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the seve n th zone or seve n th cl ima te,"-ra ther, on the seve n th mea sure 
of hea t: wh ich thus l oca te s  it be twee n the la titude s of 2 4 a nd 2 8  
de grees n orth . It is the n  to be sou gh t  on the sa me de gr ee a s  the Tr opic 
of Ca ncer, whe r ea s  En g la nd is be twee n  th e soth a nd 6 oth de gre es of 

la titude . Wil ford spea ks of it a s  A tala, A tla n tis, the wh ite isla nd . A nd 
in v ol .  v iii. of Journal of A sia tic Re searche s, p. 2 8 o, its enemy is called 
the " Wh ite De vil ," the demon of terror. For he say s: " In the ir (the 
Hindu a nd Mah omeda n )  r oma nce s, w e  see Ka i-cau s g oin g  to the 
mou n ta in of 'As-burj, at the foot of which the Sun se ts, ' to fi gh t  the 
Dev-Sefid, or wh ite dev il ,  the Taradaitya of the Puranas, wh ose a bod e  
wa s on th e seventh stage of the w orld , a n sw er in g  to the seve n th 

zon e of the Buddh ists, or the White I sla nd." 
Now here the Orie n tal ists have be en ,  and are still , fac in g th e 

Sph inx's r iddle , the wron g solu tion of wh ich w ill ever de stroy th eir 
au th or ity ,  if n ot th eir person s, in the eye s of e very Hindu sch olar, e ven 
th ose wh o are n ot in itia te s. For there is n ot a sta te me n t  in the Purana s 
-on th e c on flic tin g de ta il s  of wh ich Wil ford ba sed h is specula tion s
wh ich ha s n ot several mea n in g s, a nd d oe s  n ot a pply to b oth the phy sical 
and th e me ta phy sical world s. If the old Hindu s d iv ided the face of the 
gl obe g eogra ph icall y in to seve n zone s, cl ima tes, dw ipa s, and in to sev en 
hell s a nd seve n heave n s, alle g or ically , tha t  mea sure of seve n did n ot 
apply in b oth ca se s  to the sa me l ocal itie s. It is the n or th pole , th e 
cou n try of " Meru ," wh ic h  is the se ve n th d iv ision , a s  it a n swers to th e 
Sev en th pr inc iple (or f our th me ta phy sically ), of the occul t calcula tion , 
for it repre se n ts the r eg ion of At ma ,  of pure soul , a nd Spiritua lity . 
Hence P ush kara is sh own as the seventh zone , or d wipa , wh ich e nc om
pa sses the Kshira Ocea n ,  or Ocea n of mil k ( the ever-frozen wh ite 
re g ion ) in the Vish n u  (a nd other ) Purana s (Book II. ch. iv.). A nd 
Pu sh kara , with its two Varshas, l ie s  d irec tly a t  the f oot of Meru. For it 
is sa id tha t  "th e tw o c ou n tr ies n or th a nd sou th of Meru are shaped like a 
bow," . .  a nd tha t  " one half of th e surface of the earth is on the sou th 
of Meru a nd the other half on the n or th of Meru-beyond 

which is half of Pushkara" (Vishnu Purana, Asiatic Researches, etc.). 
Ge ogra ph ically , the n ,  Push kara is A merica , Northern a nd Sou ther n ;  
a n d  allegorically it is th e pr ol on ga tion of Ja mbu -d w ipa':' in the middle of 

• Every name in the Puranas has to be examined at least under two aspects ; 
geographically, and metaphysically ,  in its allegorical application; e.g., Nita, the (blue) 
mountain which is one of the boundaries to the north of Meru, is again to be sought 
geographically in a mountain range in Orissa, and again in a mountain quite diff�rent 
from the others (in Western Africa). Jambu-dwipa is Vishnu's dominion-the world, 
l imited in the Puranas to our globe, the region which contains Meru only, and again it 
is divided to contain Bharata-varsha (India), its best division, and the fairest, says 
Parasara. Likewise with Pushkara and all others. 
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which stand s Me ru, for i t  i s  the coun try inhabi ted by be ing s wh o l ive 
ten thou sand year s, who are free from sickne ss or failing ; where the re 
is nei ther vir tue nor vice, ca ste or l aw s, for the se men are " of the same 
nature a s  the God s, " ( Vi shnu Pu ntna, Bo ok II. ch . iv. ) . Wil ford is 
inclined to see Meru in Moun t A tla s, and loca te s  there al so the L ok a
loka s. No w Meru, we are told, which is the Swar-loka, the ab ode of 
Brahm a, of Vi shnu,  and the Olympu s of India n exo teri c religi ons, is 
de scribed geographically as " pa ssing thr ough the middle of the ear th
globe, and pro truding on ei ther side " (S12rya Siddhanta, v. 5, Whitney's 
trans. ) .  On i ts upper sta tion are the god s, o n  the ne ther ( or S ou th p ol e) 
i s  the abode o f  dem on s  (hell s) .  How can then Meru be Mou nt A tl as? 
Be side s which, Taradai tya ,  a demon, canno t be placed on the se ven th 
zo ne i f  the la tter i s  iden tified wi th the " whi te "  Island, wh ich is Sveta
dwipa, for rea son s given in the fo ot-no te .  (Vide infra . )  

\Vil ford accu se s  the modern Brah man s " o f ha vin g jumbled them 
(i slan ds and coun trie s) all toge ther " (A.R. III. 300) ; bu t he jum ble d 
them still more. He belie ve s  tha t a s  the Brahmanda and Vayu Pu n1n as 
divide the old con tinen t in to se ven d wipa s, said to be surr ounded by a 

va st ocean, bey ond which lie the region s and moun ta ins of A tal a (ibid), 
hence " mo st pr obably the Greek s di vided the na tion o f  A tla ntis, whic h, 
a s  i t  could no t be found a fter ha vin g once been di sco vered, they c on
ceived to ha ve been de stroyed by some shock o f  na ture. " 

Finding cer ta in diffic ul tie s in belie ving tha t  the Egyp tian priests, 
P la to, and even Homer, had all buil t their no tion s o f  A tlan ti s  on A tala 
a ne ther regi on loca ted a t  the Sou thern p ole -we pre fer hold ing to the 
sta temen ts gi ven in the secre t book s. \Ve belie ve in the se ven " c on
ti ne nts, " four of which have already lived their day, the fifth stil l 
ex ists, and two are to a ppear in the fu ture. We belie ve tha t  eac h of 
these i s  no t stric tly a con tinen t in the m odern sen se o f  the word, b ut 
tha t  each na me ,  fr om J a mbu do wn to Pu shkara,  • re fer s to the geogr a
phica l na me s  gi ven (i . )  to the dr y lan ds covering the face of the wh ole 
ear th during the per iod of a Roo t-Race, in general ; and (ii . ) to wh at 
re mained o f  the se a fter a geol ogical (race ) Pralaya-as "J ambu, " f or 
in stance : and (iii . ) to tho se locali tie s which will e nter, a fter the fu tur e  
ca tacly sms, in to the for ma tion o f  ne w universal " con tinen ts, "  penin su las, 
or d wipas t-each con ti nen t bein g, in one se nse ,  a grea ter or smal le r  

re gion o f  dry land surrounded with wa ter. Thu s, tha t  wha te ver 

• J ambu, Plaksha, Sal mali, Kusa, Krauncha, Saka, and Pushkara . 
t Such as Saka and Pushkara, for instance, which do not yet exist , but into which 

will enter such lands as some portions of Amenca, of Africa, and Central Asia , with 

the Gobi region . Let us bear in mind that Upadwipas means "root" islands, or the 

dry land in general . 
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"jumb le "  the nome nc la tu re of these may rep rese nt to the p rofa ne ,  
there is none, in fac t, to him who has the key . 

Thus ,  we be lie ve we know that , though two of the Pu n1nic " is la nds " --the 
sixth and seventh" co ntinents" -a re yet to come, neve rthe less the re were , or 
the re are, la nds wh ich w ill en te r  into the co mpos it ion of the f ut ure d ry la nds ,  
of new ea rths whose geog raphical faces will be e nt irely cha ng ed ,  as we re 
those of the past. The refo re we fi nd in the Pu n1nas tha t  S aka -d wipa 
is (or wi ll be) a con tine nt, a nd tha t Sa nkha -dw ipa , as shown in the 
Vayu Pu rana,  is o nly "a m ino r isla nd," o ne of the nine d ivis ions (to 
which Vayu adds s ix mo re) of Bha rata Va rsha. Beca use Sa nkha -d wipa 
was peopled by "M lechchhas (unclea n fore igne rs) , who wo rsh ipped 
Hin du d ivini ties ," the refo re they we re co nnected with India.':' This 
accou nts f or Sa nkhas ura ,  a King of a po rt io n  of Sa nkha -dw ipa, who was 
kil le d by Kr ish na ;  that King who res ided i n  the palace " wh ich was an 

ocea n she ll, a nd whose s ub jects li ved i n  shells also ,"  says Wilford . 
" On the ba nks of the Nile t (?) there we re freq uent con tests be

tween the De vatas (d ivine b eings, d emi-gods) a nd the Da ityas (g ian ts) ; 
but the latte r tr ibe ha ving preva iled, the ir King, Sankhas ura , who 
resided i n  the Ocea n, made freq uent inc urs ions i n  the night " (A s .  Res., 
Vol. I I I . 225.) 

It is no t o n  the ba nks of the Nile , b ut o n  the coasts of Western Afr ica , 
s outh of whe re now lies Mo rocco, that the se battles took place. There was 

a time whe n  the who le of the Saha ra dese rt was a sea, th en a co nt ine nt as 
fe rt ile as the De lta ,  a nd the n, o nly af te r a no the r te mpora ry s ub me rs io n, it 
beca me a dese rt s imila r to t hat o ther wilderness, the de se rt of Sha mo or 
Gobi .  Th is is show n in P ur an ic trad ition , fo r on the sa me pa ge a s  above 
cited, it is sa id : " The peo ple we re be twe en t wo fi res ; for ,  whi le 
Sa nkhas ura w as ra vag ing o ne s ide of the co nt ine nt , K ra un cha (o r 
C racacha) , Ki ng of Kra unch , used to de so la te the o ther ; bo th ar mies . . . 
thus changed the most fertile regions into a savage desert ." 

That not o nly the las t isla nd of At lan tis ,  spoke n of by P la to ,  but a 
la rge co ntine nt, first di vided , a nd the n broke n la te r  on in to seve n 
pe nins ulas a nd isla nds (ca lled dwipas) , prec eded E urope, i s  s ure. It 
cove red the who le of th e North and So uth Atlant ic regions, a s  we ll as 
portio ns of the No rth a nd South Pac ific,  a nd had is la nds eve n i n  the 
In dian Ocea n ( re lics of Le mu ria) .  The cla im is cor ro bo rated by 
In dia n Pur anas, G ree k wr ite rs ,  a nd Asiat ic , Pe rsia n , a nd Maho mmeda n 
tra ditio ns .  Wilford , who co nf uses sorel y the H ind u and the M us su l
man lege nds,  sho ws this, ho we ve r, c lea rly . (See Vol. VIII . ,  X. and XI. of 

* They were called demons, Asuras, giants, and monsters, because of their wicked
ness; and thus their country was l ikened to A tala-a hell ,  because of that. 

t Not on the river Nile, surely, but near the Nita mountains of the Atlas range. 
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A siatic Researches.) A nd h is f ac ts and qu otati on s  from the Purdnas g ive 
direct and c onclu sive evide nce th at the Ary an Hindu s and other 
ancie nt n ati on s  were e arlier n av ig at or s  th an the Ph renici an s, wh o are 
n ow c red ited with h av in g  bee n  the fir st sea me n  th at a ppeared in the 

post -diluvi an ti me s. Thi s i s  wh at i s  give n in t he Journal of the A si atic 
Soc iety , III., pp. 32 5, et seq.:-

" In the ir d istre s s  the few n ati on s  wh o sur vived (i n the w ar be twee n 
Dev atas and D aity as) r aised their h and s to Bh ag av an ,  ' Let hi m wh o 
c an deliver u s  . . .  be our Kin g '; u sin g the w ord I'T ( a  magic ter m  n ot 
u nderst ood by Wilf ord , evide ntly) which re -ech oed thr ou gh the wh ole 
c ou n tr y. " 

Then c ome s a vi ole nt stor m, the w ate rs of the Kali are str an gely 
agi tated, "whe n there appeared fr om the w ave s . .  a man , after ward s 
c alled I 'T,  at the he ad of a nu mer ou s  army , sayi n g  abhayan , n o  fear" . . .  
and sc attered the e ne my .  " The Ki n g  I'T," ex pl ain s Wil ford , "i s a sub or 
din ate inc arn ati on of M'rir a" (Mrida, a f or m  of Rudr a, pr ob ably ?) 
wh o "re -e stabl ished pe ace and pr osper ity thr ou gh ou t  all Sank ha-dwi pa, 

through Barbaradesa, Hi ssa st'h an a nd Aw asth an or Ar abi a . .  " etc . ,  etc . 
Surely , if the Hi ndu Pu n1na s give a de scri pti on of w ar s  on c onti ne nt s 

and i sl and s si tu ated bey ond We ster n Afric a i n  the Atl antic Ocea n ; i f  
their wri ter s spe ak of Barbaras and other pe ople such as  Ar ab s-they 
wh o were never k n ow n  t o  n avi g ate , or cr oss the Kala pani (the blac k 
water s of the Oce an ) in the d ay s  of Ph renic ian n avi g ation -the n their 
Pu nin as mu st be older th an th ose Ph renic ian s ( pl aced at fr om 2 , ooo to 
J, ooo ye ar s  B .C . ). A t  any rate th ose traditi on s must h ave bee n older ;" 
as-

" In the ab ove acc ou nt s," wr ite s an ade pt, "the Hi ndu s spe ak of this 
isl and as existing and in gre at power; it mu st, there fore , h ave bee n  more 
th an eleven thousand years ago." 

