sons of G od , " the " �'l ind born "
astral children of Brahma, that our physical frames have grown and
developed to wh at they are now. For, the Pudnic histories of all those
men are those of our Monads, in their various and numberless incarna
tions on this and other spheres, events perceived by the " Siva eye " of
the ancient Seers, (the " third eye " of our Stanzas) and described
allegorically. Later on, they were disfigured for Sectarian p urposes ;
mutilated , hut still left \Vith a considerable ground-work of truth
in them. Nor is the philosophy less profound in such allegories for
being so thickly veiled by the overgrowth of fancy.
But with the Fourth Race we reach the purely human period.
Those who were hitherto semi- divine Beings, self-imprisoned in bodies
which were human only in appearance, became physiologically changed
and took unto themselves wives who were entirely human and fair to look
��---�-------

of Heaven " of his desire, he carried away the umsimi of the gods, and burnt thereby the

tcroti (the power) of all the other gods, thus " governing the seed of all the angels " ( r s ) .
A s the umsimi was on the seat of Bel, it could hardly be the " crown. " A fourth version
is in the Bible. Ham is the Chaldean Z u , and both are cursed for the same allegorically
described crime.
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at , but in whom lower, more material, ,though sidereal, beings had
incarnated. These beings in female forms (Lilith is the prototype
of these in the J ewish traditions) are called in the esoteric accounts
" Khado " (Dakini, in Sanskrit) . Allegorical legends call the chief of
these Liliths, Sang ve Khado (Buddha Dakini, in Sanskrit) ; all are credited
with the art of " walking in the air," and the greatest kindness to mortals ;
but no mind-only animal instinct.':'
(c) This is the beginning of a worship which, ages later, was doomed
to degenerate into phallicism and sexual worship. It began by the
worship of the human body-that " miracle of miracles," as an English
author calls it-and ended by that of its respective sexes. The wor
shippers were giants in stature ; but they were giants in knowledge and
learning, though it came to them more easily than it does to the men of
our modern times. Their Science was innate in them . The Lemuro
Atlantean had no need of discovering and fi xing in his memory that
which his informing P R I N C I PL E knew at the moment of its incarnation.
Time alone , and the ever-growing obtuseness of the matter in which the
Principles had clothed themselves, could, the one, weaken the memory of
their pre-natal knowledge, the other, blunt and even extinguish every
spark of the spiritual and divine in them. Therefore had they, from
the first , fallen victims to their animal natures and bred " monsters "
i.e. , men of distinct varieties from themselves.
Speaking of the G iants, Creuzer describes them well in saying that :
" Those children of H e aven and Earth w e r e endowed at their b i r t h by the

Sovereign Powers, the authors of their being, with e xtrao r d i n ary fac ulties both
They commanded the E lements, k new the secrets of h eaven
m oral and p h ysical .
a1zd th e earth , of the sea and the whole world, and read futurity in the stars .
I t see m s , indeed, as though one has to deal, when reading of t h e m ,

not with

mm

as

we

m·e but w i t h Spirits

of the

bosom of N ature and h a ving full sway over her.

marked with

a character of M AGIC and S O R C E R Y .

Elements sprun g from the
.

All these beings

are

•

And so they were, those (now) legendary heroes of the pre-historic,
still, once really existing races. Creuzer was wise in his generation,
for he did not charge with deliberate deceit, or dullness and superstition,
an endless series of recognized philosophers, who mention these races
and assert that, even in their own time, they saw their fossils. There
were sceptics in days of old-no fewer and as great as they are now.
But even a Lucian, a Democritus and an Epicurus yielded to the
evidence of facts and showed the discriminative capacity of really
These are the beings whose legendary existence has served as a ground-work upon
whic h t o build the rabbinical Lilith, and what the believers in the Bible would t e rm
the antediluvian women, and the Kabalists the pre-Adamite races. They are no fiction
this is certain, however fantastic the exu berance of later growth.
*

-
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great intellects, which can distinguish fiction from fact, and truth from
exaggeration and fraud. Ancient writers were no more fools than our
modern wise men are ; for, as well remarked by the author of some
" Notes on A ristotle's Psychology in Relation to Modern Thought " (in Mind) :" Th e common d ivision of history into ancient and modern is . . . . mis

leadin g. The Greeks in the 4th century, B.C. were in many respects moderns ; "
especially , we m ay add, i n their scepticism. They were not very likely to
accept jables so easil y . . . . . "

Yet the " Lemurians " and the Atlanteans, " those children of H eaven
and Earth , " were indeed marked with a character of SORCERY ; for the
Esoteric doctrine charges them precisely with that , which, if believed ,
would put an end to the difficulties of science with regard to the origin
of man, or rather, his anatomical similarities to the A nthropoid Ape. It
accuses them of having committed the (to us) abominable crime of
breeding with so-called " animals , " and thus producing a truly
pithecoid species, now extinct. O f course, as in the question of spon
taneous generation-in which Esoteric Science believes, and which it
teaches-the possibility of such a cross-breed between man and an
ani m al of any kind will be denied . But apart from the consideration
that in those early days, as already remarked , neither the human
Atlantean giants, nor yet the " animals," were the physiologically
perfect men and mammalians that are now known to us, the modern
notions upon this subj ect-those of the physiologists included-are too
uncertain and fluctuating to permit them an absolute denial a priori of
such a fact .
A careful perusal of the Comm entaries would make one think that the
B eing that the new " incarnate " bred with , was called an " animal , "
not because he w a s no human being, b u t rather because he was s o
dissimilar physically a n d mentally to t h e more perfect races, which had
developed physiologically at an earlier period . Remember Stanza V I I .
and what i s said i n i t s first verse (2 4th) :-that when the " Sons o f Wis
dom " came to incarnate the first time, some of them incarnated fully,
others proj ected into the forms only a spark, while some of the shadows
were left over from being filled and perfected, till the Fourth Race. Those
races , then, which " remained destitute of knowledge, " or those again
which were left " mindless," remained a s they were, even a fter the
natural separation of the sexes. It is these who committed the first cross
b reeding, so to speak, and bred monsters ; and it is from the de
scendants of these that the Atlanteans chose their wives. Adam and Eve
were supposed, with Cain and Abel , t o be the only human family on
E arth. Yet we see Cain going to the land of Nod and taking there
a wife. Evidently one race only was supposed perfect enough to
be called human ; and, even in our own day, while the Singhalese
Theosophical University Press Online Edition

T H E RAC E S OF M E � N O T ALL H U MA � .

regard the Veddhas of their j ungles as speaking animals and no more,
some British people believe firmly, in their arrogance, that every other
human family-especially the dark I ndians-is an inferior race.
M oreover there are naturalists who have sincerely considered the
problem whether some savage tribes-like the Bushmen for instance
can be regarded as men at all. The Commentary says, in describing
that species (or race) of animals " fair t o look at " as a biped :
" Having human shape, bttf having the lower extremities, from the waist down,
covered with hair." H ence the race of the satyrs, perhaps.
I f men existed two million years ago, they must have been-j ust as
the animals were-quite different physically and anatomically from
what they have become ; and they were nearer then to the type of pure
mammalian animal than they are now. Anyhow, we learn that the
animal world breeds strictly inter se, i . e . , in accordance with genus and
species-only since the appearance on this earth of the Atlantean race.
A s demonstrated by the author of that able work , " Mode rn Science and
Modern Thought, " this idea of the refusal to breed with another species ,
or that sterility is the only result of such breeding, " appears to be a
prima facie deduction rather than an absolute law " even now. H e
shows that " different species, d o , in fact, often breed together, as m a y b e
seen in t h e familiar instance o f t h e horse and a s s . It is true that in this
case the mule is sterile . . . . but this rule is not universal , and recently
one new hybrid race, that of the leporine, or hare-rabbit, has been
created which is perfectly fertile. " The progeny o f wolf and dog is also
instanced , as that of several other domestic animals (p . r o r ) ; " like fo xes
and dogs again, and the modern Swiss cattle shown by Rutimeyer as
descended from three distinct species of fossil-oxen, the Bos primigenius,
Bos longifrons and Bos frontosus." Yet some of those species , as the ape family,
which so clearly resembles man in physical structure, contain , we are told,
" numerous branches, which graduate into one another, but the extremes
of which differ more widely than man does from the highest of the ape
series "-the gorilla and chimpanzee, for instance (see A ddenda) .
Thus Mr. Darwin' s remark-or shall we say the remark of Linnao us ?
natura non facit saltum, is not only corroborated by Esoteric Science but
would-were there any chance of the real doctrine being accepted by
any others than its direct votaries-reconcile in more than one way, if
not entirely, the modern Evolution theory with facts, as also with the
absolute failure of the Anthropologists to meet with the " missing link "
in our Fourth Round geological formations.
We will show elsewhere that , however unconsciously to itself, modern
Science pleads our case upon its own admissions, and that de
Quatrefages is perfectly right , when he suggests in his last work, that it
is far more likely that the anthropoid ape should be discoverd to be
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the descendant of man, than that these two types should have a common,
fantastic and nowhere-to-be-found ancestor. Thus the wisdom of the
compilers of the old Stanzas is vindicated by at least one eminent man
of Science, and the Occultist prefers to believe as he ever did that" Man was the first and highest (mammalian) animal that appeared in this
(Fourth Round) creation. Then came still huger animals ; and last of all the
dumb man who walks on all fozers." For, the Rakshasas (giant-demons) an d
Daityas (Titans) of the " White Dwipa " (continent) spoiled his (the dumb
man's) Sires." (Commentary.)
Furthermore, as we see, there are anthropologists who have traced
man back to an epoch which goes far to break down the apparent
barrier that exists between the chronologies of modern science and
the Archaic Doctrine. It is true that English scientists generally have
declined to commit themselves to the sanction of the hypothesis of even
a Tertiary Man. They, each and all , measure the antiquity of Homo
primigenius by their own lights and prej udices. Huxley, indeed,
ventures to speculate on a possible Pliocene or M iocene Man. Prof.
Seeman and Mr. G rant Allen have relegated his advent to th e Eocene,
but, speaking generally, English scientists consider that we cannot safely
go beyond the quaternary. Unfortunately, the facts do not accommo
date the too cautious reserve of these latter. The French school of
anthropology, basing their views on the discoveries of 1 ' Abbe Bourgeois,
Capellini , and others, has accepted, almost without exception, the
doctrine that the traces of our ancestors are certainly to be found in the
Miocene, while M. de Quatrefages now inclines to postulate a Secondary
Age Man.
Further on we shall compare such estimates with the
figures given in the Brahminical exoteric books which approximate to
the esoteric teaching.

(d) . . , Then , " the third eye acted no longer," says the Stanza,
because MAN had sunk too deep into the mire of matter.
\Vhat is the meaning of this strange and weird statement in Verse 42 ,
concerning the " third eye of the Third Race which had died and acted
no longer " ?
A few more occult teachings must now be given with reference to this
point as w ell as some others. The history of the Third and Fourth
Races must be amplified, in order that it may throw some more light on
the development of our present humanity ; and show how the faculties,
called into activity by occult training, restore man to the position he
previously occupied in reference to spiritual perception and conscious
ness. But the phenomenon of the third Eye has to be first explained.
.
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The subject is so unusual, the paths pursued so intricate, so full of
dangerous pitfalls prepared by adver se theories and criticism , that good
reasons have to be given for every step taken . While turning the light
of the bull's eye called esotericism on almost every inch of the occult
grounds travelled over, we have also to use its lens to throw into
stronger obj ectivity the regions explored by exact science ; this, not
only in order to contrast the two, but to defend our position .''
I t may be complained by some that too little is said of the physical,
human side of the extinct races, in this history of their growth and evo
lution. Much more might be said assuredly, if simple pr udence did
not make us hesitate at the threshold of every new revelation . That,
which finds its possibility and landmarks in the discoveries of modern
science, is given ; all that of which exact knowledge knows nothing and
upon which it is unable to speculate-and therefore denies · as facts in
nature-is withheld .
But even such statements as these-e.g., that of all the mammalians, man
was the earliest ; that i t is man who is the indirect ancester of the Ape ;
and that he was a kind of a Cyclops in days of old-will all be contested.
yet , scientists will never be able to prove-except to their own satisfac
tion-that it was not so. Nor can they admit that the first two races of
men were too ethereal and phantom-like in their constitution, organ ism,
and s hape, even t o be called physical men. For, if they do, it will be
found that this is one of the reasons why their relics can never be
expected to be exhumed among other fossils. N evertheless all this is
maintained. Man was the store-house, so to speak, of all the seeds of life
•

For suggestiveness, we would recommend a short article in the Theosophist of

August, r 887, " Esoteric Studies . " Its author expounds therein quite an occult theory ,
though to the world a new idea : " the progress of the Monad concurring with the retro

gression of Form " (666) , i.e . , " with decrease of the v is formativa. " He says, ' ' Who
knows what sh ape vehicled the Ego in remote rings ( Rounds, or races ? ) , . . ? M ay not
man's type have been that of the Simiada in its variety ? Might not the monkey
kingdom of Ramayana fame rest on some far-off tradition rela ting to a period when
t h at was the common lot , or rather aspect, of man ? " . . . and winds up a very clever,
t h ough too �hart, exposition of his theory by saying that which every true occultist will
endorse : ' ' With physico - ethereal man there must be involution of sex. As physico 
astral man depended on entities of the sub-human class (evolved from animal proto
types) for rebirth, so will physico-ethereal man find among the graceful, shapely order�
issuing fro m the air-plane, one or more which will be developed for his successive
embodiments when procreated forms are given-a process which will include all mankind
only very gradually. The (pre ? ) Adamic and post-Adamic races were giants ; their
ethereal counterparts may possibly be liliputians-beauteous, lum inous, diaphanous
but w ill assuredly be giants in mind " (p. 67 r , art. by Visconde de Figaniere, F.T. S . ) .
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for this Round, vegetable and animal alike. ':' As En- Soph is " One,
notwithstanding t he innumerable forms which are in him " (Zohar," i. , 2 ra),
so is man , on E arth the microcosm of the macrocosm. " As soon as
man appeared, everything was complete . . . . for everything i s com
prised in man. He un ites in himself all forms (Ibid, iii. 48a) ." " The mystery
of the earthly man is after the mystery of the Heavenly Man " (ii. ;6a) .
The human form--so called , because it is the vehicle (under whatever
shape) of the divine man - is, as so intuitionally remarked by
by the a uthor of " Esoteric Studies,"t the mw type, at the beginning of
every Round , " as man never can be, so he never has been, manifested
in a shape belonging to the animal kingdom in esse. " The author
proceeds, " he never formed part of that kingdom. Derived , only
derived, from the most finished class of the latter, a new human form
must always h ave been the new type of the cycle . The human shape,
in one ring ( ? ) , as I imagine, becomes cast -off clothes in the next ; it is
then appropriated by the highest order in the servant-kingdom below . "
I f t h e idea is what we understand it to mean-for t h e " rings " spoken
of throw some confusion upon it-then it is the correct esoteric teaching.
Having appeared at the very beginning, and at the head of sentient and
conscious life , man (the astral, or the " Soul , " for the Zohar, repeating the
archaic teaching, distinctly says that " the real man is the Soul, and his
material frame no part of him ")-man became the living and animal
U N IT, fr o m which the " cast-off clothes " determined the shape of
every life and animal in this Round . t
Thus, h e " created " for ages the insects, reptiles, birds, and animals ,
unconsciously to himself, from his remains and relics from the Third
and the Fourth Rounds. The same idea and teaching are as distinctly
given in the Vendidad of the Mazdeans, as they are in the Chaldean and
the Mosaic allegory of the Ark, all of which are the m any national
version s of the original legend given in the Hindu Scriptures. I t is found
in the allegory of Vaivasvata M anu and his Ark with the Seven Rishis,
as m that of the Rishis, each of whom is shown the father and
I t may be objected that this is a contradiction. That , as the first Root-Race
appeared 30o,ooo,ooo years after the vegetation had evolved, the seed of vegetable life
could not be in the First Race. We say it could ; for up to man's appearance in this
Round , the vegetation was of quite another kind than it is now, and quite ethereal ,
this for the simple reason that no grass or plants could have been physical, before there
were animal or other organisms to breathe out the carbonic acid which vegetation has to
i mbibe for its development, its nutrition and growth . They are inter-dependent in their
physical and achieved forms.
·1· " Visconde de Figaniere, F.T. S." (The Theosophist, Aug. r 887, page 676.)
t I t is stated in the Zohar that the ' ' primordial worlds ' ' (sparks) could not continue
because malt was not as yet. " The human form contains everything ; and as it did not as
yet e x i st the worlds were destroyed . "
*

,
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progenitor of specified a nimals, reptiles, a n d even monsters ( See Vishnu
and other Purd nas) . Open the Mazdean Vendidad, at Fargard ii . ,
a t verse 27 (73 ) and read the command ot Ormazd t o Yim a , a Spirit o f the
Earth , who symbolizes the three races, after telling him to build a
vara ( " an enclosure, " an argtta or vehicle) . . . .
" Thither (into the vara ) thou shalt bring the seeds of men and womm,
of the greatest, best , and finest kinds on this earth ; t hither thou shalt
bring the seeds of every kind of cattle , " etc . , etc. ; and v. 28 (74 ) . . . .
" all those seeds shalt thou bring, two of every kind , to be kept inexhaustible
there, so long as those men shall stay in the vara." Those " men " in the
" Vara " are the " Progenitors, " the heavenly men or Dhyani , the
future Egos who are commissioned to inform mankind. For " Vara , " or
the " Ark " (or again the Vehicle) simply means MAN . ':' Verse 30 says :
. . . . " thou shalt seal up the vara (after filling it up with the seeds) ,
and thou shalt make a door and a window self-shining within," which is
the Soul. And when Yima inquires of Ahura Mazda how he shall
manage to make that vara, he is answered : " Crush the earth . . . and
knead it with thy hands, as the potter does when kneading the potter' s
clay " (3 1 ) .
The Egyptian ram-headed god makes man of clay on a potter's
wheel , and so in Genesis do the Elohim fash ion him out of the same
material.
When the " Maker of the material world " (Ahura Mazda) is asked ,
furthermore , what is to give light " to the Vara which Yima made , " he
i s told that " There are tmcreated lights and created lights " and that
" there " (in Airyana Va�go , where Vara is built) , " the stars, the moon ,
and the Sun are only once (a year) seen to rise and set " and a year
seems only as a day (and night) a clear reference to the " land of the
Gods " or the (now) polar regions. Moreover another hint is contained in
this verse : a distinct allusion to the " uncreated lights " which enlighten
man within-his principles. Otherwise, no sense or reason could be
found in Ahura M azda's answer ( V. 40 ) , which is forthwith followed by
Verse 41 saying that " Every fortieth year, to every couple
(hermaphrodite) two are born, a m ale and female, " + the latter being a
distinct echo of the Secret Doctrine, of a Stanza which saysThis is the meaning when the allegory and symbol are o p ened and read by means
of the human key, or the key to terrestial anthroposophy . T h i s interpreta�ion o f
the " ark " symbolism does not in the least interfere with its astronomical , or even
theogonic keys ; nor with any of the other six meanings. Nor does it seem less scien
tific than the modern theories about the origin of man. As said, it has seven keys to
i t , like the rest .
t Vendidad Sadah , See also B u n d . XV. ; and J. Darmesteter's translation of the
Vendidad. " Sacred Books of the East."
*
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" A t the expiration of every forty (an nua l) Suns, at the eud of every fortieth
Day, the double oue becomes four; male and female in one, in the first and
second and the third
\i\lhich is clear, since " every sun " meant a whole year, the latter
being composed of one day then , as in the arctic circle it is now com
posed of six months. According to the old teaching, the axis of the earth
gradually changes its inclination to the ecliptic , and at the period
referred to, this inclination was such that a polar day lasted during the
whole period of the earth's revolution about the sun, when a kind of
twilight of very short duration intervened ; after which the polar land
resumed its position directly under the solar ray s. This may be
contrary to astronomy as now taught and understood : but who can say
that changes in the motion of the earth, which do not take place now,
did not occur millions of years back ?
Returning once more to the statemen t that Vara meant the MAN of
the Fourth Round, as much as the Earth of those days, the moon, and
even Noah's ark, if one will so have it-this is again shown in the
dialogue between Ahura Mazda and Zarathustra. Thus when the
latter asksV. 42. " 0 M aker of the M aterial \i\1orld, thou H oly One ! vVho is he
who brought the law of Mazda into the Vara which Yima m ade ? "
" Ahura M azda answered : ' It was the bird Karshipta, 0 holy
Zarathustra .' . . . .
" The bird Karshipta dwells in the heavens : were he living on the
earth he would be king of birds. He brought into the var of Yima ,
and recites the Avesta in the language of birds." (Bund. xix and xxiv.)
This again is an allegory and a symbol misunderstood by the Orien 
t alists only, who see in this bird " an incarnation of lightning, " and
say its song was " often thought to be the utterance of a god and a
revelation, " and what not. Karshipta is the human mind-soul, and the
deity thereof, symbolized in ancient Magianism by a bird, as the
Greeks symbolized it by a butterfly. No sooner had Karshipta entered the
Vara or man, than he understood the law of Mazda , or Divine Wisdom .
I n the " Book of Concealed Mystery " it is said of the tree, which is the
tree of knowledge of good and evil : " In its branches (of the tree) the
birds lodge and build their nests, " or the Souls and the Angels have their
place ! " • Therefore, with the Kabalists it was a like symbol. " Bird "
was a Chaldean, and has become a H ebrew synonym and symbol for
Angel, a Soul, a Spirit, or Deva ; and the " Bird's N est " was with both
Heaven, and is God' s bosom in the Zohar. The perfect Messiah enters
Eden " into that place which is called the Bird ' s Nest " ( Zohar, ii. , 8b) .
.