But an other c alcu lati on and pr oof may be adduced of the gre at 
antiquity of the se Hindu Ary an s wh o kne w o f  (bec au se they ha d once 
d wel t i n  it ) and de scribed the l ast surviv in g isl and of A tl an ti s-or r athe r  
of th at re mn an t  of the E astern por tion of th at c on ti ne n t  which h ad 

*Says Wilford of the division of Atlantis and Bharata or India, confusing the 
two accounts and Priyavrata with Medhatithi :-"The division was made by Priyavrata, 
• . . He had ten sons, and it was his intention to divide the whole world. In the 
same manner Neptune divided Atlantis between his ten sons. . . . One of them 
had . . .  the extremity of the Atlantis "-which " is probably the old continent.  . . • 
This Atlantis was overwhelmed by a flood • . • .  and it seems that by Atlantis we should 

understand the Antediluvian Earth over which ten princes were born to rule according to 
the mythology of the West (and of the East, also) but seven only of them sat upon the 
throne." (Vol. Ill. p. 286.} . . Some also are of opinion that of the seven dwipas si"' 
were destroyed by a flood (Vol. VIII. p. 367). Wilford takes it to be "Gades which 
included Spain," but it was Plato's island-rather, 
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per ish ed soon af ter the uphe av al of the tw o Americ as':'-the tw o 
Var sh as of Pu shk ar a. Thi s  m ay be dem on str ated , m ore over , on an 
astr on om ical calcula ti on b y  an adep t wh o cr itici se s  Wilf or d. For re 
calling wha t the Orien tali st ha d br ough t f orw ar d  c oncerning the Moun t 
Ash bur j  "a t the f oot of whi ch the sun se ts," where wa s the war be tween 
the Deva tas and the Dai tya s, t he sa ys:-

"We will c on sider , then, the l ati tu de an d l ong itude of the lost 
i sland, and of the remain in g  Moun t Ash bur j. It wa s on the seven th 
stage of the w orld, i .e . , in the seven th cl ima te (which i s  be tween the 
la ti tude of 2 4 degree s and la ti tude 2 8  degree s n or th) . . . Thi s i sl an d, 
the daugh ter of the Oce an ,  is frequen tl y  de scribed a s  lying in the 
We st; and the sun i s  repre sen ted as se tting a t  the f oot of i ts m oun tain 
(A shbur j, A tla s, Teneriffe or Nila , n o  ma tter the name ), and figh tin g  
the whi te Devil of the 'Whi te Island . '  " 

Now, con sidering th is sta temen t fr om its a str on omic al a spe ct, an d 
kn owing tha t  Kri shna i s  the incarna te d  Sun (Vi shnu) , a solar G od ;  
and tha t  he i s  sa id to have ki lle d Dev -Se fid, the whi te gian t-a possible 
per sonifica ti on of the anc ien t inhabi tan ts at the f oot of the A tla s
per chan ce Kri shna ma y be onl y  a repre sen ta tion of the ver tical bea ms 
of the Sun ?  Th ose inhabi tan ts (the A tlan tide s) are , we have seen ,  
accu sed by Di od oru s  of daily cursing the Sun, and ever fi gh ting h is 
in fluen ce.  Thi s i s  an a str on omical in ter pre ta ti on of cour se .  Bu t it 
will n ow be pr oved tha t  Sankha sura , and San cha d wipa , and a ll their 
hi story , i s  al so ge ographi call y and e thn ol ogi cally Pla to's "A tlan ti s" in 
Hindu dre ss. 

It wa s ju st remarked tha t  since , in the Pu n1nic a cc oun ts, the i sland 
is still existing, then th ose acc oun ts mu st be older th an the I r,ooo year s 
el ap sed since Sancha dw ipa, or the Po seid oni s of A tlan ti s, di sappeare d. 
Is i t  no t barely p ossible th at Hindu s sh ould have kn own the i sla nd stil l 
earlier ? Le t u s  turn again to a str on omi cal dem on stra tion s, which make 
thi s  qui te p lain if one a ssume s, a ccording to the said adep t, tha t  " a t 
the time when the summer tr opical 'colure ' pa ssed thr ough the Pleiades, 
when cor-Leonis w ould be up on the equa tor ; and when Le o was vertical 
to Cey lon a t  sun se t, then w ou ld Taurus be ver tical to the i sla nd of 
Atlantis at noon ." 

Thi s  e xpla in s, perhap s, wh y the Singhale se , the heir s of the 

* America, the " new " world-is thus, though not much, older; still it is older than 
Europe, the" old world.'' 

t If Div or Dev-Sefid's (the Taradaitya's) abode was on the seventh stage, it is because 
he came from Pushkara, the Patdla (antipodes) of India, or from America. The latter 
touched the walls, so to say, of Atlantis, before the latter sank finally. The word 
Patala, meaning both the antipodal countries and infernal regions, thus became 
synonymous in ideas and attributes as well as in name. 

Theosophical University Press Online Edition



THE SECRET DOCTRINE, 

Raksha sas and G ian ts of Lanka , and the d irec t de scendan ts of Singha, 
or Leo, became c onnec ted w ith Sancha dw ipa or P oseid oni s (Pla to's 
Atlan ti s) .  Only , a s  sh own by Mackey 's "Sphinxiad," th is mu st ha ve 
occurred a bou t 23,000 year s ag o, astronomically; a t  which time th e 
obl iqui ty of the ecl ip tic mu st have been ra ther m ore than 27 degree s, 
and c on se quen tly Tauru s mus t  ha ve pa sse d over " Atlan tis" or " Sa nch a 
dw ipa ." And tha t  i t  wa s so is clearly dem on stra ted. 

"The sacred bull Nandi was brought from Bharata to Sancha to meet Rishabha 

(Taur us) every Kalpa. But when those of the White Island (wh o de scende d 
or iginally fr om Sve ta d wipa)/ who had mixed with the Daityas (g ian ts) of 

the land of iniquity, had become black with Sin,  then Nandi remained for 

ever in the " White Island " ( or Sve ta dw ipa. )  " Those of the Fourth 

World (race ) lost AUM "-say the Commentaries . 

Asbur j (or Azbur j), whe ther the peak of Teneriffe or n ot, wa s a 
v olcan o, when the sink ing of the "we stern Ata la " ( or hell) began , an d 
th ose wh o were saved told the tale to the ir ch ildren. Pla to's Atlan tis 
per ished be tween wa ter bel ow and :fire a bove ;  the grea t m oun ta in 
v om iting flame s a ll the wh ile. " The ' :fire-v om iting Mon ster ' surv ived 
a lone ou t of the ru ins of the unf or tuna te island . "  

Do the Greek s, accu se d  of borr owing a Hin du :fic tion (Atala) , an d 
inven ting fr om i t  an other (Atlan ti s), stand als o accu sed of ge tting thei r 
ge ograph ical n otion s and the num ber se ven fr om them ? (Vide in Par t  II. 
the se veral sec tion s on the SEPTENATE in na ture.) 

" The fam ou s  Atlan tis e xis ts n o  l onger , bu t we can hard ly d ou bt tha t  
it d id once ," say s  Pr oclu s, " f or Marcellu s, w ho wr ote a hi story of 
Eth iopian affa ir s, say s  tha t  such , and so grea t an i sland once e xisted , 
and th is is ev idenced by th ose wh o c omp osed h istor ie s rela tive to th e 
e xternal sea .  For they relate that in this time there were seven islands in th e 
Atlan tic sea sacred to Pr oserp ine ; an d be side s the se ,  three of immen se 
magni tude , sacred to Pl uto Jup iter and Nep tune . 
And ,  be side s th is, the inha bitan ts of the la st island (P ose id onis) 
preserved the memory of the prodigious magnitude of the Atlan tic island a s  
rela ted by their ances tor s, and of its g overn ing f or many per iod s  al l th e 
island s in the Atlan tic sea .  Fr om thi s  isle one may pa ss to other larg e 

• Neither Atlantis, nor yet Sancha dwipa, was ever called " White Island." 
When tradit ion says that ''the White Island became black on account of the sins of 
people" it  only means the denizens of the " White Island," or Siddhapura, or Sveta 
dwipa, who descended to the Atlantis of the Third and Fourth races, to "inform the 
latter; and who, having incarnated, became black with sin "-a figure of speech. All 
the Avatars of Vishnu are said to come originally from the White Island, According 
to Tibetan tradition the White Island is the only locality which escapes the general 
fate of other dwipas and can be destroyed by neither fire nor water, for--it is the 
''eternal land. " 
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islands bey ond , wh ich ar e n ot far fr om the firm land , n ear wh ich i s  
the tr ue sea . " 

"The se seven dwipa s (ina ccura tely rendered island s) cons titu te , 
accord ing to Mar cellu s, the body of the fam ou s  Atlan tis," wr ite s  W ilf ord 
h im se lf . . . .  "This e viden tly sh ow s  tha t  Atlantis is the old continent . . . .  
The A tlan tis was des tr oyed af ter a vi olen t storm (?) : th is is well kn own 
to the P unini cs, some of wh om a sser t  tha t  in con sequen ce of th is dread 
ful convuls ion of na ture , si x of the d wipa s d isappeared " . . . (xi . ,  27). 

En ough pr oofs have n ow been given to 5a tisfy the grea te st s cep tic . 
Never thele ss, d ire ct pr oofs based on e xa ct scien ce are al so added . 
Volum es migh t be wri tten , h owever , to no purp ose f or th ose wh o will 
ne ither see n or hear , e xcep t  thr ough the eye s and ear s of thei r 
re spe ctive au th ori tie s. 

Hen ce the tea ching of the Roman Ca th ol ic sch olia sts, na mely , tha t 
Her mon , the moun t in the land of Mizpe th -mean ing " ana the ma ," 
" des tru ction " -is the same as Moun t Arm on . As a pr oof of th is, 
Jose phu s  i s  often qu oted , as affir ming tha t  still in h is own da y en orm ou s  
bone s of g ian ts were da ily dis covered on i t. Bu t i t  was the land of 
Bala am the pr ophe t, wh om the " L ord l oved well " ; and so mi xed up 
are fa cts an d pers onages in the sa id sch ol ias ts '  brains , tha t, when the 
Z ohar e xplain s the "birds " whi ch inspired Ba laam to mean "Serpen ts ," 
to w it, the w ise men and adep ts a t  wh os e  sch ool he had learn t the 
my steries of pr ophe cy -the opp or tun ity is again taken of sh ow ing 
Moun t Her mon inhabited by the " w inged drag ons of Evil , wh ose ch ief 
i s  Samael " ( the Jewi sh Sa tan ). 

" It is to th ose un clean sp iri ts cha ined on Moun t Herm on of the 
De ser t, tha t  the scape -g oa t  of Israel , wh o a ssum ed the name of one of 
the m  (Aza z(y)el) , wa s sen t " (Spencer) . 

We say i t  i s  n ot s o. T he Z ohar ha s the f oll owing e xplana tion on 
the pra ctice of magi c whi ch is called in Hebrew Nehhaschim, or the 
"Serpen ts '  W ork s. " It sa ys (Part III. col. 302) :-"It is called neh 
haschim , be cau se the mag ician s (pra cti cal Kabal ists) w ork surrounded by 
the light of the primordial serpent, wh ich they per ce ive in heaven as a 
lu min ous zone comp ose d of myriads of small star s" . . .  whi ch means 
si mpl y the astral light, so called by the Mar tinis ts, by El ipha s L ev i, and 
n ow by all the m odern O ccul ti sts. ( Vide Se cti ons ab ou t. ) 

THE " C U R SE" FROM A P HILOSOPHICAL PO I N T  OF VIEW. 

The f oreg oing tea ch ings of the SECRET DocTRINE, supplemen te d  
by un iver sal trad ition s, mu st n ow have dem on stra ted th at the 
B n1h mana s and Pu n1na s, the Y ath as and other Ma zdean S crip ture s, 
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down to the Egyp tia n, Greek , a nd Roman, and fi nall y  to  the Jew ish 
Sa cred re cord s, all have the same or igin . None are mean ingle ss and 
ba sele ss stor ie s, inve nted to en trap the u nw ary profa ne :  all are 
alleg orie s  in te nded to convey , under a m ore or le ss fa nta sti c  ve il ,  the 
grea t tru ths ga thered i n  the same field of pre -hi stori c tradi tion. Spa ce 
f orb id s  u s  fr om e nter ing , in the se tw o v olume s, into fur ther a nd m ore 
m inute de tail s wi th re spe ct to the f our Ra ce s w hi ch pre ceded our ow n. 
Bu t bef or e  offer ing to the stude nt the h istory of the p sy chi c a nd sp ir itual 
e volu ti on of the dire ct an ted iluvian fa ther s of our Fif th (Aryan ) humani ty, 
a nd bef ore de mon str ating its hear ing up on all the other side bran che s  
gr ow n  fr om the same trunk , we have to el ucida te a few m ore fa cts. It 
ha s bee n sh ow n, on the ev ide nce of the who le a ncie nt l iterary w orld , 
a nd the intu itional spe cula tions of mo re tha n one ph il osop her a nd 
scie nti st of the la ter age s, tha t  the te ne ts of our E soter ic Doctri ne are 
corrobora ted by i nferen tia l a s  well a s  b y  dire ct pr oof in alm ost every ca se . 
T ha t  ne ither the "legendary " gian ts, nor the lo st co nti nen ts, nor ye t 
the evolu tion of the pre ced ing ra ce s, are qu ite b asele ss tale s. In the 
Addenda w hich cl ose th is v olume, scien ce w ill find itself m ore than 
once unable to reply ; the y will , it is h oped , finally d isp ose of e ver y 
scep ti cal remark w ith regard to the sa cred number in na ture , a nd our 
figure s in ge neral . (Vide � § on the Septenaries . )  

Mea nwhile, one ta sk i s  lef t incomple te :  tha t  of d isp osing of tha t 
m ost per niciou s of all the the ol ogi cal d ogma s-the C U R S E  u nder whi ch 
mank ind is alleged to have suffered ever si nce the supp osed d isobe 
d ie nce of Adam a nd Eve i n  the bower of Ede n. 

Crea ti ve p ower s i n  ma n were the gif t of d iv ine w isd om, not the re sul t 
of sin .  T his is clearly in stan ced i n  the parad oxi cal beh avi our of 

Jeh ovah , wh o fir st curses Ada m a nd Eve ( or Huma nity) for the supp osed 
c omm itted cr ime , a nd the n blesses hi s "cho se n pe ople " by say ing "Be 
fru itful and mul tip ly , a nd reple nish the ear th" (Gen. ix . r ) . The cur se 
wa s n ot br oug ht on ma nk ind by the Four th Ra ce, f or the co mpara
tively si nle ss Th ird Ra ce ,  the still m ore gigan tic An ted iluvia ns, had 
per ished in the same way ; he nce the Del uge wa s n o  pu nishme nt, b ut 
simply a re su lt of a per iodi cal and ge olog ical law. Nor wa s the cur se 
of KARMA called d ow n  up on them f or seeki ng natural u ni on,  a s  all the 

m indle ss a nimal -w orld doe s  in its pr oper sea sons ; bu t, f or abu sing the 
crea tive p ower , f or de se cra ting the d ivi ne gif t, and wa sti ng the life -e ssen ce 
for n o  purpo se e xcep t  be stial per sonal gra tifi ca tion. W he n  u nder stood , 
the th ird chap ter of Ge nesis w ill be fou nd to refer to the Adam 
a nd Eve of the cl osi ng Th ird a nd the com men cing Four th Ra ce s. In 
the begi nning , concep tion wa s a s  ea sy f or w oma n a s  i t  wa s f or all animal 
crea tion. Na ture had never i ntended tha t  w oma n sh ould br ing f or th 
her you ng one s  "in sorr ow ." Si nce tha t  per iod ,  h owever , dur ing the 
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ev olu ti on of th e Fou rth Race, ther e c ame enmi ty b etw een its see d, an d 
th e "Ser pen t's" seed, th e seed or produc t of Karma an d divine wi sdom . 
For th e seed of w om an or lu st, bruised the head of th e see d  of the fruit of 
wisdom and knowledge, b y  tu rning the h ol y  m yster y of proc re ati on in to 
anim al g ratific ation; h enc e th e l aw of Karma "b rui sed th e heel " of the 
Atl an te an r ace , b y  g radu all y ch ang ing physiol og ic all y, m orall y, 
ph ysic all y, an d m en tall y, th e wh ol e  n atur e  of the Four th Race of 
mankin d,* un til ,  fr om th e h eal th y  King of anim al c re ati on of the Thir d 
Race , m an b ec am e  in th e Fif th , our r ace , a h el ple ss, scr oful ou s  bein g, 
an d h as n ow bec ome the weal th ie st h eir on th e gl obe to c on stitu tion al 
an d h ere di tary di sea ses, the m ost c on sc iou sl y an d in tel li gen tl y  be sti al 
of all anim al s  ! t 

Thi s  i s  th e r eal C U RSE f rom the ph ysiol og ic al stan dpoin t, alm ost th e 
onl y  one touc hed u pon in th e Kab al istic e soter ici sm. View ed fr om thi s  
aspec t, the cu rse is un den iable , f or it is ev iden t. The in tel lec tual 
ev olu tion ,  in its pr og ress h an d-in -han d wi th the ph ysical , ha s cer tainl y 
be en a cur se in ste ad of a ble ssing -a gif t quic kene d b y  the " Lor ds of 
Wi sdom," w ho h ave poure d on the hu man manas the fre sh de w of their 
own spir it an d essence . The divi ne Titan ha s then suffe re d in vain ; 
an d one feel s incline d to regre t h is benef ac ti on to m ankin d, an d sigh 
f or th ose da ys so gr aph ic all y  depic ted b y  .!Esch ylu s, in hi s "Pr ome theu s 
B oun d,"  when , at the cl ose of the fir st Titan ic age (the age th at f ol 
lowe d th at of eth ereal man , of the piou s Kan du an d Pra ml och a) ,  
n ascen t, ph ysi cal mankin d, still min dle ss an d ( ph ysiol ogica ll y) sen sele ss, 
is de scri be d  a s-

" Seeing, they saw in vain; 
Hearing, they heard not; but like shapes in dreams, 
Through the long time all things at random mixed." 