•
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* See " Kabbala h Un veiled " by S. McG regor Mathers , p. 104.
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" Like a bird that is flying from its nest , and that is the Soul from
which the Shekeenah (divine wisdom or grace) does not move away "
(Zohar, iii. , 278a ; Myer' s Qabbalah , 2 1 7). " The N est of the eternal
Bird , the flutter of whose wings produces life, is boundless space , " says
the Commentary, meaning Hansa, the bird of \Visdom .
It is Adam Kadmon who is the (Sephirothal) tree , and it is he who
becomes the " Tree of knowledge of good and evil " esoterically. And
that " tree hath around it seven columns (seven pillars) of the world, or
Rectores " ; the same " Progenitors " or " Sephiroth again " operating
through the respective orders of Angels in the spheres of the seven
planets," etc . , one of which orders begets giants (Nephilim) on Earth.
It was the belief of entire antiquity, Pagan and Christian, that the
earliest mankind was a race of giants. Certain excavations in America
in mounds and in caves, have already yielded in isolated cases groups
of skeletons of nine and twelve feet high .':' These belong to tribes
of the early Fifth Race, now degenerated to an average size of between
five and six feet. But we can e asily believe that the Titans and
Cyclopes of old really belonged to the Fourth (Atlantean) Race, and
that all the subsequent legends and allegories found in the Hindu
Purfmas and the Greek Hesiod and Homer , were based on the hazy
rem iniscences of real Titans-men of a superhuman tremendous
physical power, which enabled them to defend themselves, and hold at
bay the gigantic monsters of the Mesozoic and early Cenozoic times
and of actual Cyclopes-three-eyed mortals.
I t has been often remarked by observant writers, that the " origin of
nearly every popular myth and legend could be traced invariably to a
fact in Nature. "
In these fantastic creations of an exuberant subj ectivism , there is
always an element of the obj ective and real. The imagination of the
masses , disorderly and ill-regulated as it may be, could never have
conceived and fabricated ex nihilo so many monstrous figures , such a
wealth of extraordinary tales, had it not had , to serve it as a central
nucleus, those floating reminiscences, obscure and vague, which unite
the broken links of the chain of time to form with them the mysterious,
dream foundation of our collective consciousness. t
"

Darwinian Evol utionists who are so wont to refer to the evidence of reversion to type
-the full meaning of which , in the case of human monsters, is embraced in the esoteric
solution of the embryological problem-as proof of their arguments, would do well to
inquire into those instances of modem giants w ho are often 8, g, and even I I feet high.
Such reversions are i mperfect, yet undeniable reproductions of the original towering
man of primeval times.
t See " My thical Monsters , " by Ch. Gould, from whose interesting and scientific volume
a few passages are quoted further on. See i n Mr. Sinnett ' s ' ' Occult World, " the descrip
tion of a cavern in the Himalayas filled with relics of human and ani mal giant bones,
•
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T h e evidence for t h e Cyclopes-a race o f giants-will be pointed out
in forthcoming Sections, in the Cyclopean remnants, so called to this
day. An indication that , during its evolution and before the final
adj ustment of the human organism - which became perfect and
symmetrical only in the Fifth Race-the early Fourth Race may have been
three-eyed, without having necessarily a third eye in the middle of the
brow, like the legendary Cyclops , is also furnished by Science.
To the Occultists who believe that spiritual and psychic involution
proceeds on parallel lines with physical evolution ; that the inner senses
innate in the first human races-atrophied during racial growth and the
material development of the outer senses ; to the student of Esoteric
symbology, finally, this statement is no conjecture or possibility, but
simply a phase of the law of growth, a proven fact, in short . They
understand the meaning of this pa ssage in the Commentaries which
says :" There were four-armed human creatures in those early days of the male-females
(hermaphrodites) ; with one head, yet three eyes. They could see before
them and behind them.'' A KALPA later (after the separation of the sexes)
m en having fallen into matter, their spiritual vision became dim ; and coordinately
the third eye commenced to lose its po wer . . . When the Fourth ( Race) arrived
at its middle age, the inner vision had to be awakened , and acquired by artificial
stimuli, the process of which was known to the old sages. +
The third eye ,
likewise, getting gradually P E T R I F I E D , t soon disappeared. The double
faced became the one-faced, and the eye was drawn deep into the head a n d is now
buried under the hair. D uring the activity of the inner man (during trances
and spiritual visions) the eye swells and expands. The A rhat sees and
feels it, and regulates his action accordingly . .
.

•

.

.

* Viz. , the third eye was at the back of the head .
The statement t hat the latest
hermaphrodite humanity was " four-armed , " unriddles probably the mystery of all the
representations and idols o f the exoteric gods of India. O n the Acropolis of Argos ,
there was a �hvov, a rudely carve::! wooden statue (attributed to Da=dalus) , representing
a three-eyed colossus, which was consecrated to Zeus TriopJs (three-eyed) .
The head
of the ' ' god " has t wo eyes in its face and one above on the top of the forehead. It i s
considered the m o s t archaic of all t h e ancient statues (Sch ol. Vatic. ad Eurip.

Troad. 14) .
t T h e In n er sight could henceforth be acquire::! only through training and initiation,

save in the cases of " natural and born magicians,'' sensitives and mediums, as they are
called now.
t This expression " petrified " instead of " ossified " is curious. The " back eye , "
which is of course t h e pineal gland, now so-called , t h e small pea-like mass of grey
nervous matter attached to the back of the third ventricle of the brain, is said to almost
invariably contain miural concretions and sand, and " nothing m ::>re." ( Vide Infra.)
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Unfortunately not. The " deva-eye " exists no more for the majority
The t hird eye is dead , and acts no longer ; but it has left
behind a witness to its existence. This witness is now the P I N E A L
GLAN D . As for the " four- armed " men, it is they who become the
prototypes of the four-armed H indu gods, as shown in a preceding
footnote.
Such is the mystery of the human eye that , in their vain endeavours
to explain and account for all the difficulties surrounding its action ,
some scientists have been forced to resort to occult explanations. The
development of the Hum an eye gives more support to the occult anthro
pology than to that of the materialistic physiologists. '' The eyes in
the human embryo grow from within without " out of the brain, instead of
being part of the skin, as in the insects and cuttlefish. Professor
L ankester, thinking the brain a queer place for t he eye, and attempting
to explain the phenomenon on Darwinian lines , suggests the curious view
that " our " earliest vertebrate ancestor was a transparent creature
and hence did not mind where the eye was ! And so was man " a
transparent creature " once upon a time , we are taught, hence our
theory holds good. But how does the Lankester hypothesis square
with the H <eckelian view that the ver tebrate eye originated by changes
in the ep ide rm is ?
If it started inside, the th eory goes into the waste
basket. This seems to be proved by embryology. Moreover, Professor
Lankester' s extraordinary suggestion-or shall we say admission ?
i s rendered perhaps necessary by evolutionist necessi ties. O ccultism
with its teaching as to the grad ual developme nt of senses " F R O M
"
WITHIN wiTHOUT,
from astral prototypes, is far more satisfactory : The
third eye retreated inwards when its course was run -another point m
favour of O ccultism.
The allegorical e xpre 3sion of the Hindu mystics when speak i ng of
the " eye of Siva , " the Tri-bochana (" three-eyed "), thus receives its
j ustification and raison d'Ctre-the transference of the pineal gland (once
that " third eye ") to the forehead, being an exoteric licence. This
throws also a light on the mystery-incom prehensible to some-of the
connection between abnormal, or Spiritual Seership, and the physiological
purity of the Seer. The question is often asked, " Why sho uld celibacy
and chastity be a sine qua non rule and condition of regular chelaship, or
the development of psychic and occult powers ? The answer i s
contained in t h e C ommentary. VVhen we le arn that t h e " third eye "
w a s once a physiological organ , and that later on, owing to the gradual
of mankin d .
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disappearance of spirituality and increase of materiality ( Spiritual
nature being extinguished by the physical) , it became an atrophied
organ, as little understood now by physiologists as the spleen is-when
we learn this, the connection will become clear. During human life the
greatest impediment in the way of spiritual development, and especially
to the acquirement of Yoga powers, is the activity of our physiological
senses. Sexual action being closely connected , by interaction, with the
spinal cord and the grey matter of the brain, it is useless to give any
longe r explanation. Of course, the normal and abnormal state of the
brain , and the degree of active work in the medulla oblongata , reacts
powerfully on the pineal gland, for , owing to the number of " centres "
in that region, which controls by far the greater maj ority of the
physiological actions of the animal economy, and also owing to the
close and intimate neighbourhood of the two, there must be exerted a
very powerful " inductive " action by the medulla on the pineal gland .
All this is quite plain to the Occultist, but is very vague in the sight
of the general reader. The latter must then be shown the possibility
of a three-eyed man in nature, in those periods when his formation wa s
yet in a comparatively chaotic state. Such a possibility may be
inferred from anatomical and zoological knowledge, first of all ; then it
may rest on the assumptions of materialistic science itself.
It is asserted upon the authority of Science , and upon evidence,
which is not merely a fiction of theoretical speculation this time, that
many of the animals-especially among the lower orders of the verte
brata-have a third eye , now atrophied , but necessarily active in its
ongm . ':' The Hatteria species, a lizard of the order Lacertilia, recently
discovered in N ew Zealand (a part of ancient L emuria so called, mark well) ,
presents this peculiarity in a most extraordinary manner ; and not only
the Hatteria punctata, but the chameleon , certain reptiles, and even
fishes. I t was thought , at first, that it was no more than the prolonga 
tion of the brain ending with a small protuberance, called epiphysis, a
little bone separated from the main bone by a cartilage , and found i n
every animal. B u t i t w a s soon found to be more than this. I t offered
-as its development and anatomical structure showed-such an
analogy with that of the eye, that it was fo und impossible to see in it any" Deeply placed within the head , covered by thick skin and muscles, true eyes
that cannot see are found in certain animals," also, says H ::eckel : ' ' Vertebrate
blind moles and field mice, blind snakes and lizards . . . . T hey shun daylight . . .
dwelling under the ground, They were not originally blind but have evolved from
ancestors that lived in the light and had well-developed eyes. The atrophied eye
beneath the opaque skin may be found in these blind beings in every stage of
reversion . " (" Sense Organs," Hmcke l.) And if two eyes could become so atrophied in
lower animals, why not one eye-the pineal gland-in man, who is but a higher animal
i n his physical aspect ?
•

.
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thing else. There were and are pal<eontologists who feel convinced t o
this day that this " third eye " h a s functioned in i t s origin, and they
are certainly right . For this is what is said of the pineal gland in
Quain's Anatomy ( Vol. II. , n inth edit. , pp . 8 3 0 - 8 5 1 . " Thalamen 
cephalon " Interbrain) : " I t is from this p art, constituting a t first the whole a n d subsequently the
hinder part of t h e anterior primary e n c e phalic vesic l e , that the optic vesicles
are developed in the earliest perio d , and the fore part is that in conne ction
with w hich the cerebral hemispheres
The

thala m us op tiws of

and accompanyin g p arts are formed .

each side is formed by a l a teral thickening of the

m e d ullary wall , while the interval between , descending towards the base,
constitutes the cavity of the third ventricle with its prolongation i n the infundi
bul u m .

The grey commissure afterwards stretches across the ventricular

c avity. . . . .

T h e hinder p art of t h e roof is develop e d by a p e c uliar pro c e s s ,

to be noticed later, i nto t h e p i n e a l glan d , which r e m a i n s u n i t e d o n each s i d e by
its pedicles to the thala m us , and behin d these a transverse band is formed as
posterior commissur e .
" The lam ina term inalis

!

lamina cine1, ea ) continues to c l o s e t h e third ventricle i n

fron t , below it t h e o p t i c com missure for m s t h e floor of t h e ventricle , and further
back the infundibulum descends to b e united in the sella t u rcica with the tissue
adj oining the poste rior lo be of the pituitary body .
" The two op tic th a la m i formed from t h e posterior and outer part of the anterior
vesicl e , consist at fi rst of a single hollow sac of nervo u s m atter, the c avity o f
which communicates on each s i d e in front w i t h that of t h e commen cin g cerebra
hemispheres, a n d behind with that of the middle cephalic vesicle
qua drigemin a j .

Soo n ,

h o wever,

( corp o m

by increased d eposit t a k i n g p l a c e in their

interior, behind , below, and at the sides, the thalam i become solid, and at the
same time a cleft or fissure appears between them a bove , and p e netrates d o w n
t o the internal cavity, which continues o p e n a t the b a c k part opposite the
entrance of the Sylvian aqued uc t .

This cleft or fissure

is the third ven tricle.

B ehin d , the t wo thalami continue united b y the posterior w m m issu1'e, which is
distin guishable about the end of the t hird month, and also by t h e peduncles of
the pineal gland . . . . .
" At an early period the op tic tracts may be reco�nised as hollow prolongation s
from the outer part of the wall of the thala m i while they are still vesicular.
the fourth month these tracts are distinctly fo r m e d .

At

They subsequently are

prolonged bac kwards into connection with the c01'}om q uadrigemina.
" The formation of t h e pineal gland a n d pituitary body presents som e of the
most interestin g phenomena which are connected with the d evelopment of the
Tha la mencephalo n . "

The above is specially interesting when it is remem bered that, were
it not for the development of the hinder part of the cerebral hemispheres
backwards, the pineal gland would be perfectly visible on the removal
of the parietal bones. It is very interesting also to note the obvious
connection to he traced between the (originally) hollow optic tracts and
the eyes anteriorly, the pineal gland and its peduncles behind, and all
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of these with t h e optic thalami. So that t h e recent discoveries i n
connection with the third eye o f Hatteria punctata have a very important
bearing on the developmental history of the human senses, and on the
occult assertions in the text .
I t is well known , (and also regarded as a fiction now, by those who
have ceased to believe in the existence of an immortal principle in
man, ) that Descartes saw in the pineal gland the Seat of the Soul.
Although it is joined to every part of the body, he said, there is one
special portion of it in which the Soul exercises its functions more
specially than in any other. And , as neither the heart , nor yet the
brain could be that " special " locality, he concluded that it was that
little gland tied to the brain, yet having an ac tion independent of it, a s
i t could easily b e p u t into a kind of swinging motion " by the animal
Spirits • which cross the ca vities of the skull in every sense. "
Unscientific a s this may appear in our day o f exact learning,
Descartes was yet far nearer the occult truth than is any H �ckel. For
the pineal gland, as shown, is far more connected with Soul and Spirit
than with the physiological senses of man. Had the leading Scientists
a glimmer of the real processes employed by the Evolutionary I mpulse,
and the winding cyclic course of this great law, they would know instead
of conj ecturing ; and feel as certain of the future physical transforma
tions of the human kind by the knowledge of its past forms. Then ,
would they see the fallacy and all the absurdity of t heir modern " blind
force " and mechanical processes of nature ; realizing, in consequence
of such knowledge, that the said pineal gland, for instance, could not but
be disabled for physical use at this stage of our cycle . If the odd " eye "
in man is now atrophied, it is a proof that, as in the lower animal, i t
has once been active ; for nature never creates the smallest , t h e most
insignificant form without some definite purpose and use. I t was an
active organ, we say, at that stage of evolution when the spirit ual
element in man reigned supreme over the hardly nascent intellectual
and psychic elements. And, as the cycle ran down toward that
point when the physiological senses were developed by, and
went pari passu with, the growth and consolidation of the physical
man , the interminable and complex vicissitudes and tribulations of
zoological development, that median " eye " ended by atrophying along
with the early spiritual and purely psychic characteristics in m an .
The eye i s the mirror and also the window o f the soul, says popular
wisdom,t and Vox populi Vox Dei.
The " Nervous Ether " of Dr. B.W. Richardson , F.R.S.-the nerve-aura of occultism .
The " animal spirits " (?) are equivalent to the currents of nerve-auric compound cir
culation.
t Let us remember that the First Race is shown in Occult sciences as spiritual within
•
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In the beginning, every class and family of living species was her
maphrodite and obj ectively one-eyed. In the animal, whose form was as
ethereal (astrally) as that of man, before the b odies of both began to
evolve their coats of skin, viz . , to evolve from within without the thick
coating of physical substance or matter with its internal physiological
mechanism-the third eye was primarily, as in man, the only seeing
organ. The two physical front eyes developed ':' later on in both brute
and man, whose organ of physical sight was , at the commencement of
the Third Race, in the same position as that of some of the blind
vertebrata , in our day, i.e . , beneath an opaque skin. t Only the
stages of the odd, or primeval eye, in man and brute, are now inverted ,
as the former h a s already passed that animal non-rational stage in the
Third Round, and i s ahead of mere brute creation by a whole plane of
consciousness. Therefore , while the " Cyclopean " eye was, and still
is, in man the organ of spiritual sight , in the animal it was that of obj ec
tive visiOn . And this eye, having performed its function, was replaced,
in the course of physical evolution from the simple to the complex, by
two eyes, and thus was stored and laid aside by nature for further use in
JEons to come.
This explains why the pineal gland reached its high est development
proportionately with the lowest physical development . It is the verte
brata in which it is the most prominent and objective, and in man it is
and ethereal without ; the second, psycho-spiritual mentally, and ethero-physical bodily ;
the tMrd, still bereft of intellect in its beginning, is astro-physical in its body, and lives
an inner life , in which the psycho-spiritual element is in no way interfered with as
yet by the hardly nascent physiological senses. Its t wo front eyes look before them
without seeing either past or future. But the " third eye " " embraces E TERNITY. ' '
But i n a very different manner t o that pictured by H acckel a s a n e1•olution by
natural selection in the struggle for existence " (" Pedigree of Man . ' ' " Sense Organs , " p . 335) .
The mere " thermal sensibility of the skin , " to hypothetical light-waves, is absurdly
incompetent to account for the beautiful combination of adaptations present m the eye.
I t has, moreover, been previously shown t hat " natural Selection " i s a pure myth
when credited with the origina tion of variations (vi!ie infm,Part II I., on Darii•inian mcclzanical
causation ) ; as the " survival of the fittest ' ' can only take place after useful variations have
sprung up, together with improved organisms. Whence came the " useful variations , "
which developed t h e eye ? Only from " blind forces . . . without a i m , without
design ? " The argument is puerile. The true solution of the mystery is to be found
in the impersonal Divine Wisdom, in its IDEATION-reflected through matter.
t Palaeontology has ascertained that in the animals of the Cenozoic age-the Saurians
especially, such as the antediluvian Labyrinthodon , whose fossil skull exhibits a per
foration otherwise inexplicable-the third, or odd eye must have been much developed .
Several naturalists, among others E. Korscheldt , feel convinced that whereas, notwith
standing the opaq ue skin covering it, such an eye in the reptiles of the present period
can only distinguish light from darkness (as the human eyes do when oound with a
handkerchief, or even tightly closed) , in the now extinct animals that eye functioned
and was a real organ of vision .
•

"
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most carefully hidden a n d inaccessible, except to t h e anatomist . N o
less light is thrown thereby o n the future physical, spiritual, and intel
lectual state of m ankind , in periods corresponding on parallel lines with
other past periods, and always on the lines of ascending and descending
cyclic evolution and development . Thus, a few centuries before the
Kali yuga-the black age which began nearly s , ooo years ago-it was
said (paraphrased into comprehensible sentences) :
" We (the Fifth Root- Race) in our first half (of duration) onward (on the
now ASC E N D I N G arc of the cycle) are on the mid point nf (or between) the
First and the Second Races-falling downward (i.e. , the races were then on
the descending arc of the cycle)
Calculate for thyself, Lanoo, and
see." (Commentary xx.).
Calculating as advised, we find that during that transitional period
namely, in the second half of the First Spiritual ethero-astral race
nascent mankind was devoid of the intellectual brain element. As it was
on its descending line, and as we are parallel to it, on the ascending, we are,
.

.