Our Saviours, th e Agni shw atta an d other divine " Son s of the Fla me 
of W isdom " (per son ifie d  b y  the Greek s in Pr ome theu s n, ma y wel l, in 

* How wise and grand, how far-seeing and morally beneficent are the laws of Manu 
on connubial life, when compared with the l icence tacitly allowed to man in civilized 
countries. That those laws have been neglected for the last two millenniums does not 
prevent us from admiring their forethought .  The Brahmin was a grihasta, a family 
man, till a certain period of his life ,  when, after begetting a son, he broke with married 
life and became a chaste Yogi. His very connubial life was regulated by his Brahmin 
astrologer in accordance with his nature. Therefore, in such countries as the Punjab, 
for instance, where the lethal influence of Mussulman, and later on of European, 
licentiousness, has hardly touched the orthodox Aryan castes , one still finds the finest 
men-so far as stature and physical strength go-on the whole globe ; whereas the 
mighty men of old have found themselves replaced in the Deccan, and especially in 
Bengal,  by men whose generation becomes with every century (and almost with every 
year) dwarfed and weakened. 

t Diseases and over-population are facts that can never be denied. 
t In Mrs. Anna Swanwick's volumes, " The Dramas of 1Eschylus , "  it is  said of 

" Prometheus Bound" (Vol . II . , pp. r46, r47), that Prometheus truly appears in it" as 
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the in ju stice of the human hear t, be lef t unrec og ni zed an d un thanke d. 
The y m ay, in our igno rance of the tru th ,  be in dire ctly cur se d  for 
Pan dor a' s  g if t  : bu t to fin d them sel ve s  pro cla ime d an d de clare d by the 
mou th of the clergy, the EVIL  O N E S ,  i s  to o heavy a Kar ma for "Him " 
"who dare d alone " -when Zeus " ar den tly desire d" to quen ch the 
entire hum an race -to save " tha t m or tal race " fr om per di tion ,  or , a s  
the su ffe ring Ti tan i s  ma de to say :-

" From sinking blasted down to Hades' gloom. 
For this by the dire tortures I am bent, 
Grievous to suffer, piteous to behold, 
I who did mortals pity! . .. .  " 

The ch oru s remarking very per tinen tl y  :-
,,Vast boon was this thou gavest unto mortals 

Pr ome theu s an swer s : -
"Yea, and besides 'twas I that gave them fire, 

CHORUS: Have now these short-lived creatures flame-eyed fire? 
PROM.: Ay, and by it full many arts will learn . . . . .  " 

Bu t, wi th the ar ts, the fire rece ive d ha s turne d in to the grea tes t curse : 
the animal eleme nt, an d consciousness of its po sse ssion, ha s change d perio d

ic al in stinc t in to c hroni c animalism a nd sensuali ty.* It is th is wh ich 
hang s over hu ma ni ty like a heav y funereal pall . Thus arise s th e 
respon sibili ty of free - w ill ; the Ti tanic pa ssions whi ch repre se nt 
humani ty in i ts darkes t aspec t ; "the res tles s insa tiabili ty of the lowe r 
pa ssi on s an d de sires , when , w ith self -asser ting ins olence, they b id 
defiance to the res train ts of law ." t 

Pr ome theu s hav ing en dowe d man, ac cor ding to Pla to 's " Pr otagora s," 
wi th tha t  " wi sdom w hi ch mi nis ter s to ph ysical well -being," bu t the 
lower a spec t of manas of the animal (Kama) havin g remaine d unc ha nge d, 

the champion and benefactor of mankind, whose condition . . . .  is depicted as weak 
and miserable in the extreme. . . . Zeus, it is said, proposed to annihilate these 
puny ephemerals, and to plant upon the earth a new race in their stead."  \Ve see the 
Lords of Being doing likewise, and exterminating the first product of nature and the 
sea, in the Stanzas (V, et seq.). . . . Prometheus represents himself as having frus
trated this design, and as being consequently subjected, for the sake of mortals, to the 
most agonising pain, inflicted by the remorseless cruelty of Zeus. We have, thus, the 
Titan, the symbol of finite reason and free will (of intellectual humanity, or the higher 
aspect of Manas), depicted as the sublime philanthropist, while Zeus, the supreme deity of 
Hellas, is portrayed as the cruel and obdurate despot ,  a character peculiarly revolting 
to Athenian sentiment ."  The reason for it is explained further on. The " Supreme 
Deity" bears, in  every ancient Pantheon-including that of the Jews-a dual character, 
composed of light and shadow. 

• The animal world, having simple instinct to guide it, has its seasons of procreation, 
and the sexes become neutralized during the rest of the year. Therefore, the free 
animal knows sickness but once in its life-before it dies. 

t Introduction to "Prometheus Bound," p. 152. 
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instead of "a n u nta in ted m ind , hea ven 's fir st g if t., (lEsc hylu s) , th e re 
wa s cr eated the eternal vul tur e of the ever un sa tisfi ed d esir e, of re g re t  
and despa ir c oupl ed w ith " the dr eaml ik e  f eebl eness tha t fetter s th e 
bl ind rac e of m or tal s" (p. 556), un to the da y w hen Pr om e theu s is 

rel ea sed by his hea ven-app oin ted deli verer , Herakl es. 
Now Chr istia ns-Roma n Ca thol ic s  e sp ec iall y-have tr ie d to pro

pheticall y c onn ec t this drama w ith the c om ing of C hr ist. No gr eate r 
mistak e c ould be mad e. The tru e  theosop hist, the pur su er of divine 
w isd om a nd w or shipp er of ABSOLUTE p erf ec tion -the unkn own de ity 
w hic h is n either Zeu s nor Jehova h-w ill demur to suc han idea . Point
ing to an tiqu ity he w ill pr ove tha t ther e n ever w as an original sin , but 
onl y an abu se of p hysical in tell ig enc e-the p syc hic bein g gu id ed by th e 
a nimal , and both pu tting ou t the l ig ht of the sp iri tual . He w ill sa y, " All ye 
w ho ca n r ead betw een the l ines, stud y anc ient w isd om in the old drama s
the Indian a nd the Gr eek ;  r ead car ef ull y the on e ju st m entioned , on e 
enac ted on the theatr es of Athens 2,400 year s a go, nam el y  'Pr om etheu s 
B ou nd. '" T he myth bel ong s to n either Hesiod nor lEsc hylu s; bu t, as 
Bu nsen sa ys, i t  " is old er than the Hell en es them sel ves," f or it bel on g s, 
in tr uth, to the dawn of huma n c on sc iou sness. T he Crucified Titan is 
the p er sonifi ed symb ol of the c oll ec tive Log os, the " Host," an d of the 
"Lord s of vVi sd om " or the HEAVENLY MAN, who i ncarna ted in 
Hum ani ty. Mor eover , a s  hi s nam e Pro-me-theus, m ean ing " h e  w ho 
sees bef or e hi m " or fu turi ty, show s*-in the ar ts he d evised a nd tau ght 
to humanity, p syc hol og ical insig ht wa s not the l ea st. For as h e  
c ompla ins to the dau g hter s of Oc ean os : -

" Of prophecies the various modes I fixed, 
And among dreams did first discriminate 
The truthful vision ... and mortals guided 
To a mysterious art ......... . .. .. . 
All arts to mortals from Prometheus came .. 

• From rrpb 11-fins, "forethought." " Professor Kuhn," we are told in the above
named volumes of" The Dramas of JEschylus," " considers the name of the Titan to 
be derived from the Sanskrit word Pramantha, the instrument used for kindling fire. 
The root mand or manth, implies roto.tory motion, and the word manthami (used to 
denot� the process of fire kindling) acquired the secondary sense of snatching away ; 
hence we find another word of the same stock , pramatha , signifying theft ." This is 
very ingenious, but perhaps not altogether correct ; bes1des, there is a very prosiac 
element in it .  No doubt in physical nature, the higher forms may develop from the 
lower ones, but it is  hardly so in the world of thought. And as we are told that the word 
manthami passed into the Greek language and became the word manthano, to learn ; 
that is to say , to appropriate knowledge; whence prometheia, fore-knowledge, fore
thought; we may find, in searching, a more poetical origin for the '' fire bringer" than 
that displayed in its Sanskrit origin. The Svastica, the sacred sign and the instrument for 
kindling sacred fire , may explain it better. " Prometheus, the fire-bringer, is the 
Pranzantha personified," goes on the author; " he finds his prototype in the Aryan 
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Leaving f or a few page s the m ain su bjec t, le t u s  p au se an d see wha t 
may be the hi dden mean ing of th is, the m ost anc ie nt a s  it is the m ost 
sugge stive of tr adition al al leg or ie s. As it re la te s  direc tly to the ear ly 
r ace s, thi s  w il l  be n o  real digre ssion . 

The su bjec t of lEsch ylu s' drama ( the tril ogy is lost) is kn own to all 
cu lture d re ader s. The dem i-g od r obs the g ods ( the Eloh im) of the ir 
secre t-the m ystery of the creative fire.  For th is sacri leg iou s  attemp t he 
i s  struck down by KRONOS ':' an d del ivere d un to Zeu s, the FATHER and 
crea tor of a mank in d  wh ich he w oul d w ish to have blin d in 
tellec tually , and an imal -like ; a personal de ity , wh ich w il l  n ot see MAN 

" like one of u s. "  Hence Pr ome theu s, "the fire an d l igh t-g iver , "  is 
chained on Moun t Cauc asu s an d c on demne d to suffer tor ture . B ut 
the tr if orm Fa te s (Karm a) ,  wh ose decree s, as the Titan say s, eve n 
Zeu s:-

" E'en he the fore-ordained cannot escape . . . " 

-ordai n tha t  th ose suffer ing s w ill la st on ly to tha t  day when a son 
of Ze us-

-i s born . 
Humani ty) 

" Ay, a son bearing stronger than his sire" (787) 

" One of thine (Io's) own descendants it must be . . . " (791) 
Th is "Son " w ill del iver Pr ome theu s ( the suffer ing 

fr om h is own fa tal gif t. His name is, " He wh o ha s to 
c on 1e . . . .  " 

On the au th or ity , then , of the se few line s, wh ich , like any oth er 
alleg orica l sen tence , ma y be tw isted in to alm ost an y mean ing ; namely, 
on the w ord s pr on ounced by Pr ome theu s an d addre sse d  to lo, the 
daugh ter of !nac hos, per secu te d  by Zeu s-a wh ole pr ophec y 1s 

c on struc te d  by some Cath olic wri ter s. Sa ys the cruc ifie d T itan :-

" And, portent past belief, the speaking oaks 
By which full clearly, in no riddling phrase 
Wast hailed as the illustrious spouse of Zeus 

(v. 853). 
. . . . stroking thee 

With touch alone of unalanning hand ; 
Then thou dark Epaphos shalt bear, whose name 
Records his sacred gendering .... " (87o) 

Th is wa s c on stru ed by several fan atic s-de s Mou sseau x and de Mir -

:Niatarisvan, a divine .. . .  personage, closely associated with the  fire god of the Veda, 
Agni . ... . " Mati , in Sanskrit ,  is " understanding, ' '  and a synonym of MAHAT and 
manas, and must be of some account in the origin of the name : Promati is the son of 
Fohat , and has his story also. 

• Kronos is " time," and thus the allegory becomes very suggestive, (See closing 
pages of this Sub-section.) 
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v ille am on g st other s-in to a cle ar pr ophec y. Io-" i s  the m other of 
God," were are tol d, an d " dar k Epaph os " -Chr ist. Bu t, the l atter 
has n ot de thr one d hi s f ather , e xce pt me taph oric all y, if one h as to 
re g ar d  Jeh ov ah as th at "Father " ; n or h as the Chri sti an Sav iour 
hurle d his Father down in to Hade s. Pr ome theu s says, in ver se 930, 
th at Zeu s  will be hum ble d ye t ; as for him self :-

" . . . . such marriage he prepares 
Which from his throne of power to nothingness 
Shall hurl him down ; so shall be all fulfilled 
His father Kronos' curse . ... • 

.... Then let him sit 
Confiding in his lofty thunder-peals, 
And wielding with both hands the fiery bolt; 
For these shall not avail, but fall he shall, 
A fall disgraceful, not to be endured . . . . " (v. g8o). 

" Dar k  Ep ap hos" w as the Di on ysos-Sab aziu s, the son of Zeu s  an d 
of De me ter in the Sab asi an Mysterie s, dur in g wh ich the " f ather of the 
g od s," assumin g the shape of a Serpent, be g ot on Deme ter , Dion ysos, or 
the sol ar Bacc hu s. Io is the m oon , an d at the same time the EvE of a 

new race, an d so is Deme ter -in the pre sen t c ase . The Pr ome the an 
my th i s  a pr ophec y in dee d; bu t it doe s n ot rel ate to an y of th e c yclic 
Savi our s w ho h ave ap pe are d per iodic all y  in v ari ou s  c oun tr ie s  an d am on g 
v ar iou s n ati on s, in the ir tr an si tion ar y c on di tion s of ev olu tion .  It poin ts 
to the l ast of the m yster ie s  of c ycl ic tr an sf orm ati on s, in the ser ie s  of 
w hich m an kin d, h avin g pa sse d fr om the e there al to the soli d ph ysic al 
sta te , fr om spir itu al to p hysi ol ogic al pr ocrea ti on ,  i s  n ow c arr ie d  on war d 
on the op posite arc of the c ycle , tow ar d that sec on d  ph ase of i ts pr imi
ti ve state , when woman knew no man, an d huma n pr ogen y was created, not 
begotten. 