•
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therefore devoid of the Spiritual element, which is now replaced by the
intellectual. For, remember well , as we are in the manasa period of our
cycle of races, or in the Fifth, we have, t herefore , crossed the meridian
point of the perfect adj ustment of Spirit and M atter-or that equi
librium between brain intellect and Spiritual perception.
One
import ant point has, however, to be borne in mind .
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We are only in the Fourth Round, and it is in the Fifth that the
full development of Manas, as a direct ray from the Universal MAHAT-a
ray unimpeded by m atter-will be finally reached. Nevertheless, a s
every sub-race and nation have their cycles a n d stages of develop 
mental evolution repeated on a smaller scale, it must be the more so in the
c ase of a Root- Race. Our race then has, as a Root-race, crossed the
equatorial line and is cycling onward on the Spiritual side ; but some
of our sub-races still find themselves on the shadowy descending arc
of their respective national cycles ; while others again-the oldest
having crossed their crucial point, which alone decides whether a race,
a nation, or a tribe will live or perish , are at the apex of spiritual
development as sub-races.
I t becomes com prehensible now why the " odd eye " has been
gradually transformed into a simple gland, after the physical Fall of
those we have agreed to call the " Lemurians. "
It is a curious fact that it is especially in human beings that the
cerebral hemisph eres and the lateral ventricles have been developed,
and that the optic thalami, corpora quadrigemina, and corpora striata are the
principal parts which are developed in the mammalian brain. Moreover
it is asserted that the intellect of any man m ay to some extent be
gauged by the development of the central convolutions and the fore part
of the cerebral hemispheres. It would seem a natural corollary that if
the development and increased size of the pineal gland may be con
sidered to be an index of the astral capacities and spiritual proclivities
of any man, there will be a corresponding development of that part of
the cranium, or an increase in the size of the pineal gland at the expense
of the hinder part of the cerebral hemispheres. It is a curious specu
lation which would receive a confirmation in this ca se. Vve should see ,
below and behind, the cerebellum which has been held to be the seat of
all the animal proclivities of a human being, and which is allowed by
science to be the great centre for all the physiologically co-ordinated
movements of the body, such as walking, eating, et c . , etc. ; in front, the
fore-part of the brain ·-the cerebral hemispheres-the part especially
connected with the development of the intellectual powers in man ; and
in the middle, dominating them both, and especially the animal functions,
the developed pineal gland, in connection with the more highly evolved,
or spiritual man.
I t must be remembered that these are only physical correspondences ;
j ust as the ordinary human brain is the registering organ of memory,
but not memory itself.
This is, then, the organ which gave rise to so many legends and tra
ditions, among others to that of man with one head but two faces. These
may be found in several Chinese works, besides being referred to in the
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Chaldean fragments. Apart from t h e work already cited-the Shan
Hai King, compiled by King Chia from engravings on nine urns m ade
2 , 2 5 5 B.C., by the Em peror Yi.i. they may be found in another work,
called the " B amboo Books, " and in a third one, the " Rh Ya "
" initiated according to tradition by Chow Kung, uncle of Wu \Vang, the
first Emperor of the Chow Dynasty, B C . , 1 , 1 2 2 " :-says Mr. Ch. Gould
in his " Mythical Monsters." The Bamboo Books contain the ancient
annals of China , found A . D . 2 79 at the opening of the grave of King
Seang of vVai, who died B C . 2 9 5 . Both these works mention men
with two faces on one head-one in front and one behind (p . 2 7) .
N ow that which the students o f Occultism ought t o know is that T H E
" TH I R D E Y E " I S I N D I S S O L U B LY C O N N E C T E D W I T H K ARMA. The tenet is
so mysterious that very few h ave heard of it.
The " eye of Siva " did not become entirely atrophied before the close
of the Fourth Race. \V hen spirituality and all the divine powers and
attributes of the deva-man of the Third had been made the hand-maidens
of the newly-awakened physiological and psychic passions of the
physical man, instead of the reverse, the eye lost its powers. But such
was the law of Evolution, and it was, in strict a ccuracy, no FAL L . The
sin was not in using those newly-developed powers , but in misusing them ;
in making of the tabernacle, designed to contain a god, the fane .o f every
spiritual iniquity. And if we say " sin " it is merely that everyone should
understand our meaning ; as the term Karma,':' would be the right one t o
u s e in this case ; while t h e reader who would feel perplexed a t the use
of the term " spiritual " instead of " physical " iniquity, is reminded of
the fac t that there can be no physical iniquity. The body is simply the
irresponsible organ, the tool of the psychic, if not of the " Spiritual
man." While in the case of the Atlantean s, it was precisely the
Spiritual being which sinned, the Spirit element being still the " Mas ter "
principle in man, in those days. Thus it is in those d ays that the
heaviest Karma of the Fifth Race was generated by our Monads.
As this sentence may again be found puzzling, it is better that it
should be explained for the benefit of those who are ignorant of the
theosophical teachings.
Questions with regard to Karma and re-births are constantly offered ,
and a great confusion seems to exist upon this subject . Those who are
born and bred in the Christian faith , and have been trained in the idea


.

.

* Karma is a word of many meanings, and has a special term for almost every one
of its aspects. It means, as a synonym of sin, the performance of some action for the
attainment of an object of worldly, hence selfish , desire, which cannot fail to be hurtful
to somebody else. Karman is action, the Cause ; and Karma again is " the law of
ethical causation " ; the effect of an act produced egotistically, when the great law of
harmony depends on altruism .
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that a new soul is created by G o d for every newly-born infant , are
among the most perplexed. They ask whether in such case the number
of incarnating M onads on ea rth is limited ; to which they are answered
in the affirmative. For, however countless, in our conceptions, the
number of the incarnating monads-even if we take into account the
fact that ever since the Second Race , when their respective seven groups
were furnished with bodies, several births and deaths may be allowed
for every second of time in the reons already passed-still, there must
be a limit. I t was stated that Karma- Nemesis, whose bond- maid i s
N ature, adjusted everything i n the most harmonious manner ; and that,
therefore, the fresh pouring-in, or arrival of new Monads, had ceased
as soon as H umanity had reached its full physical development .
N o fresh Monads have incarnated since the middle-point of the
Atlanteans . H ence, remembering that , save in the case of young
children , and of individuals whose lives were violently cut off by some
accident, no Spiritual Entity can re-incarnate before a period of many
centuries has elapsed, such gaps alone must show that the number of
Monads is necessarily finite and limited. Moreover, a reasonable time
must be given to other animals for their evolutionary progress.
Hence the assertion that many of us are now working off the effects
of the evil Karmic causes produced by us in Atlantean bodies. The
Law of KAR1! A is inextricably interwoven with that of Re-incarna
tion.
I t is only the knowledge o f the constant re-births of one and the
same individuality throughout the life-cycle ; the assurance that the
same MoNAD s-among whom are many Dhyan- Chohans, or the " Gods "
them selves-have to pass through the " Circle of N ecessity, " rewarded
or punished by such rebirth for the suffering endured or crimes committed
i n the former life ; that those very Monads, which entered the
empty, senseless shells, or astral figures of the First Race emanated by
the Pitris, are the same who are now amongst us-nay, ourselves,
perchance ; it is only this doctrine, we say, that can explain
to us the mysterious problem of Good and Evil, and reconcile
man to the terrible and apparent injustice of life.
N othing but
such certainty can quiet our revolted sense of j ustice. For,
when one unacquainted with the noble doctrine looks around him,
and observes the inequalities of birth and fortune, of intellect
and capacities ; when one sees honour paid fools and profligates, on
whom fortune has heaped her favours by mere privilege of birth, and
their nearest neighbour, with all his intellect and noble virtues-far more
deserving in every way-perishing of want and for lack of sympathy ;
when one sees all this and has to turn away, helpless to relieve the unde
served suffering, one's ears ringing and heart aching with the cries of
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pain around him-that blessed knowledge o f Karma alone prevents him
from cursing life and men, as well as their supposed Creator.':'
Of all the terrible blasphemies and accusations virtually thrown on
their God by the Monotheists, none is greater or more unpardonable
than that (almost always) false humility which makes the presumably
" pious " Christian assert, in connection with every evil and undeserved
blow, that " such is the will of God . "
Dolts a n d hypocrites ! Blasphemers and impious Pharisees, who
speak in the same breath of the endless merciful love and care of their
G od and creator for helpless man, and of that God scourging the good, the
VM)' best of his creatures, bleeding them to death like an insatiable Afoloch I
Shall we be answered to this, in Congreve' s words : " But who shall dare to tax Eternal J u stice ?
Logic and simple
common sense, we answer : if we are made to believe in the ' ' original
Sin , " in one life, on this Earth only, for every Soul, and in an anthropo
morphic Deity, who seems to have created some men only for the
pleasure of condemning them to eternal hell-fire (and this whether they
are good or bad, says the Predestiuarian) ,t why should not every man
endowed with reasoning powers condemn in his turn such a villainous
Deity ? Life would become unbearable, if one had to believe in the
God created by man' s unclean fancy. Luckily he exists only in human
dogmas, and in the unhealthy imagination of some poets, who believe
they have solved the problem by addressing him as"

" Thou great Mysterious Power, who hast i n v olved

confo und
da ring scrutiny and p rove the faith
Of thy presuming creatures ! . . . . "

The pride of human wisd o m , to
The

Truly a robust " faith " is required to believe that it is " presump 
tion " to question the j ustice of one, who creates helpless little man but
to " perplex " him , and t o test a ' ' faith " with which that " Power," more
over, may have forgotten, if not neglected, to endow him, as happens
sometimes.
Compare this blind faith with the philosophical belief, based on
every reasonable evidence and life-experience, in Karma-N emesis, or
the Law of Retribution. This Law-whether Conscious or U ncon•

Obj ectors to the doctrine of Karma should recall the fact that it is absolutely out of
A firm grasp of the
principles of Karmic Law knocks away the whole basis of the i mposing fabric reared by
the disciples of Schopenhauer and Von Hartmann .
t The doctrine and theology of Calvinists. '' The purpose of God from eternity
respecting all events ' ' ( which becomes fatalism and kills free will, or any attempt of
exerting it for good)
It is the pre-assignment or allot ment of men to ever
lasting happiness or misery " (Catechism) . A noble and encouraging Doctrine this l
the question to attempt a reply to the Pessimists on other data.

.

•

.

.

.