Th at state will re turn to it an d to the worl d a t  l arge , when the 
l atter sh all disc over an d re ally apprec ia te the tru th s  wh ich un der lie 
thi s  v ast pr oblem of se x. It will be l ike "the li gh t  th at never sh one on 
se a or l an d ," an d h as to c ome to men thr ou gh the The osoph ical 
S oc ie ty. Th at li g ht w ill le ad on an d u p  to the true spiritual intuition. 
Then ( as e xpre sse d  on ce in a le tter to a the osoph ist) , "the w orl d 
will have a race of Buddhas and Christs, f or the w orl d w ill h ave disc overe d 
that in div idu al s have it in their own powers to procreate Buddha-like children
or demons." " When th at kn owle dge c ome s, all dogm atic reli gi on s, an d 
w ith the se the dem on s, will die ou t." 

If we re flec t up on the ser ial devel op men t of the alleg ory , an d the 
ch ar ac ter of the her oe s, the m ystery m ay be unr iddle d. KRONOS i s  
of c our se " time "  in its c yclic c our se .  He sw all ow s  h is ch il dren -the 

• See, for explanation of this curse, the last page of the present Rub-section. 
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personal god s of  exo ter ic dogma s  included . He ha s swallowed ins tead o f  
Zeu s, h is stone idol ; bu t the sym bol ha s grown , and ha s onl y de veloped 
in human fan cy a s  mankind wa s cy clin g down toward only its p hysi cal and 
in telle ctual -no t spiri tual -perfe ction . When i t  i s  a s  far a dvan ced 
in i ts sp ir itual evolu tion Krono s will be no longer de ce ived .  Ins tead of 
th e stone image he will ha ve swallow ed the an thropomorp hi c  fiction itself . 
B eca use, the serpent of wisdom, r epr esen ted in the Sa ba sian m ys ter ies b y  
the an thropomorp hi sed Lo go s, the u ni ty of sp ir itual and p hy sical Power s, 
will hav e be go tten in Time (Krono s) a progeny -Dionyso s-Ba cchu s  
or th e "dark Epapho s," the "mi ghty one "-the ra ce tha t w ill 
over throw h im .  Where will he be born ? Pro me theu s tr ace s h im 
to h is orig in and bir th -pla ce in hi s prophe cy to Io . Io i s  the moon 
godd es s  of genera tion -for she is Isis and s he is Eve , the grea t mo ther . * 
He tra ce s  the pa th of the (ra cial) wande ri ng s  a s  plai nly as word s can 
expre ss it. She ha s to qu it Europe an d go to Asia 's con tinen t, rea ching 
there the hig hest of the moun tain s of Cau casus (737), the Ti tan te lling 
her :-

"When thou hast crossed the flood, limit betwixt 
Two continents, fronting the burning East." (Sro) 

tha t sh e mu st travel eas tward , af ter passin g the " Ki mmeria n 
Bo sp horu s," and cro ss wha t is eviden tly the Volga and now As tmk han 
on the Ca spian Sea .  Af ter this she w ill en coun ter "fier ce nor thern 
bl asts" a nd cro ss th ither to th e land of the " Ari masp ian ho st " (ea st of 
Herodo tu s' Scy thia) to -

" Pluto's gold-abounding flood . . . .  " (825) 
Which is r igh tl y  co nje ctured by Prof essor Newman to have mean t th e 

• It is complained by the author of the version on, and translator of, " Prometheus 
Bound " that in this tracing of Io's wanderings, " no consistency with our known 
geography is attainable" (p. 191, Vol, II.). There may be good re"son for it . First of 
all it  is the journey and wandering from place to place of the race from which the 
•• tenth ," or Kalki Avatar, so called , is to issue. This he calls the " Kingly race born 
in Argos " (888). But Argos has no reference here to Argos in Greece, It comes from 
Arg or area-the female generative power symbolised in the moon-the navi-formed 
Argha of the mysteries, meaning the Queen of Heaven. Eustathius shows that, 
in the dialect of the Arg-ians, Io signified the moon ; while esotericism explains it as 
the divine Androgyne, or the mystic IO ; in Hebrew 10 is the perfect number, or 
Jehovah. Arglzya in Sanskrit is the libation cup, the navi-form or boat-shaped vessel 
in which flowers and fruit are offered to the deities. A rghyanath is a title of the 
Maha-Chohan, meaning " the Lord of Libations ; " and A rghya V arsha-" the land 
of libations "-·is the mystery name of that region which extends from Kailas mountain 
nearly to the Schamo DeRert-from within which the Kalki A vatar is expected. The 
Airyana-Varsedya of the Zoroastrians, as a locality, is  identical with it. It is now 
said to have been situated between the sea of Aral, Baltistan , and little Tibet; but in 
olden times its area was far larger, as it was the birth-place of physical humanity, of 
which Io is the mother and symbol. 
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Ura l, the Ar ima spi of Hero dotu s  be ing "the rec ogn ise d  inha bitan ts of 
th is go lden regi on . "  

An d here come s, be tween ver se s  82 5 an d 835, a pu zzle to a ll the 
Eur opean in terpre ter s. Sa ys the T ita n: -

"To these (Arimaspi and Grypes) approach not; a far border land 
Thou next wilt reach, where dwells a swarthy race 
Near the Sun's founts, where is the JEthiop "river"; 
Along its banks proceed till thou attain 
The mighty rapids, where from Bybline heights 
Pure draughts of sacred water N eilos sends ... " 

There I o  wa s or daine d to f oun d a c olon y for her se lf an d sons. Now 
we mu st see ho w the pa ssage i s  in terpr ete d. As I o  i s  to ld tha t  she ha s 
to trave l ea stwar d till she c ome s to the r iver E th iop s, wh ich she i s  to 
fo llow ti ll i t  fa lls in to the Nile -hence the perp le xi ty. "Acc or ding to 
the geograph ica l the or ie s  of the ear lie st Gree ks" we are inf orme d b y  
the au thor of the ver sion on " Pr ome thu s Boun d" -

"This condition was fulfilled by the river Indus. Arrian (vi. i.) mentions 
that Alexander the Great, when preparing to sail down the Indus (having seen 
crocodiles in the river Indus, and in no other river except the Nile ... ), seemed 
to himself to have discovered the sources of the Nile, as though the Nile, rising 
from some place in I ndia, and flowing through much desert land, and thereby 
losing its name I ndus, next ... flowed through inhabited land, being now 
called the Nile by the Ethiopians of those parts and afterwards by the 
Egyptians. Virgil in the 4th Georgie echoes the absolute error" (p. 197, Vol. II.). 

Bo th Ale xan der a nd Virg il ma y have erre d con sidera bly in the ir 
ge ographica l n otion s ; bu t the pr ophec y of Pr ome theu s ha s n ot so 
sinne d, in the lea st-n ot, a t  an y ra te ,  in its e soteric spir it. \iVhe n a 
c er tain race is symbo li se d, a nd even ts per tai ning to its hi stor y are 
ren dere d a lleg orica lly, n o  top ographica l accurac y oug ht to be e xpec te d  
in the i tinerar y trac ed f or its per son ifica ti on.  Ye t it so happen s, tha t  
the river " E th iop s" i s  cer ta in ly the In du s, an d it i s  also the Nil or Nita. 
It i s  the river born on the Kailas (heaven) m oun ta in , the man si on of the 
g ods-22,ooo fee t ab ove the leve l of the sea .  It wa s the E thiop s river 
-an d w as so ca lle d b y  the Gree ks, long bef ore the da ys of Ale xan der , 
becau se i ts ban ks, from Attoc k down to Sin d, were pe op le d  by tr ibe s  
genera lly r eferre d to a s  the Ea stern E thi opian s. In dia a nd Eg yp t  were 
two kin dre d na tion s, an d the Ea stern E th iop ian s-the migh ty bu ilder s 
-have come fr om In dia ,  a s  is pre tty we ll prove d, i t  i s  h ope d, in " Isis 
U N V E I LED. " ( Vol. I. P· 569·70). 

Then wh y c ou ld n ot Ale xan der, an d  even the learne d Virgi l have u se d  
the w or d  Nile or Neilos when spea king of the In du s, since i t  is one of 
its name s? T o  thi s  da y tha t  r iver is ca lle d, in the regi on s  ar oun d Ka la 
Bagh, nil (b lue) , an d Nilah, "the b lue r iver ."  The wa ter here i s  of su ch 
dar k  blue co lour tha t the name g iven to it from time immem oria l le d to 
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a small t own on its b ank s be ing c alled b y  the same n ame. I t  e xists to 
this d ay. Ev iden tl y  Arr ian -w ho wr ote f ar later than the da y of 
Alexander , and who w as ign or an t of the old n ame of the Indu s-ha s  
unc onsc iou sl y sl andered the Greek c onquer or.  Nor are our m odern 
his tori ans muc h w iser , in judg ing as they d o. For the y  of ten ma ke the 
m os t  sweep ing decl ar ation s on mere appe arance s, a s  muc h a s  the ir 
anc ient c olle ague s ever d id in d ay s  of old ,  w hen n o  Enc ycl opred ia s  

were ye t re ady f or them. 
The r ace of Io, " the c ow- horned m aid " is then simpl y the fir st 

p ioneer r ace of the }E th iop ian s br oug ht by her fr om the Indu s to the 
N ile (w hic h rece ived its n ame in mem ory of the m other r iver of the 
c olon ists fr om Ind ia':') .  For d oe s  n ot Pr ome theu s say to Io t that the 
sacred Ne il os (the g od, n ot the r iver) -

. . .  "He to the land , three-cornered, thee shall gu ide ," -namely , to the 
Delta, w here her son s are f ore ordained to f ound - .. . . .  "that f ar -oft 
c ol ony . . . " (v. 830 et seq . ) .  

It is  there that a new r ace ( the Eg yp tian s) w ill beg in ,  anu a "fem ale 
r ace " (873) w hich ,  "fif th in descen t" fr om d ark Ep aph os -

" Fifty in number shall return to Argos. "  

Then one of the fif ty v irg in s  w ill f ail thr oug h l ove and shall
" . • • A kingly race in Argos bear 

But from this seed shall dauntless heroes sprin g, 
Bow-famous, who shall free me from these ills. "  

\V hen this her o  s hall ar ise ,  the T itan d oe s  n ot re veal ; f or as he 
re mark s:-

" This, to set forth at large needs lengthy speech." 

• Alexander, who was better acquainted with Attock than with India (where he never 
went) could not have failed to hear the Indus near its very sources called Nil and 
Nilah .  Even if a mistake , it is thus easily accounted for. 

t That Io is identical allegorically with Isis and the moon is shown by her being 
" cow-horned." The allegory undeniably reached Greece from India, where Vach
" the melodious cow" (Rig-Veda) " from whom mankind was produced " (Bhagavata 
Purana) is shown in the Aitareya Brahman a as pursued by her father Brahma, who was 
moved by an illicit passion,  and changed her mto a deer. Hence Io, refusing to yield 
to Jupiter's passion, becomes ' '  horned." The cow was in every country the symbol of 
the passive generative power of nature, Isis, Vach , Venus-the mother of the prolific 
god of love, Cupid, but ,  at the same time, that of the Logos whose symbol became with 
the Egyptians and the Indians-the bull-as testified to by Apis and the Hindu bulls 
in the most ancient temples. In esoteric philosophy the cow is the symbol of creative 
nature, and the Bull (her calf) the spirit which vivifies her, or " the Holy Spirit , "  as 
Mr. Kenealy shows. Hence the symbol of the horns. These were sacred also with 
the Jews, who placed near the altar horns of Shittim wood, by seizing which a criminal 
ensure::! his safety.  
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Bu t " Argo s" i s  A rghya Varsha, the land of liba tion of the old 
Hierophan ts, whence the deliverer of Human ity will appear, a name which 
became age s la ter tha t  o f  its ne ighbour, India -the Arya -varta of old . 

Tha t the subjec t formed par t of the Saba sian my ster ie s  is made kno wn 
by several anc ien t wr iter s: by C icero (in Tuscul. Qucest. I ,  ii. No. zo) and 
by Clemen s Alexandrinu s (Strom. I ,  ii. , oper. tom . I ,  p. 467-Ed. Potter's) . 
The la tter wr iter s are the only one s who a ttribu te the fact tha t  .iE schylu s 
wa s charged by the A then ian s with sacrilege and con demned to be 
stoned to death ,  to i ts true cau se.  They say tha t  hav ing been h im self un 
ini tia ted, .iE schylu s had pro faned the My ster ie s  by expo sing them in his 
trilog ie s  on a publ ic stage. ':' Bu t he would have incurred the same 
con demna tion had he been initia ted-which mu st have been the ca se, 
a s  o therwise he mu st, like Socra te s, have had a daimon to reveal to h im 
the secre t and sacred allegorical drama of in itia tion. A t  a ll even ts, i t  i s  
no t the " fa ther of the Greek tragedy " who inven ted the prophecy of 
Prome theu s; for he only rep ea ted in drama tic form tha t  wh ich wa s 
revealed by the prie sts during the MYSTERIA o f  the Sa ba sia . t  The 
la tter, ho wever, i s  one o f  the olde st sacred fe stival s, who se or igin i s  to 
thi s  day unknown to hi story. My tholog ists connec t i t  through Mi thra s 
( the Sun, called Saba siu s  on some ol d monumen ts) with Jup iter and 
Bacchu s. Bu t it wa s never the proper ty o f  the Greek s, bu t da te s  from 
d ay s  immemor ial. 

The tran sla tors of the drama wonder ho w .iE schylu s could 
become guil ty o f  such "di screpancy be tween the charac ter of 
Zeu s a s  por trayed in the ' Prome theu s Bound ' an d tha t  dep ic ted 
in the rema in ing dramas." (Mrs . A .  Swanwick. )  Th is is ju st be cau se 
.iE schyl us, like Shake speare, wa s and will ever r ema in the intellec tual 
" Sph inx " o f  the a ge s. Be tween Zeu s, the abstrac t de ity o f  Grecian 
thought , and the Olymp ic Zeu s, there wa s an aby ss. The la tter repre
sen ted dur ing the my ster ie s  no h igher a pr inc ip le than the lo wer a spec t 
o f  human phy sical in tell igence-Manas wedded to Kama ; Prome theu s
its div ine a spe ct merg ing into and a spir ing to Bud dhi -the d ivine Soul . 
Zeu s wa s the human soul and no th ing more, whenever shown yield ing 
to h is lo wer pa ss ion s,-the jealous God, revenge ful and cruel in i ts 
ego ti sm or I -AM- N E S S .  Hence, Zeu s i s  repre sen ted a s  a serpe nt -the 
in tel le ctual temp ter of man - wh ich, never thele ss, bege ts in the cour se of 

* Herodotus and Pausanias supposed that the cause of the condemnation was that 
JEschylus, adopting the theogony of the Egyptians, made Diana, the daugh ter of 
Ceres, and not of Latona. (See /Elian Var. Hist. I. , v.  c. xviii . ,  tom .  r, p.  433 Edition 
Gronov.) But JEschylus was initiated. 

t Sabasia was a periodical festival with mysteries en:wted in honour of some gods ,  a 
varian t on the Mithraic Mysteries. The whole evolut ion of the races was performed in 
them . 
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c ycl ic ev olu tion the " Man -Sav iour ," the solar B acc hu s  or " D ion y sos, "  
more than a man. 