"
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scious-predestines nothing and no one. It exists from and in Eternity,
truly, for it is KrERN ITY itself ; and as such , since no act can be co- equal
with eternity, it cannot be said t o act, for it is ACTION itself. It is not
the \Vave which drowns a man, but the personal action of the wretch,
who goes deliberately and places himself under the impersonal action of
the laws that govern the O cean's motion . Karma creates nothing, nor
does it design. I t is man who plans and creates causes, and Karmic
law adjusts the effects ; which adjustment is not an act, but universal
harmony, tending ever t o resume its original position, like a bough ,
which , bent down too forcibly, rebounds with corresponding vigour.
If it happen t o dislocate the arm that tried t o bend it out of its natural
position, shall we say that it is the bough which broke our arm , or that
our own folly has brought us t o grief ? Karma has never sought to
destroy intellectual and individual liberty, like the God invented by the
lVIonotheists. I t has not involved its decrees in darkness purposely to
perplex man ; nor shall it punish him who dares t o scrutinise its
mysteries. On the contrary, he who unveils through study and medita 
tion its intricate paths,and t hrows light on those dark ways,in t h e windings
of which so m any men perish owing t o their ignorance of the labyrinth
of life, is working for the good of his fellow-men. KARMA is an Absolute
and Eternal law in the World of manifestation ; and as t here can only
be one Absolute, as One eternal ever presen t Cause, believers in Karma
cannot be regarded as Atheists or materialists-still less as fatalists : ':'
Some theosophists, in order to make Karma more comprehensible to the \Vestern
mind, as being better acquainted with the Greek than with Aryan philosophy, have
made an attempt to translate it by Nemesis. Had the latter been known to the profane
in antiquity, as i t was understood by the Initiate, this translation of the term would be
unobj ectionable. As it is, it has been too much anthropomorphised by Greek
fancy to perm1t our using it without an elaborate explanation . W ith the early Greeks ,
" from Homer to Herodotus, s h e w a s no goddess, b u t a moral feeling rather," says
Decharme ; the barrier to evil and i mmorality. He who transgresses i t , commits a sacri
lege in the eyes of the gods, and is pursued by Nemesis. But, with time, that " feeling "
was deified , and its personification became an ever-fatal and punishing goddess. There
fore, if we would connect Karma with Nemesis, it has to be done in the triple character
of the latter, viz . , as Nemesis, Adrasteia and Themis. For, while the latter is the
goddess of Universal O rder and Harmony, who, like Nemesis, i s commissioned to
repress every excess, and keep man within the limits of Nature and righteousness under
severe penalty, A drasteia-" the inevitable " -- represents Nemesis as the immutable
effect of causes created by man himself. Nemesis, as the daughter of Dike, is the
equitable goddess reserving her wrath for t hose alone who are maddened with pride,
egoism , and impiety. ( See Mesomed. Hymn. Nemes. , V. 2 . Brunck , A nalecta II. , p. 292 ;
Mythol. de la Grece A ntique, p. 304.) In short , while Nemesis is a mythological, exoteric
goddess, or Power, personified and anthropomorphised in its various aspects, Karma i s
a highly philosophical truth, a most divine noble expression o f t h e primitive intuition
of man concerning Deity. It is a doctrine which explains the origin of Evil, and
•
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for Karma is o n e with t h e Unknowable, of which i t is an aspect m its
effects in the phenomenal world.
I ntimately, or rather indissolubly, connected with Karma, then, is
the law of re-birth, or of the re-incarnation of the same spiritual indi
viduality in a long, almost interminable , series of personalities. The
latter are like the various costumes and characters played by the same
actor, with each of which that actor identifies himself and is identified
by the public, for the space of a few hours. The inner, or real man , who
personates those characters, knows the whole time that he is Hamlet
for the brief space of a few acts, which represent, however, on the plane
of human illu1>ion the whole life of H amlet . And he knows that he was,
the night before, King Lear, the transformation in his turn of the Othello
of a still earlier preceding night ; but the outer, visible character is
supposed to be ignorant of the fact. I n actual life that ignorance is,
unfortunately, but too real. N evertheless, the permanent individuality
is fully aware of the fact , though, through the atrophy of the " spiri
tual " eye in the physical body, that knowledge is unable to impress
itself on the consciousness of the false personality.
The possession of a physical th£rd eye, we are told, was enj oyed by
the men of the Third Root- Race down t o nearly the middle period of
Third SuB -race of the Fourth Root- Race, when the consolidation and
perfection of the h uman frame made it disappear from the outward
anatomy of man. Psychically and spirit ually, however, its mental and
visual perceptions lasted till nearly the end of the Fourth Race, when
its fun ctions, owing to the materiality and depraved condition of man 
kind, died out altogether before the submersion of the bulk of the
Atlantean continent. And now we may return t o the Deluges and their
m any " N oahs."
The student has to bear in mind that there were many such deluges
as that mentioned in Genesis, and three far more i mportant ones, which
will be mentioned and described in the Section devoted to the subject of
pre-historic continents. To avoid erroneous conj ectures, however, with
regard to the claim that the esoteric doctrine has much in it of the
legends contained in the Hindu Scriptures ; that, again, the chronology
of the latter is almost that of the former-only explained and made
clear ; and that finally the belief that '' Vaivasvata Manu "-a generic
name indeed ! -was the N oah of the Aryans and his prototype, all
this, which is also the belief of the Occultists, necessitates at this
j uncture a new explanation. ( Vide Part I I I . " Submerged Continents.")
ennobles our conceptions of what divine immutable Justice ought to b e , instead o f
degrading t h e unknown a n d unknowable Deity b y making i t t h e whimsical, cruel tyrant,
which we call Providence.
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Those who are aware that the " great Flood," which was connected
with the sinking of an entire continent-save what became a few islands
- could not have happened so far back as r 8, ooo,ooo years ago ; and
that Vaivasvata M anu is the Indian N oah connected with the Matsya (or
the fish ) Avatar of Vishnu-may feel perplexed at this discrepancy
between facts stated and the chronology previously given. But there
is no discrepancy in truth. The reader is asked to turn to the
Theosophist of J uly, r 883 , and after studying the article therein, " The
Septenary Principle in Esotericism , " the whole question can be explained
to him. It is in this explanation, I believe, that the Occultists differ
from the Brahmins.
For the benefit of those, ho wever, who may not have " The Theoso
phist " of that month and year to hand, a passage or t wo may now be
quoted from it :
" Wh o was M a n u , t h e son of S wayambh uva ?
that

this

The secret d o ctrine tells u s

M a n u w a s n o m a n , b u t the representation o f the first human races

(Devas) at the beginnin g o f the
(Book I. So) that there are fourteen

evolved with the help of t h e D hyan - C h ohans
fi rst round.

But w e are told in his Laws

Manus for every Kal pa-or interval from creation to creation (read interval fro m

o n e minor ' Pralaya ' to a n o t her*)-and t h at i n t h e present divine
have been as yet
of which

we

seven

M an u s .

age, there

Those who know that there are seven r o u n d s ,

h a v e p assed three , a n d are now i n t h e fourth ; and w h o are

Pralaya-a word already explained-is not a term that applies only to every " Night of
Brah m a , " or the world's dissol ution following every Manvantara, equal to 7 r Maha
yugas. It applies also t o each " obsc uration " as well, and even to every Cataclysm
that puts an end, by Fire or by W ater in turn, to each Root-Race. Pralaya is a term
like that of " Manu "-the generic name for the Sishtas, who, under the appellatiOn of
" King, " are shown in the Purdnas as preserved " with the seed of all things in an ark from
the waters of that flood " (or the fires of a general volcanic conflagration , the commence
ment of which we already see for our Fifth-Race in the terrible earthquakes and erup
tions of these late years, and especially in the present o ne)
which in the
season of a pralaya overspreads the world " (the Earth) . (See Preface , p. lxxxi. , to
Wilson's " Vishnu Purdna.") Time is only a form of ' ' Vishnu "-truly, as Parasara
says in that Purana. In the Hindu Yuga Kal pa, we have the regular descending series
4• 3, 2, with ciphers multiplied as occasion requires for esoteric p urposes, b•Jt not, as
Wilson and other Orientalists though t , for " sectarian embellishments." A Kalpa may
be an age, a " Day " of Brahmll., or a sidereal Kalpa, astronom ical and earthly. Those
calculations are found in all the Puranas, but some differ-as for instance, ' ' the year of
the seven Rishis, 3 .030 mortal years, and the year o f Dhruva, g,ogo in the Linga
Purana, " which are again esoteric, and which do represent actual (secret) chronology .
As said in the Brahmd Vaivarta : " Chronologers compute a Kalpa by the life of
Brahma. llfinor Kalpas, as Samvarta and the rest , are numerous. " " Minor Kalpas "
denote here every period of destruction, as was well understood by Wilson h i m self,
who explains the latter as " those in which the Samvarta wind or other destructi ve
agents operate " ( Vishnu Purdna , p. 54, vol. 1.).
*
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taught that there are seven d awns a n d seven twilights o r fourte e n Man

vantaras ; that at the beginning of every Round and at the end, a n d
and

between

awakening t o

the

real

planets

there is an

awakening to illusive life,

life ; and t h at, m oreover, t h e r e a r e root - M anus, and what w e

h a v e to clumsily tra nslate as the seed - M an us-th e

forthcoming

on,

and a n

seeds for t h e h uman

races

of the

Round (or the Sishtas-the surviving fittest• ; a mystery divulged

only to those who have passed their third degree i n i n itiation)-those who have
learned all that will be better prepared to understand the meaning of the
following.

'Ne are told in the Sacred

Hindu scriptures that the first Manu

produced six other Manus (s e v en primary M anus in all) , a n d these produced in

their turn each seven other M anust

(Bhrigu

latter standing in the o ccult treatises as 7
M anu-the

l2.st

be

is

roo t- M a n u

a

the

one,

sevmth ,

m ust

at

the progenitor
since

globe

A

we

are

and

a

of

I., 6 r -63)-the production of the
7 · Thus it becomes clear that

x

our

on

our

seed

each planetary R o u n d c o m m e n c e s w i t h the

Fourth
fourth

M a nn

at

Round

H umanity

Roun d , t
globe

G.

and

there

J ust

as

appearanc e of a ' R o o t Manu '

(Dhyan Chohan) and closes with a ' Se e d - M anu, ' so a

Root

and a

Seed

M an u

appear respectively at t h e b e g inning a n d t h e termin ation of the human p eriod
on any particular p l a ne t . §
that a