D ion ysos is one with Osir is, with Kr ishna , an d with Bu ddha (the 
heavenl y wise) , an d with the c om ing ( ten th )  Ava tar , the gl or ifie d 
Sp ir itual Christos, wh o will del iver the suffer ing Chrestos ( man kin d, or 
Pr ome theu s, on its tr ial ). This, sa y Br ahm in ic al an d Bu ddh istic 
legen ds, ech oe d  by the Zor oa str ian an d n ow by the C hr istian 
teac hing s (the l atter onl y  occ asionall y) ,  will happen at the en d of 
Kaliyuga. It is onl y  af ter the appearance of Kal ki-Ava tar, or 
S osiosh, that man will be born fr om w oman wi th out sin .  Then 
will Br ahma , the Hin du de ity ; Ahur a-Ma zda (Orm azd) ,  the Zor o
a str ian ; Zeu s, the Grec o-Ol ymp ian D on Juan ;  Je hovah , the jeal ous , 
repenting , cruel, tr ibal G od of the Israel ite s, an d all the ir l ike s in the 
un iver sal P an the on of human f anc y-van ish an d disappe ar in th in a ir .  
An d al ong with the se will v an ish the ir sha dow s, the dark aspects of al l 
th ose de itie s, ever repre sente d  a s  the ir " tw in br other s" an d cre ature s, 
in e xoter ic legen d, their own reflection on ear th -in e soter ic ph il osoph y. 
The Ahr im an s an d Typh on s, the Sam ael s an d Sa tan s, mu st be all 
de thr one d on that da y, when ever y dar k  ev il pa ssi on will be su bdue d. 

There is one e tern al La w in n ature , one that al way s ten ds to ad ju st 
c on trar ie s  an d to pr oduce fin al har mon y. It is owing to th is law of 
spir itu al devel op men t super se ding the ph ys ical an d purel y in tellec tual, 
th at man kin d w ill be come free d fr om its fal se gods , an d fin d itself 
finall y-SELF-REDEEM ED. 

In i ts final revel ation , the ol d m yth of Pr ome theu s-his proto - an d 
anti- type s be ing f oun d  in ever y an cien t the og on y-s tan ds in each of 
them a t  the ver y or ig in of phys ica l  ev il ,  because at the thre sh old of 
hu man ph ysi cal l ife . KRONOS is "Time," wh ose firs t law i s  tha t  the 
or der of the su cce ssive an d harm on ious ph ase s in the pr oces s of 
ev olu ti on during cycli c devel op men t sh oul d be s tric tl y  preserve d
un der the severe penal ty of abn or mal gr ow th w ith all i ts en suing 
re sul ts. It was n ot in the pr ogramme of na tural devel opmen t tha t  
man--h igher an imal th oug h he may be- sh ould be come at on ce
in te llec tuall y, spiri tually , an d psy chi ca lly - the de mi -god he is on e ar th , 
whi le h is phy si ca l  fra me re mains weaker an d more help less an d 
ephe meral than tha t  of almos t an y hu ge ma mm al .  The c on tras t is too 
gr otesque and vi olen t; the ta berna cle mu ch too unw or thy of its 
in dwell ing g od. The gif t  of Pr ome the us th us be ca me a CURSE-th ou gh 

foreknown an d foreseen by the HOST pers onifie d in tha t  pers onage, a s  h is 
name we ll sh ow s. ':' It is in this tha t  res ts, a t  one an d the sa me time ,  

* Vide supra ,  a foot-note concerning the etymology o f  1rpof.'fins o r  joret!zouglzt. 
Prometheus confesses i t  in the drama when saying :-
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i ts sin and its redemp tio n. For the Ho st tha t  incarna ted i n  a por tion 
of human ity, though led to i t  b y  Karma or Nemesis, preferred free-will 
to pa ssive slavery, in tellec tual self -con sc iou s pa in and even tor ture
" wh ile myriad time shall flow " -to inane,  imbecile , in stinc tual bea ti
tude . Know ing such an incarna tion wa s prema ture and no t in the pro
gramme of na ture , the heavenly ho st, " Prome theu s," still sacr ifice d i tsdf 
to benefi t thereby, a t  lea st, one por tion of mank ind . *  Bu t w hile savi ng 
man from me ntal darkne ss, they in flic ted upon him the tor ture s of the 
self -con sc iou sne ss of h is re spon sibil ity -the re sul t of h is free w ill
be side s every ill to wh ich mor tal man and fle sh are he ir to. Thi s 
tor ture Prome theu s accep ted for him self, since the Ho st became hence
forward blended wi th the tabernacle prepared for them , which wa s 
still unachieved a t  tha t  per iod of f orma tion. 

Sp iri tual evolu tion be ing incapable of keep ing pace wi th the phy sical , 
once i ts homogene ity wa s broken by the ad mixture, the gif t thu s  bec ame 
the ch ief ca use,  if no t the sole or igin of Evil. t The allegory wh ich 
show s KRoNos cur sing Ze us for de thron ing him (in the primr tiYe 
" golden " age of Sa turn, when all men were dem i-god s) ,  and for 
crea ti ng a phy sical race of men weak and helple ss in compar ison ; a nd 
then a s  del ivering to h is (Zeu s' )  revenge the culpr it, who de spo iled the 
god s of the ir preroga tive of crea tion and who thereby ra ised man to 
t he ir level , intellec tually and spiri tually -i s  h ighly p hilo sophical. 
In the ca se of Prome theu s, Zeu s repre se nts the Ho st of the primeval 
progeni tor s, of the P I TAR, the " Fa ther s" who crea ted man sen sele ss 

" Oh ! holy Ether, swiftly-winged gales • .  
Behold what I ,  a god, from gods endure 

And yet what say I ? Clearly I foreknew 
All that must happen . . . . 

• • . . The Destined it behoves, 
As best I may , to bear, for well I wot 
How incontestable the strength of Fate . • . . ( ros) 

' ' Fate " stands here for KARMA, or Nemesis. 
* Mankind is obviously divided into god-informed men and lower human creatures. 

The intellectual difference between the Aryan and other civilized nations and such 
savages as the South Sea Islanders , is inexplicable on any other grounds. No amount 
of  culture, nor generations of training amid civilization ,could raise such human specimens 
as the Bushmen, the Veddhas of Ceylon, and some African tribes, to the same intellectual 
level as the Aryans, the Semites, and the Turanians so called. The " sacred spark " 
s missing in them and it is they who are the only inferior races on the globe, now happily 

-owing to the wise adjustment of nature which ever works in that direction
fast dying out. Verily mankind is " of one blood, "  but not of the same essence. We are 
the hot-house, artificially quickened plants in  nature, having in us a spark, which in 
them is latent . 

t The philosophical view of Indian metaphysics places the Root of Evil in the differen
tiation of the Homogeneous into the Heterogeneous, of the unit into plurality .  
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an d w ith ou t  an y m in d; wh il e  th e div in e Titan stan ds f or th e Sp ir itual 
cr eators, the devas wh o " f ell " in to g en era tion .  Th e f ormer are 
sp ir ituall y l ow er ,  bu t ph ys ically s tr on ger , than th e "Pr om eth ean s" : 
th eref or e, th e latter ar e sh own conqu ere d. " Th e l ow er Hos t, wh ose w ork 
th e Titan sp oil ed an d thu s  defeated the plan s  of Zeus ," was on th is 
ear th in i ts own sph er e  an d plan e  of a ction ; wh ereas , the sup er ior 
Hos t was an e xile fr om Heav en,  wh o had g ot en tan gl ed in th e m eshes 
of ma tter . The y ( the inferi or " Hos t ") w ere masters of all th e Cosm ic 
an d l ow er ti t anic f or ces ; th e h igh er Ti tan p osse ss ed onl y  the 
i n te llec tua l  a nd spiri tua l fire . Th is dra ma of th e s tru g gle of Pr om e
th eus w ith the O lympi c tyran t an d desp ot, sen sual Ze us, one sees 
enacted dail y w ith in our ac tual mank ind : the l ower pass ions cha in 
the higher asp ira tions to the r ock of matter , to generate in man y a ca se 
the vul ture of s orr ow , p ain , and repen tance . In ev er y su ch case one 
sees once m ore -

" A god . . .  in fetters, anguish fraught ; 
The foe of Zeus, in hatred held by all. 

A god, ber ef t  even of tha t  supr em e  cons ola tion of Pr ometh eu s, wh o 
suffered in sel f-sa cr ific e-

" For that to men he bare too fond a mind. 

as the divine Ti tan is moved b y  al tru ism, bu t the mor tal man by 
Se lfish ness and Egoism in every i ns tance.  

The moder n Pro me the us h as now become Epi-metheus, " he wh o sees 
o nly after the even t " ; because the univers al phi lan thropy of the 
former h as long ago dege ner ated i n to se lfish ness and se lf -ador a
tio n .  M an wil l  rebecome the free Ti tan of o ld ,  bu t n ot be fore 
cyc lic evol utio n h as re-es tab lished the broke n h ar mo ny be tween 
the two n atures - the terres tri al and the divine ; af ter which 
he becomes imperme able to th e l ower titani c for ces , invulnera bl e  
in his perso na li ty, and i mmor tal i n  his i ndivid uali ty, which c an no t  
h appe n befo re every animal e leme n t  is  e limi n ated fro m his n ature . 
\\'he n ma n unders tands tha t  " Deus non fecit mortem " (Sap .  I . ,  13) ,  b ut 
that man h as crea ted i t  himsel f, h e  wi ll re- be come the Pr ome th eus 
be fore his Fall. 

For the full s ymb olism of Pr ome theus an d th e or ig in of this m yth os 
i n  Greece, the re ader i s  referred to P ar t  II . of this Volum e, chap ter 
" A Seco nd Key to Prome the us ,"  e tc. In the s aid Par t-a kind of 
s upp leme n t  to the prese n t  p or ti on -ever y addi ti onal inf or mati on is 
give n upo n  those te ne ts th at wi ll be the mos t con tr over te d  and qu es ti on ed .  
Th is work is  s o  he ter od ox ,  when c onfr on ted w ith the acknow ledge d 
s tand ards of theo logy and moder n scie nce , th at no pr oof which ten ds to 
show that these st and ards often us urp an ille gal au th or ity sh oul d be 
negle cted .  
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ADD IT IONAL FRAGMENTS FROM A COMMENTARY 
ON THE VERSES OF STANZA X II. 

T H E  MS.  from which the se ad di tio nal expla na tio ns are take n belo ng s  
t o  the gro up cal led " Tongshaktchi Sangye Songa, " or the Record s of the 
" Thir ty -five Buddha s of Co nfe ssio n,"  a s  they are exoterically cal led. The se 
per so nage s, however, though cal led i n  the Nor thern Buddhi st religio n 
" Buddha s," may jus t  a s  well be cal led Ri shi s, or Ava tars, 
e tc . , a s  they are " Budd ha s  who have preceded Sakyamuni " o nly 
t or the Nor ther n fo llower s of the e thics preached by Gau tama. 
These grea t Maha tmas, or Buddhas,  are a u niver sal a nd commo n 
proper ty :  they are historical sa ge s - a t  a ny ra te ,  for all the 
Occul ti sts who believe in such a hierarchy of Sage s, the exis te nce 
of which has bee n proved to them by the learned o nes of the Fra 
ter nity. They are chose n from amon g some n ine ty- seven Buddhas in o ne 
group, a nd fif ty- three in ano ther, ':' mo stly ima ginary per sonage s, who 
are really the per so nificatio ns of the powers of the firs t- named. t These 
" ba ske ts" of the olde st wri ti ng s  o n  " palm leave s" are kep t very secre t. 
Each MS.  ha s appe nded to i t  a shor t sy nop si s  of the history of tha t  
sub -race to wh ich the par ticular "Buddha -Lha " be longed. The one 
special MS. from which the fra gmen ts wh ich follow are ex trac ted, 
and then rendered in to a m ore comprehen sible la nguage, i s  said to have 
bee n copied from sto ne tab le ts which belon ged to a Buddha of the 
ear lie st day of the Fif th Race, who had w itnes sed the De lu ge a nd the 
submer sion of the chief con tine nts of th e At lan tea n race. The day 
whe n much, if no t all , of tha t  which is  g iven here from the arc haic 
records, w ill be found correc t, i s  not far dis tan t. Then the moder n 
symbo logis ts wi ll acquire the cer ti tude tha t  even Odin, or the god 
Woden , the hi ghe st god in the Germa n  and Scandinavia n my tho logy, 
i s  one of these thir ty -five Buddhas ; one of the ear lie st, in deed , 
for the co nti ne nt to which he and his race be lon ged, i s  a lso 
one of the ear lie st. So ear ly ,  in tr uth ,  tha t  i n  the day s whe n 
tr opical na ture wa s to be fou nd,  where now lie e ter na l  u nthaw 
jng sn ow s, one could cro ss almo st by dry land from Norway via 
Ice la nd a nd Gree nla nd, to the lands tha t  a t  presen t surround Hud son 's 

* Gautama Buddha, named Shakya Thiib-pa, is the twenty-seventh of the last group, 
as most of these Buddhas belong to the divine dynasties which instructed mankind. 

t Of these " Buddhas, "  or the " Enlightened, "  the far distant predecessors of Gautama 
the Buddha, and who represent , we are taught ,  once living men, great adepts and 
Saints, in whom the " Sons of Wisdom " had incarnated, and who were, therefore, so 
to speak, minor Avatars of the Celestial Beings-eleven only belong to the Atlantean 
race, and 24 to the Fifth race, from its beginnings. They are identical with the Tirtan
karas of the J ainas. 
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Bay . ':' J ust, a s  in the palmy day s o f  the  A tlan te an g ian ts, the son s o f  
the "g ian ts f rom the Ea st, "  a p ilg rim co uld pe rfo rm a jo urney f rom 
wha t in o ur day s is te rmed the Saha ra de se rt, to the land s wh ic h  now 
re st in d ream le ss sleep a t  the bo ttom o f  the wa te rs o f  the G ul f  o f  
Me xico and the Ca ribbean Sea . E ven ts wh ich we re ne ve r  w ri tten o ut
side the h uman memo ry, b ut wh ich we re rel ig io usly tran smitted f rom 
one gene ra tion to ano the r, and from race to race,  may ha ve been p re 
se rved by con stan t tran smission " w ith in the book vol ume o f  the b rain , "  
and th ro ugh co un tle ss a:on s, w ith mo re truth and acc uracy than in side 
any w ri tten doc umen t o r  reco rd. " Tha t whic h i s  pa rt o f  o ur so ul s i s  
e te rnal , "  say s  Thacke ray ; and wha t can be nea re r  to o ur so ul s than tha t  
wh ich happen s a t  the dawn s o f  o ur l ive s? T ho se li ve s  a re co un tle ss, b ut 
the so ul o r  spi rit tha t  an ima te s  us th ro ugho ut the se my riad s o f  exi stence s 
is the same ; and tho ug h  " the book and vol ume " o f  the physical b ra in 
may fo rge t e ven ts w ithin the scope o f  one te rre strial l ife, the b ulk o f  
co llec tive recollec tion s can ne ve r  de se rt the d ivine so ul w ith in us. I ts 
wh ispe rs may be too so ft, the so und o f  its wo rd s  too fa r off the plane 
pe rcei ved by o ur phy sical sen se s; ye t the shadow o f  e ven ts that were , 
just a s  m uch a s  the shadow o f  the e ven ts that are to come , is wi th in its 
pe rcep tive powe rs, and is e ve r  p re sen t be fore its m ind 's eye. 

I t  is th is so ul -vo ice ,  pe rhap s, wh ich tell s tho se who bel ie ve in trad ition 
mo re than in w ritten Hi sto ry, that what is sa id below is all true ,  
and rela te s  to p re -h isto ric fac ts. 

Thi s  is w ha t  is w ritten in one pa ssage :-
" TH E  KI N G S  OF L I GHT H AVE DEPARTED I N  WRAT H .  THE S I N S  O F  

M E N  HAVE BECOME SO BLAC K T H A T  EARTH Q U IVERS I N  H E R  GREAT 

AGONY. TH E  AZURE SEATS REMAIN E M PTY. WHO OF THE BROW N ,  

W H O  O F  T H E  RE D ,  OR YET AMONG T H E  B LAC K  (races) ,  CAN S I T  I N  T H E  

S EATS OF THE B LESSED,  THE SEATS OF KNOWLEDGE A N D  ME RCY ! \VH O  

C A N  AS S U M E  THE FLOWER O F  POWER,  T H E  PLANT O F  THE G O L D E N  STEM 

AND THE AZU R E  BLOSSOM ?" 

• This may account for the similarity of the artificial mounds in the U. S. of 
America, and the tumuLi in Norway. It is this identity that led some American 
arch<:eologists to suggest that Norwegian mariners had discovered America some one 
thousand years ago. ( Vide Holmboe's Traces de Bouddhisme en Norvege, p. 23) .  There is 
no doubt that America is that " far distant land into which pious men and heavy storms 
had transferred the sacred doctrine," as a Chinese writer suggested by his description 
to Neumann .  But neither Professor Holmboe, of Stockholm, nor the American 
arch<:eologists, have guessed the right age of the mounds, or the tumuli. The fact that 
Norwegians may have re-discovered the land that their long-forgotten forefathers 
believed to have perished in the general submersion, does not conflict with that other 
fact that the Secret Doctrine of the land which was the cradle of physical man, and of 
the Fifth Race, had found its way into the so-called New World ages and ages before 
the " Sacred Doctrine " of Buddhism. 
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The " King s  of Lig ht" is  the name g iven in all old rec ord s to  the 
Sovere ign s of the d iv ine Dyna stie s. The "a zure sea ts" are tran sla ted 
"cele stial thr one s " in cer ta in d ocumen ts. The " flower of p ower " is n ow 
the Lotu s; w ha t  it may have been a t  t ha t  peri od ,  w ho can tell . 

The wr iter pr oceed s, l ike the la ter Jeremiah , to bewail the fa te of his 
pe ople . They had bec ome beref t of the ir " a zure . ,  (cele stial) k ing s, and 
"they of the Deva hue ," the m oon -l ike c om ple xion ,  and " they of the 
re fulgen t (g olden) face " have g one "to the land of bli ss, the land of 
me tal and fire " ;  or -agreea bly wi th the rule s of symb ol ism -to the 
land s ly ing Nor th and Ea st, fr om whence " the grea t wa ter s have been 
swep t away , sucked in by the ear th and d is sipa ted in the a ir ." The wi se 
race s had perce ived " the black storm -drag on s, called d own by the 
drag on s  of w isd om " -and " had fled,  led on by the shining 
Pr otec tor s of the m ost Excellent Land "  -the great ancien t adept s, 
pre sumably ; those the Hindu s refer to a s  their Manu s and Rishis. 
One of them wa s Vaiva sva ta Manu . 

They "of the yell ow hue " are the f orefa ther s of those w hom 
Ethn ol ogy n ow cla sse s  a s  the Turan ian s, the Mong ol s, C hine se and 
other anc ien t na tion s ; and the land they fled to wa s n o  other than 
Cen tral A sia . T here en tire new race s were b orn ; there they l ived and 
d ied un til the separa tion of the na ti on s. Bu t this "separa tion " d id n ot 
take place ei ther in the l ocal itie s a ssigned f or it by m odern sc ience , n or 
in the way the Aryan s are shown to have divided and separa ted by 
Mr. Max Muller and other A ryanists . Nearly tw o-th ird s  of one m illi on 
year s have elap sed since tha t per iod .  The yell ow -faced g ian ts of the 
p ost-A tlan tean day , had ample time , thr oug hou t  t his f orced c onfine
ment to one par t of the w orld , and w it h  the same racial bl ood and 
w ithou t  any fre sh in fu sion or adm ix ture in it, t o  branc h off dur ing a peri od 
of nearly 7o o, ooo year s in to the m ost heter ogene ou s  and d iver sified type s. 
The same is shown in Afr ica ; n ow here d oe s  a m ore e xtra ordinary 
var ia bility of type s e xi st, fr om black to alm ost wh ite ,  fr om gigantic 
men to dwarfi sh race s; and this only becau se of the ir f orced isola tion .  
The Afr ican s have never le f t  the ir con tinen t f or several hundred 
thou sand s of year s. If to-m orr ow the c on tinen t of Eur ope were to 
d isappear and other land s to re-emerge in stead ; and if the African 
tr ibe s  were to separa te and sca tter on the face of the ear th, it is they 
w ho, in ab ou t  a hundred thou sand year s hen ce ,  w ould f orm the bulk 
of the c iv il ized na tion s. And it is the de scendan ts of those of our 
h ig hly cul tured na tion s, wh o m igh t have surv ived on some one islan d, 
w ith ou t  a ny mean s of cr ossing the new sea s, th at w ould fall back in to a 

sta te of rela tive savagery . Thu s the rea son g iven f or d iv id ing human ity 
in to superior and inferior race s fall s to the gr ound and bec ome s a 

fallacy . 
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Su ch are the statemen ts m ade an d fa cts given in the ar chai c re cor ds. 
C olla tin g  and comp arin g them wi th some m odern the orie s of Ev olu
ti on , minus natural selection ( Vide " Phy siol ogical Sele cti on " by G .  J .  
Rom ane s,F .R. S.) , the se sta te men ts appear q uite rea sonable and l ogical .* 
Thu s, w hile the Ar yan s are the de scendan ts of the yellow A dam s, 
the gi gan ti c  an d highl y civ il ize d A tlan ta-Aryan race, the Semi te s  
-an d the Jew s al ong wi th them -are th ose of the re d A dam ; 
an d thu s  b oth de Qua trefa ge s  an d the wri ter s of the Mosa ic Genesis 
are ri gh t. For , coul d chap ter v .  of the Fir st B ook of Mose s be 
compare d wi th the gene al ogie s f oun d in our Ar cha ic Bible , the per iod 
fr om A dam un to Noah w oul d be f ound n oti ced there in,  of c our se 
un der differen t name s, the re spec tive year s of the Pa triarch s bein g 
turne d in to peri ods, the wh ole be in g  sh own sy mb olical an d alle gorical . 
I n  the MS. un der co nsi dera tion many and frequen t are the referen ce s  to 
the grea t kn owle dge an d civiliz ati on of the Atlan tean na ti on s, sh owin g 
the p oli ty of several of them a nd the na ture of the ir art s and sc ience s. 
I f  the Third Root-Ra ce, the Lemur o-A tlan tean s, are already spoken of 
a s  hav in g  been drow ne d " w ith their hi gh civilizati on s  and g ods" 
(" Esoteric Buddhism," p.  65) , h ow mu ch more ma y the sa me be said of 
t he A tl an tea ns! 

It is fr om the F ourth R ace tha t  the early Aryan s got their kn owledge 
of "the bun dle of w on derful thin gs, "  the Sabha and Mayasabha, me n
ti one d in the Mahab ha.ra ta ,  the gift of May asur to the Pandava s. It is 
fr om them tha t  t hey learn t aer onau tic s, Viwan Vidya (the " kn owledge of 
flying in air-veh icle s" ) ,  a nd, theref ore, their grea t  ar ts of me te or ography 
an d me te or ol ogy. It is fr om them, a gain , tha t  the Aryan s inheri ted 
the ir m ost valuable science of the hidden vir tue s of preci ou s  and other 
st one s, of chem istry, or r ather alchemy , of mineral ogy, ge ology, phy sic s 
an d a str onom y. 

Several time s the wr iter ha s pu t to her self the que sti on : " I s  the 
st or y  of Exodus-in its de tails at lea st-a s  narra ted in the Old Te st a
men t, ori ginal ? Or is i t, like the st ory of Mose s him self and m any 
other s, simply an other ver sion of the le gen ds tol d of the A tlan tean s ? " 

For who, up on hearin g the stor y told of the la tter, w ill fail to perce iv e  
the gre at sim ilari ty of the fu ndamen tal features? The an ger of " G od" 
a t  the obduracy of Phara oh, hi s c om mand to the "chosen " one s, to 
sp oil the Eg yptian s, bef ore depar tin g, of their " jewels of silver and 
jewe ls of g ol d" (Exo d. xi. ) ; an d finally the E gyp tian s and their 
Phar ao h  dr owne d in the Re d Se a (xiv .) .  For here is a fragmen t of t he 
earlier stor y fr om the Comme ntar y :-

* Vide the first pages of Part III . ,  SciENCE AND THE SECRET DOCTRINE 
CONTRASTED.  
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" A nd the ' great King of the dazzling Face , '  the chief of  all the 
Yellow-faced, was sad, seeing the sins of the Black -faced . 

" He sent his air-vehicles (Vi w an) to all his brother-chiefs (chief s of other 
nation s and tribe s) with pious men within, saying : ' Prepare .  A rise ye men 

of the good law , and cross the land while ( ye t) dry . ' 

' The Lords of the storm are approaching. Their chariots are nearing the 

land. One night and two days only shall the L ords of the Dark Face 

(the So rce re rs) live on this patiell t land. She is doomed, and they have to 

descmd with her. The nether Lords of the Fires (the Gno me s  and fire 
E le me ntal s) are preparing their magic Agneyastra (fi re-weapon s w orked by 
magic) . But the L ords of the Dark Eye ("Evi l Eye " )  are stronger than 

they ( the E le menta ls) and they are the slaves of the mighty ones . They are 

versed in A shtar (Vid ya ,  the highe st magica l know ledge) .':' Come and 

t�se yours (i .e . ,  yo ur magic power s, in order to co unte ract tho se of the 
So rcerer s) .  Let every lord of the Dazzling Face (an adept of t he 

White Ma gic) cause the Viwan of every lord of the Dark Face to come 

into his hands (or po sse ssion) , lest any (of the Sorce rer s) should by its 

means escape from the waters , avoid the rod of the Four, (Ka rmic deities) 
and save his wicked ' (fo llower s, o r  peop le) . 

' May every yellow face send sleep from himself ( me sme rize ?) to every 

black face . May even they (the Sorcerers) avoid pain and suffering. May 

every man true to the Solar Gods bind (pa ra lyze) every man under the lunar 

gods, lest he should suffer or escape his destiny. 

' A nd may every yellow face offer of his life-water (b lood ) to the speaking 

animal of a black face , lest he awaken his master. t 
' The hour has struck, the black night is ready, etc . ,  etc . 

' Let their destiny be accomplished. We are the servants of the great Four. t 

May the Kings of light return . ' " 

* Wrote the late Brahmachari Bawa, a Yogi of great renown and holiness : '' Exten
sive works on A shlar Vidya and such other sciences were at different times compiled in 
the languages of the t imes. But the Sanskrit originals were lost at the time of the 
partial deluge of our country. " . . . (See Theosophist of J une, r 88o, " Some Things 
the Aryans Knew.") For Agneydstra, see Wilson ' s  Specimens of the Hindu Theatre, I . ,  p .  297· 

t Some wonderful, artificial ly-made beast, similar in some way to Frankenstein's 
creation, which spoke and warned his master of every approaching danger. The 
master was a " black magician , "  the mechanical animal was informed by a djin, an 
Elemental, according to the accounts . The blood of a pure man alone could destroy 
him. Vide Part I I . ,  xxvi i . ,  "Seven in Astronomy,  Science, and Magic. " 

t The four Karmic gods, called the Four Maharajahs in the Stanzas. 
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" Tlze great King fell upon his dazzling Face and wept. 

" When the Kings assembled the waters had already moved . . .  

"(But) the nations had now crossed the dry lands. They were beyond the 

water mark . Their Kings reached them in their Viwans, and led them on to the 

lands of Fire and Metal (East an d Nor th) . "  

Still, in an other pa ssage, i t  is sa id : -
" . . . .  Stars ( me te ors) showered on the lands of the black Faces ; but they 

slept .  

" The speaking beasts ( the mag ic wa tchers) kept quiet. 

" The nether lords waited for orders, but they came not, for their masters slept. 

" The waters arose , and covered the valleys from one end of the Earth to the other. 

High lands remained, the bottom of the Earth ( the lan ds of the an tip ode s) 
remained dry.  There dwelt those wko escaped ; the men of the yellow-faces and 

of the straight eye (the frank an d sin cere people) . 
" When the Lords of the Dark Faces awoke and bethought themselves of their 

Viwans in order to escape from the rising waters, they found them gone . "  

Then a pa ssage sh ow s  some of the more p owerful magi cians of the 
" Dark Fa ce " -wh o aw oke earlier than the other s-pur suing those 
w ho ha d " sp oil t them " an d wh o were in the rear -guar d, f or 
" the nations that were led away, were as thick as the stars of the milky way," 
sa ys a m ore m odern C ommentar y, wr itten in Sanskr it onl y. 

" Like as a dragon-snake uncoils slowly its body, so the Sons of men, led on by the 
Sons of Wisdo111 , opmed their folds, and spreading out, expanded like a running 

stream of sweet zvaters . . . . . .  many of the faint-hearted among them perished 

on their way. But most were saved ." 

Yet the p ursuers , " wh ose hea ds an d che sts soare d high ab ove the 
wa ter," chase d them " f or three lunar term s" un til finall y rea che d b y 
the ris ing waves, the y  per ishe d to the la st man , the s oil sinking un der 
their fee t an d the earth engulfing th ose wh o ha d de se cra te d  her. 