Ma nu-a ntaric

I t will be easily seen from the foregoing statement

period m e ans, as the term implies, the time

between

the

• An intu ition and a presentiment of the Sishtas may be found i n Mr. Sinnet t ' s
" Esoteric Buddhism," Fifth Edition. See in it A nn o tations-the " Noah's Ark Theory "
pp. q6, 147·
t The fact that Manu himself is made to declare that he was created by Viraj , and
that he then produced the ten Praj apatis, who again produced seven Manus, who in
their turn gave birth to seven other Manus (Mantt, I., 33-36} relates to other still earlier
mysteries, and is at the same time a blind with regard to the doctrine of the Septenary
chain, and the simultaneous evolution of seven humanities, or MEN, However, the
present work i s written on the records of Cis-Himalayan Secret Teachings, and
Brahmanical esoteric philosophy may now differ in form as the Kabala does. But
they were identical in hoary antiquity.
t There is another esoteric reason besides this one for it. A Vaivasvata is the seventh
Manu , because this our Round, although the Fourth , is in the preseptenary Man van tara,
and the Round itself is in its seventh stage of materiality or physicality. The close of
its middle racial point occurred during the Fourth Root Race, when man and all nature
reached their lowest state of gross matter. From that time, i.e., from the end of the
three and a half races, humanity and nature entered on the ascending arc of their racial
cycle.
§ The interval that precedes each Yuga is called a Sandhya, composed of as many
hundreds of years as there are thousands in the yuga ; and that wh1ch follows the latter
is named Sandhyamsa, and is of similar duration, we are told in Vishnu Purana . " The
nterval bAt ween the Sandhya and the Sandhyamsa i s the yuga denominated Krita,
Treta, etc . , etc. The (four) Krita, Treta, Dwapara, and Kali constitute a great age, or
aggregate of four ages : a rooo such aggregates are a Day of Brahma ; and 14 Mamts
reign within that term . " Now had we to accept this literally then there would be o n ly
one Manu for every 4, 32o,ooo,ooo of years. As we are taught that it took 3 0 o , o oo , o oo of
years for the two lower kingdoms to evolve, and that our humanity is just r8 and some
odd millions old-where were the other Manus spoken of, unless the allegory mean s
what the esoteric doctrine teaches us about the 14 being each multiplied by 49·
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appearance o f two Manus o r Dhyan Chohans ; a n d hence a minor Manva ntara
is the d uration of the sevm races on any particular planet, and a maj o r man van
tara is the period of one human round alon g the Plan etary chain .
that, as it is said that each of the seven M anus creates 7

x

M oreover,

7 Manus, and that there

are 49 root-races o n the seven planets d uring each Round , then every root-race
has its Manu.

The present seventh Manu is called ' Vaivasvata ' and stands

in the exoteric texts for t hat M anu who represents in India the Babylonian
Xisuthrus and the J e wish Noah.

But in the esoteric books we are told that

Manu Vaivasvata, the progenitor of our

Fifth

race-who saved it from the flood

that nearly extermin ated the Fourth (Atlantis) -is not the seventh Manu, men
tioned in the nomen clature of the Root, or p rimitive - M anus, b u t one of the

49 M anus emanated from this Root - Manu.
" For clearer comprehension we here give the names of the 1 4 Manus in their
respective order and relation to each Round :ISt

R oun d

( 1 st ( Root) M anu on Planet A- Swayambhuva.
·l 1 st (Seed) M anu on Planet G- Swarochi (or) Swarotisha.

znd Round

f
l

3 r d R oun d

-l

z n d (R) M. o n Planet
znd ( S) M. ,
,
,

A- R aivata.
G- Chackchuska.

,
,

A- Vaivasvata (our p rogenitor)
G- Savarna

s t h (R) M . ,
sth (S) M.

,

A- D a ksha Savarna .
G- B rahma Savarna.

6th (R) M .
6th (S) M.

,

( 3rd ( R) M .
3rd (S) M.

,

,
( 4th (R) M . ,
4th R oun d
( 4th (S) M. ,
5 th R oun d
6th R oun d

{
Jl
f

A- U ttama.

G- Thamasa.

,

,
7th (R) M . ,
7 th R oun d
l 7th (S) M. ,

,

A- Dharma S avarna.

,

G- Rudra Sarvarna.

,

G- Bhoutya.

A- Rouchya.

" Vaivasvata, thus, thot:gh seventh in the ord er given, is the primitive Root
Manu of our fourth H uman Wave (the reader must always remember that M a n u
is not a man b u t collective h umanity) , while
seven

Minor

our

Vaivasvata w a s but one of the

M anus, who are made to preside over t h e seven races of this our

planet. Each of these has t o become t h e witness of one of the periodical and ever
recurring cataclysms (by fire and water) that close the cycle of every Root-race.
And it is this Vaivasvata-the H in d u ideal embodiment, called respectively
Xisuthrus, D e u k alion, N o ah and by other n a mes-who is the allegorical m an
who rescued our race, when n e arly the whole population of one hemisphere
perished by water, while the other hemisphere was awakening from its tempo
rary obscuratio n .' ":'

The words " creation, " " dissolution," etc. , do not render correctly the right
meaning of either Manvantara or Pralaya. The Vishnu Purdna enumerates several :
The dissolution of all things is of four kinds, Parasara is made to say :-Naimittikx
(occasional) , when Brahma slumbers (his night, when, " At the end of this day occurs
a re-coalescence of the Universe, called Brahma's contingent re-coalescence," because
Brahma is this universe itself) ; " Prakritika (elemental) , when the return of this
universe to its original nature is partial and physical ; A tyan tika (absolute) , identifica
tion of the embodied with the incorporeal Supreme spirit-Mahatmic state, whether
temporary or until the following Maha Kalpa : also absolute obscuration-as of a whole
*
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Thus i t is shown that there is no real discrepancy in speaking of
the Vaivasvata Manvantara (Manu-antara, lit. " between two Manus ")
I 8 ,ooo,ooo odd years go, when physical, or the truly human man first
appeared in his Fourth Round on this earth ; and of the other V aivasva tas,
e.g. , the Manu of the Great Cosmic or sidereal Flood (a mystery) , or again
the Manu Vaivasvata of the submerged Atlantis, when the racial
Vaivasvata saved the elect of H umanity, the Fifth Race, from utter
destruction . As the several (and quite different) events are purposely
blended in the Vishnu and other Pun1nas in one narrative, there may yet
be a great deal of perplexity left i n the profane reader ' s mind. There
fore, as constant elucidation is needed, we must be forgiven unavoidable
repetrtwns . The blinds which conceal the real mysteries of Esoteric
philosophy are great and puzzling, and even now the last word cannot
be given. The veil, however, may be a little more removed and some
e xplanations, hitherto denied, may now be offered to the earnest
student .
As somebody-Colonel Vans Kennedy, if we do not mistake-re
marked, " the first principle in H indu religious philosophy is Unity in
diversity." I f all thdse Manus and Rishis are called by one generic
name, this is due to the fact that they are one and all the manifested
Energies of one and the same Loco s , the celestial, as well as the terres
trial messengers and permutations of that Principle which is ever in a
state of activity ; conscious during the period of Cosmic evolution,
unconscious (from our point of view) during Cosmic rest , as the Logos
sleepeth in the bosom of T H AT which " sleepeth not , " nor is it ever
awake-for it is SAT or Be-ness, not a Being. It is from IT that i ssues
the great unseen Logos, who evolves all the other logoi, the primeval
MANU who gives being to the other Manus, who emanate the universe
and all in it collectively, and who represent in their aggregate the
manifested Logos.* H ence we learn in the " Commentaries " that while
no Dhyan Chohan, not even the highest , can realise completely " the
condition of the preceding Cosmic evolution, " " the Manus retain a
knowledge of their experiences of all the Cosmic evolutions through
out Eternity." This is very plain : the first Manu is called Swayambhuva,
planetary chain , etc. ; and Nitya (perpetual) Nlahapralaya for the Universe, death-for
man, nitya is the extinction of life, like the extinction of a lamp," also " in sleep at
night. ' ' Nitya Sarga is " constant or perpetual creation, ' ' as Nitya pralaya is " constant
or perpetual destruction of all that is born . " " That which ensues after a minor
dissolution is called ephemeral creation . . . . This is Samyama " (production , existence,
and dissolution) ( Vishnu Purtina , Book I. , ch. vii.) The subject is so difficult that we
are obliged to repeat our statements.
• But see the superb definitions of Parabrahmam and the Logos in Mr: Subba Row's
Lectures on the Bhagavat G itti in the early numbers of the Theosophist of 1 887, Feb . ,
March , April, a n d May.
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" the Self-manifested, " the Son of the unmanifested FATH E R . The Manus
are the creators of the creators of our First Race-the Spirit of man
kind-which does not prevent the seven Manus from having been the
first " pre-Adamic " men on Earth.
Manu declares himself created by Viraj , * or Vaiswanara, (the Spirit
of H umanity) , 1- which means that his Monad emanates from the never
resting Principle in the beginning of every new Cosmic activity : that
L ogos or U N I VE RSAL MoNAD (collective Elohim) that radiates from within
himself all those Cosmic Monads that become the centres of activity
progenitors of the numberless Solar systems as well as of the yet undiffer
entiated human monads of planetary chains as well as of every being
thereon. Each Cosmic Monad is " Swayambhuva, " the S E LF - B O R N ,
which becomes the Centre of Force, from within which emerges a planetary chain
(of which chains there are seven in our system), and whose radiations
become again so many M anus Swayambhuva (a generic name,
mysterious and meaning far more than appears) , each of these
becoming, as a Host, the Creator of his own Humanity. (See " The
Manus and the Manvantaras Explained by a Western Mystic and Mathe
matician.")
As to the question of the four distinct races of mankind that preceded
our Fifth Race, there is nothing mystical in it , except the ethereal
bodies of the first races ; and it is a matter of legendary, nevertheless,
very correct history. That legend is universal. And if the Western
savant pleases to see in it only a myth, it does not make the slightest
difference. The Mexicans had , and still have , the tradition of the four
fold destruction of the world by fire and water, just as the Egyptians
had, and the Hindus have, to this day.
Trying to account for the community of legends in the remote
antiquity-held by Chinese, Chaldean , Egyptians, Indians and Greeks
-and for the absence of any certain vestige of civilization more ancient
than s , ooo years, the author of " Mythical Monsters, " remarks, that " we
must not be surprised if we do not immediately discover the vestiges of
the people of ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand years ago. With an
ephemeral architecture (as in China) , the sites of vast cities may have
become entirely lost to recollection in a few thousands of years from
natural decay . . . and how much more . . . if
minor cataclysms
have intervened, such as local inundations, earthquakes, deposition of
volcanic ashes, the spread of sandy deserts, destruction of life by
.

•

•

.