T his s oun ds a g ood deal l ike the or ig inal ma ter ial up on wh ich the 
sim ilar s tor y in Exodus wa s bu il t  man y hun dre d th ou san ds of years la ter. 
The b iograp hy of Mose s, th e stor y of h is b ir th ,  chil dh ood an d re scue 
fr om the Nile b y  Phara oh' s daugh ter, is n ow sh own to have been 
a dapte d fr om the Chal dean narra tive ab out Sarg on.  An d if so, the 
A ssyr ian tile in the Br itish Mu seum be ing a g ood pr oof of it, wh y n ot 
tha t  of the Jew s  r obb ing the Eg yp tian s of the ir j ewel s, the dea th of 
P hara oh an d hi s arm y, an d so on ? The g igan tic mag ician s of 
Ru ta an d Da itya , the " l or ds of the Dark Fa ce ," ma y have be come in 
the later narra tive the Eg yptian Mag i, an d the yell ow-fa ce d  na tion s of 
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the Fif th Ra ce,  the v ir tu ou s  son s of Ja cob, the " ch o sen pe ople . "  
One m ore sta temen t ha s t o  be made : There have been several Div ine 
Dyna stie s-a ser ie s  f or ever y Roo t Ra ce beg inn ing w ith the Third, 
ea ch serie s  a ccord ing and adap ted to its Human ity. The la st Seven 
Dyna stie s referred to in the Eg yp tian and Chaldean re cord s bel ong to the 
Fif th Ra ce ,  wh ich,  th ough generall y called Ar yan, wa s n o t  en tirel y so , 
as i t  wa s ever largel y m ixed up w ith ra ce s  to wh ich E thn ol og y gives 
other na me s. It w ould be imp o ssible , in v iew of the li mited spa ce a t  
our d isp o sal , to g o  an y fur ther in to the de scr ip ti on of the Atlan tea ns, in 
wh om the wh ole Ea st believe s a s  mu ch a s  we bel ieve in the an cien t 
Eg yp tian s, bu t wh ose exi sten ce th e ma jor ity of the We stern Scien tis ts 
den y, a s  the y  have denied , bef ore th is, man y a iru th,  fr om the e xis ten ce 
of H omer d own to tha t  of the carr ier p ige on. The civ ili zation o f  the 
A tlan tean s wa s grea ter even than tha t  of the Egypt ian s. I t  is their 
degenera te de scendan ts, the na tion of Pla to's Atlan tis ,  wh ich buil t the 
fir st P yra mid s in the coun tr y, and tha t  ' cer ta inl y bef ore the adven t of 
the " Ea stern lEth iop ian s, "  a s  Her od o tu s  call s the Eg yp tian s. This ma y 
be well inferred fr o m  the sta te men t made b y  Ammianu s Mar cel linus , wh o 
sa ys of the P yra mid s tha t  "there are al so subterranean passages and 
w inding re trea ts, wh ich, i t  i s  sa id, men sk ilful in the an cien t mys teries, 
h y  mean s of wh ich the y  divined the co ming of a flo od,  cons tr ucted in 
differen t pla ce s  le st the mem ory of all their sa cred cere monies should be 
l o st. " 

The se men wh o " divined the co ming of flo o ds " were n o t  Egyptians, 
wh o never had an y, ex cep t the per iodi cal ri sing o f  the Nile. \Vh o were 
the y  ? The la st remnan ts of the Atlan teans, we ma in ta in .  Th o se 
ra ce s  whi ch are d iml y su spe cted b y  Scien ce, and th ink ing of whi ch Mr. 
Ch. G ould , the well -kn own ge ol og ist, sa ys: "Can we supp ose tha t  we 
have a t  all e xhau sted the grea t museu m of na ture ? Have we, in fa ct, 
pene tra ted ye t be yond i ts an te chamber s? Doe s the wri tten hi stor y of 
man, co mpr ising a few t housand year s, embra ce the wh ole course of h is 
in telligen t e xisten ce ? Or have we in the l ong mythi cal eras, exten ding 
over hundred s of th ou sand s of years, and re corded in the chr on ol ogie s 
of Cha ldea and of Ch ina, shad ow y me men tos of pre-h istor ic man , 
handed d own b y  trad ition, and perhap s tran sp orted by a few survivors 
t o  e xis ting land s fr o m  o ther s, wh ich ,  l ike the fable d(?) Atlan tis of Pla to , 
ma y have been sub merged, or the scene of so me grea t catastr ophe 
whi ch de str o yed them w ith all the ir civili zati on " (" Mythical Monsters ."  

f .  I g) . 
Af ter th is one can turn w ith more confiden ce t o  the w ord s of a Master 

wh o wr ote,  several year s bef ore these w ord s were penned by Mr . 
Gould : -" The Four th Ra ce had its peri od s of the highes t civili za ti on .  
Greek and Roman and even Eg yp tian civ ili zat ion s  are noth ing co m-

Theosophical University Press Online Edition



T H E  SEC RET DOCTRI N E .  

pare d to the civ il iza ti ons tha t  began w ith the Th ird Ra ce ' '-af ter its 
separa tion .  

Bu t if th is civ il iza tion an d the mas tery of arts an d s cien ces are 
den ie d  to the Th ir d  an d Four th Ra ces , n o  one w ill deny tha t  be tween 
the grea t civ il iza tions of ant iqu ity, su ch as th ose of E gyp t an d India , 
there s tre tch e d  the dark a ges of crass i gn oran ce an d barbar is m  ever 
sin ce the be ginn ing of the Chris tian era up to our modern civ il iza tion ; 
during wh ich per iod all re colle ction of these tra di tions was l os t. As 
sa id in Isis Unveiled : "\:Vhy sh oul d we f or ge t  tha t, a ges bef ore the 
pr ow of the a dven tur ous Gen oese cl ove the Wes tern wa ters , the 
Phceni cian vessels ha d circu mnaviga te d  the gl obe ,  an d sprea d civili za 
tion in re gions n ow s ilen t an d deser te d  ? \iVha t ar ch::e ol ogis t will dare 
asser t tha t  the sa me han d wh ich planne d the Pyra mids of Egyp t, 
Karnak, an d the th ousan d ru ins n ow cru mbl in g  to obl iv ion on the 
san dy banks of the Nile, di d not ere ct the monu men tal Na gk on -Wa t of 
Camb odia ? or tra ce the hier oglyph ics on the obel isks an d doors of the 
deser te d  In dian villa ge , newly dis covere d in Br itish C olu mbia by L or d  
Dufferin ? or th ose on the ru ins of Palenque an d U xmal, of Cen tral 
Amer ica ? Do n ot the reli cs we treasure in our museu ms-las t 
me men tos of the l on g  ' l os t  ar ts ' -speak l ou dly in fav our of an cien t 
civ ili za ti on ?  An d do they n ot pr ove,  over an d over again, tha t  na tion s 
an d con tinen ts tha t  have passe d away have burie d al ong wi th the m  
ar ts an d s cien ces, wh ich nei ther the firs t cru cible ever hea te d  in a 
me di::eval cl ois ter ,  n or the las t cra cke d by a modern che mis t, have 
rev ive d, n or w ill -a t  leas t, in the presen t cen tury ."  

An d the sa me ques tion may be pu t n ow tha t  was pu t then ; i t  may 
be on ce more asked : " How does i t happen tha t  the mos t a dvan ced 
stan dpoin t tha t  has been rea che d in our times, only enables us to see in 
the dim dis tan ce up the Alpine pa th of kn owle dge the monu men tal 
pr oofs tha t  earl ier e xpl orers have lef t to mark the pla teau x they ha d 
rea che d an d occup ie d ? 

" If modern mas ters are s o  mu ch in a dvan ce of th e ol d ones, why do 
they n ot res tore to us the l os t  ar ts of our p os tdiluvian f orefa thers ? 
Why do they n ot give us the unfa din g col ours of Lu xor -the Tyr ian 
purple ; the br igh t  ver mili on an d da zzlin g blue wh ich de cora te the 
walls of th is pla ce ,  an d are as bri gh t  as on the firs t day of the ir appl i
ca ti on ? The in des tru ctible ce men t of the pyra mids an d of an cien t 
aque du cts ; the Da ma scus bla de ,  wh ich can be turne d like a corks crew 
in i ts s cabbar d w ith ou t break in g; the g or ge ou s , unparallele d tin ts of 
the sta ine d glass tha t  is f oun d a mi d  the dus t  of ol d ru ins an d bea ms in 
the w in dows of an cien t ca the drals ; an d the se cre t  of the true malleable 
glas s? An d if che mis try is so li ttle able to r iva l even the early 
me di::eval a ge s  in s ome ar ts ,  why b oa st of a ch ieve men ts whi ch ,  a ccor d-
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ing to str ong pr obabili ty ,  were perfe ctl y  kn own th ou san d s  of year s ag o 
The more ar ch::e ol ogy an d phil ol ogy a dvance , the m ore hu milia ting to 
our pri de are the di scoverie s wh ich are daily ma de, the m ore gl ori ou s  
te stim ony d o  they bear in behalf of th ose wh o, perhap s on a ccoun t of 
the di stan ce of their rem ote an tiqui ty ,  have been un til n ow c on si dere d 
ign oran t floun derer s in the deepe st mire of super sti ti on ." 

Am ong other ar ts an d scien ce s, the an cien ts-ay , a s  a he irl oom fr om 
the Atlan tean s-ha d th ose of a str on omy an d symb oli sm, whi ch in clu de d 
the kn owle dge of the Z odia c. 

As alrea dy e xplaine d ,  the wh ole of an tiqui ty believe d ,  wi th g ood 
rea son,  tha t  hu mani ty an d i ts ra ce s  are all in tima tely conne cte d  wi th 
the plane ts, an d the se wi th Z odiacal sign s. The wh ole w orl d ' s Hi story 
i s  re corde d in the la tter. In the an cien t temple s of Egyp t thi s  wa s 
pr ove d by the Den dera Z odia c ; bu t e xcep t  in an Arabi c w ork , the 
pr oper ty of a Sufi, the wri ter ha s never me t wi th a corre ct copy of the se 
marvell ou s  re cor d s  of the pa st, a s  al so of the future , hi stor y  of ou r 
gl obe. Ye t the original re cor d s  e xi st, m ost un deniably. 

A s  Eur opean s are una cquain te d  wi th the real Z od ia cs of In d ia ,  n or 
d o  they un der stan d th ose they happen t o  kn ow (wi tne ss Ben tley) , the 
rea der i s  a dvi se d , in or der to verify the sta temen t, to turn to the w ork 
of Den on (Travels in Egvpt, Vol. II. )  in whi ch ,  if understood, the tw o 
fam ou s  Egyp tian Z odiac s, can be f oun d an d e xamine d .  Hav ing seen 
them per sonally, the wri ter ha s n o  l onger nee d to tru st to wha t other 
stu den ts-wh o have e xamine d an d stu die d b oth very carefully -have to 
say of them. As a sser te d  by the Egyp tian Prie sts to Her od otu s, wh o wa s 
inf or me d  tha t  the terre strial P ole and the P ole of the E clipti c ha d f ormerl y 
coin ci de d , thu s  wa s i t  f oun d an d c orr ob ora te d  by Ma ckey. ':' For he sta te s 
tha t the P ole s are repre sen te d  on the Z odia cs in b oth p osi ti on s, " An d  
in tha t  whi ch sh ow s the P ole s (p olar a xe s) a t  righ t angle s, there are 
mark s which pr ove tha t  ' i t  wa s n ot the la st time they were in tha t  
p ositi on ;  but the first '-af ter the Z odiac s ha d been trace d . "  "Capri 
corn ," he a d d s, "i s repre sen te d a t  the Nor th P ole , an d Cancer i s  
divide d , near i ts mid dle, a t  the Sou th P ole ; whi ch i s  a confir ma ti on tha t  
originally they ha d their win ter when the Sun wa s in Can cer ; bu t the 
chief charac teri sti cs of i ts being a m onumen t commem ora ting the first 
time tha t  the P ole ha d been in tha t  p osi ti on ,  are the Li on an d the 
Virgin ."  ( See in Par t II. , § "A Mystery of the Z odiac .")  

Br oadly calculate d ,  i t  i s  believe d by the Egyp tol ogi sts tha t  the grea t 
P yrami d wa s buil t 3 . 350 B.C .  (See Proctor, Knowledge , Vol. I .  pp . 242 , 
4 oo) ; an d tha t  Mene s  an d hi s D yna sty e xi ste d 750 year s bef ore the Four th 

• " The Mythological Astronomy of the Ancients Demonstrated " by a strangely 
intuitional symbologist and astronomer, a kind of a self-made adept of Norwich ,  who 
lived in the first quarter of this century. 
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Dynasty (supposed to have built the  Pyramids) had appeared (" The 
Great Pyramid," Staniland Wake) . Thus 4, 1 00 years B .C .  is the 
age assigned to Menes. Now Sir J. Gardner Wilkinson' s  declaration 
that "all the facts lead to the conclusion that the Egyptians had already 
made very great progress in the arts of civilization before the age of Mcncs, 
and perhaps before they immigrated into the valley of the Nile " (Rawlinson 's 
" Herodotus, "  vol. ii. p .  345) is very suggestive , as destroying this hypo
thesis. It points to great civilization in prehistoric times, and a still 
greater antiquity. The Schesoo -Hor (" the servants of Horus ") were 
the people who had settled in Egypt ; and, as M. G. Maspero affirms, 
it is  to  this prehistoric race that " belongs the honour . . .  of having 
founded the principal cities of Egypt , and established the most important 
sanctuaries ." This was before the great Pyramid epoch, and when Egypt 
had hardly arisen from the waters . Yet " they possessed the hiero
glyphic form of writing special to the Egyptians, and must have been 
already considerably advanced in civilization ."  I t  was, says Lenor
mant , " the country of the great prehistoric sanctuaries, seats of the 
sacerdotal dominion, which played the most important part in the origin 
of civilization . "  What i s  the date assigned to this people ? \Ve hear 
of 4,ooo, at the utmost of 5 ,ooo years B .C .  (Maspero) . Now it is 
claimed that it is by means of the cycle of 25 , 868 years (the Sidereal 
year) that the approximate year of the erection of the Great Pyramid 
can be ascertained. " Assuming that the long narrow downward passage 
was directed towards the pole star of the pyramid builders , astronomers 
have shown that . . . .  Alpha Draconis, the then pole-star, was in the 
required position about 3 ,350 B .C . ,  as well as in 2 , 1 70 B .C .  (Proctor, 
quoted by Staniland Wake.) But we are also told that " this relative 
position of Alpha Draconis and Alcyone being an extraordinary one . . 
it could not occur again for a whole sidereal year " (ibid) . This demon
strates that, since the Dendera Zodiac shows the passage of three side
real years, the great Pyramid must have been built 78 ,ooo years ago, or in 
any case that this possibility deserves to be accepted at least as readily 
as the later date of 3 , 350 B.C .  

Now on the Zodiac o f  a certain temple in  far Northern India , a s  on  
the  Dendera Zodiac, the same characteristics o f  the signs are found . 
Those who know well the Hindu symbols and constellations,  will be 
able to find out by the description of the Egyptian, whether the indica
tions of the chronological time are correct or not. On the Dendera 
Zodiac as preserved by the modern Egyptian Coptic and Greek adepts,  
and explained a little differently by M ackey, the Lion stands upon the 
Hydra and his tail is almost straight , pointing downwards at an angle 
of forty or fifty degrees, this position agreeing with the original conformation 
of these constellations. " But in many places we see the Lion (Simlza) , "  

Theosophical University Press Online Edition



THEORIES OF A SELF-MADE ADEPT.  43 3 

Mackey adds, " with his tail turned up over his back, and ending with 
a Serpent's  head ; thereby showing that the Lion had been ' inverted ' ;  
which, indeed, must have been the case with the whole Zodiac and 
every other Constellation, when the Pole had been inverted. "  

Speaking of t h e  Circular Zodiac,  given also b y  Denon, he says :
There, " the Lion is  standing on the Serpent ,  and his tail forming a 

curve downward , from which it is found that though six or seven hundred 
thousand years must have passed between the two positions , yet they had 
made but little difference between in the constellations of Leo and the 
H ydra ; while Virgo is represented very differently in the two. I n  the 
circular Zodiac, the Virgin is nursing her child ; but it  seems that they 
had not had that idea when the pole was first within the plane of the 
Ecliptic ; for in this Zodiac ,  as given by Denon, we see three Virgins 
between the Lion and the Scales , the last of which holds in her hand an ear 
of wheat. I t  is m uch to be lamented that there is in this Zodiac a 
breach of the figure in the latter part of Leo and the beginning of Virgo 
which has taken away one Decan out of each sign."  