See preceding foot-note.
Vaiswanara is, i n another sense, the living magnetic fire that
pervades the manifested solar system. It is the most objective ( to u s the reverse) and
ever present aspect of the O N E LIFE, for it is the Vital Principle. (See Theosophist,
July, r 883, p. 249) . It is also a name of A g�ti.
t See Manu I., 32, 33·
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deadly pestilence, by miasma , or by the outpour of sulp h urous fumes."
(" Mythical Monsters," by Ch. Gould, p. 1 3 4 . )
And how many of such cataclysms have changed the whole surface
of the earth may be inferred from this Stanza :
' ' During the first seven crores of the Kalpa (7o,ooo,ooo years) the Earth and
its two Kingdoms ( mineral and vegetable) , one already having achieved its
seventh circle, the other, hardly nascent, are luminous and semi-ethereal, cold, life
less, and translucid. In the eleventh crore':' the mother (Earth) grows opaque,
and in the FO U RT E E N T H t the throes of adolescence take place. These
convulsions of nature (geological changes) last till her twentieth crore of years,
uninterruptedly, after which they become periodical, and at long intervals. "
The last change took place nearly twelve crores of years ago ( 1 2o ,ooo,ooo) .
But the Earth with everything on her face had become cool, hard and settled ages
earlier. (Commentary, xx�i.)
Thus, if we are to believe esoteric teaching, there have been no more
zmiversal geological disturbances and changes for the last 1 20 millions
o f years, and the Earth was, even before that time, ready to receive her
human stock . The appearance o f the l atter, however, in its full
physical development, as already stated, took place only about
eighteen millions of years ago, after the first great failure of n ature to
create beings alone, without the help of the divine " Fashioners, " had
been followed by the successive evolution of the first three races (See above
Stanzas III. et seq.) . The actual duration of the first two and a-half Races
is withheld from all but the higher I nitiates. The H istory of the Races
begins at the separation of the Sexes, when the preceding egg-bearing
androgynous race perished rapidly, and the subsequent sub-races of the
This-in the period of Seconda1y creation, so called. Of the Primary, when Earth
is in possession of the three Elemental Kingdoms, we cannot speak for several reasons,
one of which is, that , unless one is a great seer, or naturally intuitional, he will be
unable to realise that which can never be expressed i n any existing terms.
t H ippocrates said that number seven " By its occult virtues tended to the accom
plishment of all things, to be the dispenser of life and fountain of all its changes."
The life of man he divided into seven ages (Shakespeare) , for " As the moon changes
her phases every seven days, this number influences all sublunary beings," and even
the Earth , as we know. With the child , it is the teeth that appear in the seventh month
and he sheds them at seven years ; at twice seven puberty begins, at three times seven
all our mental and vital powers are developed, at four times seven he is in his full
strength , at five times seven his passions are most developed , etc . , etc. Thus for the
Earth. It is now in its middle age, yet very l ittle wiser for i t . The Tetragrammaton ,
the four-lettered sacred name of the Deity, can be resolved on Earth only by becoming
Septenary through the manifest triangle proceeding from the concealed Tetraktis .
Therefore, t h e number seven has to be adopted on t h i s plane. A s written i n t h e Kabala
'' The greater Holy Assembly " v. I I 6 r :-'' For assuredly there is no stability in those
six, save (what they derive) from the seventh . For all t h ings depend from the SEVENTH . "
*

Theosophical University Press Online Edition

T H E E S O TE R I C M E AN I N G OF " F I S H . "

Third Root- Race appeared as an entirely new race physiologically. It is
this " destruction " which is called allegorically the great " Vaivasvata
Manu Deluge, " when the account shows Vaivasvata Manu (or
" Humanity ") remaining alone on Earth in the Ark of Salvation towed
by Vishnu in the shape of a monstrous fish, and the Seven Rishis " with
him . " The allegory i s very plain :I n the Symbolism of every nation, " the " Deluge " stands for
Chaotic unsettled matter-Chaos itself : and the Vlater for the feminine
principle-the " Great Deep . " ' As the Greek Lexicon of Parkhurst
gives it-" 'Apxl] (ark) answers to the Hebrew rasit, or Wisdom . . . .
and (at the same time) to the emblem of the female generative
power, the A rg or A rea, in which the germ of nature (and
of mankind) floats or broods on the great Abyss of the waters ,
during the interval which takes place after every mundane (or
racial) cycle. ' ' Ark is also the mystic name of the divine spirit of
life which broods over chaos. Now Vishnu is the divine Spirit, as an
abstract principle, and also as the Preserver and Generator, or Giver of life
-the third person of the Trimurti (composed of Brahma, the Creator,
Siva , the Destroyer, and Vishnu, the Preserver) . Vishnu is shown in
the allegory as guiding, under the form of a jish , the Ark of Vaivasvata
M anu clean across the waters of the Flood. There is no use in expatiating
upon the esoteric meaning of the word fish (See Payne Knight, Inman ,
Gerald Massey, etc.) Its theological meaning is phallic, but the meta
physical, divine. J esus is called the " Fish , " and so were Vishnu and
Bacchus : IH�, the " Saviour " of mankind, being but the monogram of
the god Bacchus called IX8T�, the fish . ':' As to the Seven Rishis in the
Ark, they symbolised the seven principles, which became complete in
man only after he had separated , and become a human, and no longer a
divine creature. (See for further details, " The Seventh lvfanu.")
Nor have we many details about the submersion of the continent
inhabited by the Second Root Race. But the history of the Third,
" Lemuria, " is given, as is that of Atlantis, the others being only alluded
to. Lemuria is said to have perished about 7oo,ooo years before the com
mencement of what is now called the Tertiary age (the Eocene) , t and it
is during this Deluge also-an actual geological deluge this time-that
Vaivasvata M anu is again shown as saving mankind (allegorically it is
mankind, or a portion of it, the Fourth Race, which is saved) ; so also he
saves the Fifth Race during the destruction of the last Atlanteans , the
Says St. Augustin of J esus, " For he is a fish that lives in the midst of waters . "
C hristians called t hemselves little fishes-p isciculi-in t heir sacred mysteries. " So
many fishes bred in the water, and saved by one great fish , " says Tertullian of the
Chnstians and Christ and the Church .
*

t " Esoteric

Buddh ism , " p .

55,
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remnants that perished 85o,ooo years ago,':' after which there was no great
submersion until the day of Plato's Atlantis, or Poseidonis, known t o
t h e Egyptians only because it happened i n such relatively recent times.
It is the submersion of the great Atlantis which is the most interesting.
I t is of this cataclysm that the old records (See the " Book of Enoch ")
say that " the ends of the Earth got loose ; " and upon which the legends
and allegories of Vaivasvata, Xisuthrus, Noah, Deukalion and all the
tutti quanti of the Elect saved, have been built. Tradition, taking into
no account the difference between sidereal and geological phenomena,
calls both indifferently " deluges." Yet there is a great difference. The
cataclysm which destroyed the huge continent of which Australia is the
largect relic, was due to a series of subterranean convulsions and the
breaking asunder of the ocean floors. That which put an end to its
successor-the fourth continent-was brought on by successive disturb
ances in the axial rotation. It began during the earliest tertiary
periods, and, continuing for long ages, carried away successively the
last vestige of Atlantis, with the exception, perhaps, of Ceylon and
a small portion of what is now Africa. I t changed the face of the gl obe,
and no memory of its fl ourishing continents and isles, of its civilizations
and sciences, remained in the annals of history, save in the Sacred
records of the East .
H ence, M odern Science denies Atlantis and its existence. I t even
denies any violent shiftings of the Earth' s axis, and would attribute
the reason for the change of climates to other causes. But this
question is still an open one. I f Dr. Croll will have it that all such
alterations can be accounted for by the effects of nutation and the
precession of the equinoxes, there are other men of Science, such as Sir H .
J ames (A thenceum, Aug. 2 5 , r 86o) , and Sir John Lubbock (ibid) , who feel
more inclined to accept the idea that they are due to a change in the
position of the axis of rotation. Against this the m ajority of the
astronomers are again arrayed. But then, what have they not
denied before now, and wh at have they not denounced-only to accept
it later on whenever the hypothesis became undeniable fact ?
How far our figures agree, or rather disagree with modern Science
will be seen further in the A ddenda to this Book , where the geology
and anthropology of our modern day are carefully compared with the
same in Archaic Science. At any rate, the period assigned in the
Secret Doctrine for the sinking of Atlantis, does not seem to disagree
*
This event, the destruction of the famous island of Ruta and the smaller one
Daitya, which occurred Sso,ooo years ago in the later Pliocene times, must not be con

founded with the submersion of the main continent of Atlantis during the M iocene
period . Geologists cannot place the Miocene only so short a way back as Sso,ooo
years ; whatever they do, it is several million years ago that the main Atlantis perished.
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very much with the calculations of Modern Science, which calls
Atlantis " Lemuria ," however, whenever i t accepts such a submerged
continent . With regard to the pre-human period, all that can be said ,
a t present, is, that even up to the appearance of the " Mindless " First
Race, the Earth was not without its inhabitants. M ore may be said :
that which Science-recognizing only physical man has a right to regard
as the prehuman period, may be conceded to have extended from the
First Race down to the first half of the Atlantean race, since it is only
then that man became the " complete organic being he is now." And
this would make A damic man no older than a few million of years . ':'
The author of the Qabbalah remarks truly that " M an to-day, as an
individual, is only a concatenation of the being-hood of precedent human
life," or lives, rather. " Accordin g to the Qabbalah, the soul sparks
contained in Adam ( Rishoun) , went into three principal classes
corresponding to his three sons, viz. : Hesed, H abel, Ge·boor-ah,
Qai-yin and Ra'hmin Seth. These three were divided into 70 species,
called : the principal roots of the human race . " (p. 422. )
" Said Rabbi Jehudah : ' How many garments (of the incorporeal
m an) are these which are crowned ' (from the day man was ' created ') ?
Said R . El'eazar : ' The mountains of the world (the great men of the
generation) are in discussion upon it, but there are three : one to clothe
in that garment the Rua'h spirit , which is in the garden (of Eden) on
earth : one which is more precious than all , in which the Neshamah is
clothed in that Bundle of Life, between the angels of the Kings
:
and one outside garm ent, which exists and does not exist, is seen and
not seen. In that garment, the Nephesh is clothed , and she goes and
flies in it, t o and fro in the world. " (Zohar I . , u g b . col. 475 ;
Qabbalah, 4 1 2 . )
This relates to the races (their " garments," o r degree o f materiality)
and to the three principles of man in their three vehicles.
-

.

.
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* Mr. Huxley divides those races into the quintuple group of Australioids, Negroids,
Mongoloids, Xanthochroics and Melanochroics-all issuing from imaginary Anthro
poids. And yet, while protesting against those who say " that the structural differences
between man and apes are small and insignifican t , ' ' and adding that " every bone of
the gorilla bears a mark by which it can be distinguished from a corresponding human
bone , " and that " in the present state of creation , at least , no intermediary being fills
the gap which separates the man from the troglodyte "-the great anatomist goes on
speaking of the Simian characteristics in Man ! (See de Qua trefages' " The Human

Species," p .

I I J .)
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