N evertheless, the meaning is plain, as the three Zodiacs belong to 
three different epochs : namely, to the last three family races of the 
fourth Sub-race of the Fifth Root-race, each of which must have lived 
approximately from 25 to 3o ,ooo years. The first of these (the " Aryan
Asiatics ") witnessed the doom of the last of the populations of the 
" giant Atlanteans " '' who perished some Sso,ooo year s ago (the Ruta and 
D aitya I sland- Continents) toward the close of the M iocene Age. t The 
fourth sub-race witnessed the destruction of the last remnant of 
the Atlanteans-the Aryo- Atlanteans in the last island of Atlantis, 
namely, some I I , ooo years ago. I n  order to understand this the reader 

• The term " Atlantean " must not mislead the reader to regard these as one race 
only, or even a nation . It is as though one said " Asiatics ." Many, multityped , and 
various were the Atlanteans, who represented several humanities, and almost a countless 
number of races and nations, more varied indeed than would be the " Europeans " 
were this name to be given indiscriminately to the five existing parts of the world ; 
which , at the rate colonization is proceeding, will be the case, perhaps , in less than 
two or three hundred years. There were brown , red ,  yellow,  white and black 
Atlanteans ; giants and dwarfs (as some African tribes comparatively are, even now) . 

t Says a teacher in " Esoteric Buddhism, "  on p. 64 : " In the Eocene age, even in  
i ts  very first part , the great cycle of the fourth race men the (Lemuro) Atlanteans had 
already reached its highest pomt (of civilization) ,  and the great continent ,  the father 
of nearly all the present cont inents ,  showed the first symptoms of sinking . . . .  " And 
on page 70, it is shown that Atlantis as a whole perished during the Miocene period . 
To show how the continents ,  races, nations and cycles overlap each other, one has but 
to think of Lemuria, the last of whose lands perished about 7oo,ooo years before the 
beginn ing of the Tertiary period (see p. 65 of the same work) , and the last of " Atlantis " 
only I I ,ooo years ago ; thus both overlapping-one the Atlantean period , and the 
other the Aryan. 
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is asked t o  glance at the diagram of the genealogical tree of the Fifth 
Root- Race-generally, though hardly correctly, called the Aryan race, 
and the explanations appended to it .  

Let the reader remember 
well that which is  said of 
the divisions of Root Races 
and the evolution of Hu
manity in this  work, and 
stated clearly and concisely 
in Mr.  Sinnett ' s  " Esoteric 
B uddhism . "  

r .  There are seven 
RouNDS in every manvan
tara ; this one is the Fourth, 
and we are in the Fifth 
Root - Race, at present . 

2 .  Each Root- Race has 
seven sub-races. 

3· Each sub-race has, 
in its turn, seven rami
fications, which may be 
called Branch or " Family " 
races. 

4· The little tribes, 
shoots , and offshoots of 
the last-named are count
less and depend on Kar
mic action. Examine the 
" genealogical tree " hereto 
appended, and you will understand. The illustration is  purely 
diagrammatic, and is only intended to assist the reader in obtaining a 
slight grasp of the subject , amidst the confusion which exists between 
the terms which have been used at different times for the divisions of 
Humanity. I t  is also here attempted to  express in figures- but only 
within approximate limits, for the sake of comparison-the duration of 
time through which it is possible to definitely distinguish one division 
from another. It would only lead to hopeless confusion if any attempt 
were made to give accurate dates to a few ; for the Races , Sub- Races, 
etc . ,  etc. , down to their smallest ramifications, overlap and are entangled 
with each other until it is nearly impossible to separate them . 

The human Race has been compared to a tree, and this serves 
admirably as an illustration.  

The main stem of a tree may be compared to the R O O T - R A C E  (A) . 
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I t s  larger limbs to the various s u B - RAC E S ; seven in number (B' , B2) . 

On each of these limbs are seven BRAN C H E S ,  OR FAM I LY- RAC E S  (c) . 
After this the cactus-plant is a better illustration, for its fleshy 

" leaves " are covered with sharp spines, each of which may be 
compared t o  a nation or tribe of human beings. 

N ow our Fifth Root- Race has already been in existence-as a 
race sui generis and quite free from its parent stem-about r ,ooo,ooo 
years ; therefore it must be inferred that each of the four preced
ing Sub- Races has lived approximately 2 r o ,ooo years ; thus each 
Family- Race has an average existence of about 3o ,ooo years . Thus 
the European " Family R ace " has still a good many thousand years to 
run , although the nations or the innumerable spines upon it, vary with 
each succeeding " season " of three or four thousand years. I t  is some
what curious to mark the comparative approximation of duration 
between the lives of a " Family- Race " and a " Sidereal year." 

The knowledge of the foregoing, and the accurately correct division , 
formed part and parcel of the Mysteries, where these Sciences were 
taught to the disciples,  and where they were transmitted by one hiero
phant to another. Everyone is aware that the European astronomers 
assign (arbitrarily enough) the date of the invention of the Egyptian 
Zodiac to the years 2000 or 2400 B . C .  (Proctor) ; and insist that this in
vention coincides in its date with that of the erection of the Great 
Pyramid. This ,  to an Occultist and Eastern astronomer, must appear 
quite absurd . The year of the Kaliyuga is said to have begun between 
the 1 7th and r 8th of February in the year 3 1 02 B . C .  N ow the Hindus 
claim that in the year 20400 before Kaliyugam, the origin of their 
Zodiac coincided with the spring equinox-there being at the time a 
conj unction of the Sun and M oon-and Bailly proved by a lengthy and 
careful computation of that date, that, even if fictitious, the epoch from 
which they had started to establish the beginning of their Kaliyug was 
very real. That " epoch is the year 3 102  before our era , "  he writes.  
(See Part Ill. , Book I. " Hindu A stronomy defended by an A cademician" .) 
The lunar eclipse arriving j ust a fortnight after the beginning of the 
black Age-it took place in a point situated between the Wheat 
Ear of Virgo and the star 8 (II) of the same constellation. One of 
their most esoteric Cycles is based upon certain conjunctions and 
respective positions of Virgo and the Pleiades-(Krittika) . Hence, as 
the Egyptians brought their Zodiac from Southern I ndia and Lanka , ':' 
the esoteric meaning was evidently identical . The three " Virgins. " or 
Virgo in three different positions, meant, with both, the record of the 
first three " divine or astronomical Dynasties," who taught the Third 

• Ceylon, 
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Root - Race ; and after having abandoned t h e  Atlanteans to their 
doom , ret urned (or redescended , rather) during the third Sub - Race of 
the Fifth,  in order to reveal to saved humanity the mysteries of their 
birth-place-the sidereal Heavens.  The same symbolical record of the 
human races and the three Dynasties (Gods, Manes-semi-divine 
astrals of the Third and Fourth,  and the " H eroes " of the Fifth Race) , 
which preceded the purely human kings , was found in the distribution of 
the tiers and passages of the Egyptian Labyrinth .  As the three 
inversions of the Poles of course changed the face of the Zodiac , a 
new one had to be constructed each time. I n  Mackey's  " Sphinxiad " 
the speculations of the bold author must have horrified the orthodox 
portion of the population of Norwich , as he says, fantastically enough :-

" But,  after all ,  the greatest length of time recorded by those 
monuments (the Labyrinth ,  the Pyramids and the Zodiacs) does not 
exceed five millions of years (which is not so r ;  which falls short of the 
records given us both by the (esoteric) Chinese and Hindus ; which 
latter nation has registered a knowledge of time for seven or eight 
millions of years ! ; which I have seen upon a talisman of porcelain . . . .  " 

The Egyptian priests had the Zodiacs of the Atlantean Asura- Maya,  
as the modern H indus still have . As stated in " Esoteric Buddhism," 
the Egyptians, as well as the Greeks and " Romans " some thousand 
years ago, were " remnants of the Atlanto- Aryans ,"  i . e . ,  the former, of 

the older , or the Ruta Atlanteans ; the last-named, the descendants of 
the last race of that island, whose sudden disappearance was narrate d 
to Solon by the Egyptian I nitiates .  The human Dynasty of the older 
Egyptians, beginning with Menes,  had all the knowledge of the Atlanteans , 
though there was no more Atlantean blood in their veins.  N evertheless , 
they had preserved all their Archaic records.  All this has been shown 
long ago. ! And i t  i s  j ust because the Egyptian Zodiac is between 
75 and So,ooo years old that the Zodiac of the Greeks is far later . 
Volney has correctly pointed out in his " Ruins of Empires . ,  (p.  3 60) 
that it is only r 6,g84 years old, or up to the present date r 7 ,o8z . §  

• The forefathers of the Aryan Brah mins had their Zodiacal calculations and Zodiac 
from those born by Kriyasakti power, the " Sons of Yoga " ; the Egyptians from the 
Atlanteans oi Ruta. 

t The former, therefore, may have registered time for seven or eight millions of 
years, but the Egyptians could not. 

t This question was amply challenged, and as amply discussed and answered. See 
Five Ymrs of Theosophy. (Art. " Mr. Sinnett's Esoteric Buddhism , "  pp. 325-46) . 

§ Volney says that , as Aries was in its r sth degree 1447 B .C . ,  it follows that the first 
degree of " Libra " could not have coincided with the vernal equinox more lately 
than 15 , 194 years B.C. , to which if you add 1790 since Christ , when Volney wrote this, 
it appears that 16 ,984 years have elapsed since the (Greek or rather Hellenic) origin of 
the Zodiac. 
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C O N C L U S I O N .  

Space for bids u s  to say anything more , and this part o f  t h e  " Secret 
Doctrine " has to be close d .  The forty-nine Stanzas and the few 
fragments from the Commentaries j ust given are all that can be 
published in these volumes. These, with some still older records-to 
which none but the highest Initiates have access-and a whole library 
of comments ,  glossaries, and explanations, form the synopsis of Man' s 
genesis .  

I t  i s  from t h e  Commentaries that we have hitherto quoted a n d  tried 
to explain the hidden meaning of some of the allegories, thus showing 
the true views of esoteric antiquity upon geology, anthropology, and 
even ethnology. We will endeavour in the Part which follows, to 
establish a still closer metaphysical connection between the earliest 
races and their Creators, the divine men from other worlds ; accompany
ing the statements proffered with the most important demonstrat ions of 
the same in esoteric Astronomy and Symbolism.  

I n  Volume I I I .  of this  work (the said volume and the I Vth being almost 
ready) a brief history of all the great adepts known to the ancient s  
a n d  t h e  moderns in their chronological order will be given , as  also a 
bird 's  eye view of the Mysteries, their birth,  growth ,  decay, and final 
death-in Europe. This could not find room in the present work . 
Volume I V .  will be almost entirely devoted to Occult teachings . 

The duration of the periods that separate , in space and time, the 
Fourth from the Fifth Race-in the historical ':' or even the legendary 
beginnings of the latter-is too tremendous for us to offer, even to a 

Theosophist,  any more detailed accounts of them. During the course 
of the post-diluvian ages-marked at certain periodical epochs by the 
most terrible cataclysms-too many races and nations were born , and 
have disappeared almost without leaving a trace, for any one to offer 
any description of the slightest value concerning t hem . Whether the 
Masters of Wisdom have a consecutive and full history of our race 
from its incipient stage down to the present times ; whether they pos
sess the uninterrupted record of man since he became the complete 
physical being, and bec-ame thereby the king of the animals and master 
on this earth-is not for the writer to  say. Most probably they have, 

* The word " historical " is  used, because, although historians have dwarfed almost 
absurdly the dates that separate certain events from our modern day, nevertheless, 
once that they are known and accepted, they belong to history . Thus the Trojan War 
is an historical event ; and though even less than r ,ooo years B .C .  is the date assigned 
to it, yet in truth it is nearer 6 ,ooo than 5 ,ooo years B .C .  
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and such is our own personal conviction . B u t  if so, this knowledge is 
only for the highest Initiates, who do not take their students into their 
confidence. The writer can, therefore , give but what she has herself 
been taught , and no more. 

But even this will appear to the profane reader rather as a weird ,  
fantastic dream , than as a possible reality. 

This is only natural and as  it should be, since for years such was the 
impression made upon the humble writer of these pages herself. Born 
and bred in European , matter-of-fact and presumably civilized countries ,  
she  assimilated the foregoing with the  utmost difficulty. But  there are 
proofs of a certain character which become irrefutable and are undeni
able in the long run, to every earnest and unprejudiced mind . For a 
series of years such were offered to her, and now she has the full 
certitude that our present globe and its human races must have been 
born, grown and developed in this, and in no other way. 

But this is the personal view of the writer ; and her orthodoxy cannot 
be expected to have any more weight than any other " doxy , "  in the 
eyes of those to whom every fresh theory i s  heterodox until otherwise 
proved . Therefore are we Occultists fully prepared for such questions 
as these : " H ow does one know that the writer has not invented the 
whole scheme ? And supposing she has not, how can one tell that the 
whole of the foregoing, as  given in the Stanzas,  is not the product of 
the imagination of the ancients ? How could they have preserved the 
records of such an immense, such an in credible antiquity ? " 

The answer that the history of this world since it s  formation and to 
its end " is written in the stars , "  i .e . ,  is  recorded in the Zodiac and 
the Universal Symbolism whose keys are in the keeping of the I nitiates,  
will  hardly satisfy the doubters.  The antiquity of the Zodiac in Egypt 
is much doubted, and it is denied point-blank with regard to India . " Your 
conclusions are often excellent ,  but your premises are always doubtful , "  
the writer was once told by a profane friend. T o  this ,  the answer came 
that it was one point , at least , gained on the scientific syllogisms. For, 
with the exception of a few problems from the domain of purely 
physical science, both the premises and conclusions of the men of 
S cience are as hypothetical as they are almost invariably erroneous.  
And if they do not so appear to  the profane, the reason is  simply this : the 
said profane is  very little aware, taking as he does his scientific data on 
faith, that both premises and conclusions are generally the product of 
the same brains, which , however learned, are not infallible ; a truism 
demonstrated daily by the shifting and re- shifting of scientific theories 
and speculations.  

H owever it may be, the records of the temples, Zodiacal and tradi· 
tional ,  as well as  the ideographic records of the East, as  read by the 
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adepts of the Sacred Science and Vidya, are not a whit more doubtful 
than the so-called ancient history of the European nations, now edited, 
corrected, and amplified by half a century of archaoological discoveries , 
and the very problematical readings of the Assyrian tiles, cuneiform frag
ments ,  and Egyptian hieroglyphics.  So are our data based upon the 
same readings, in addition to  an almost inexhaustible number of Secret 
works of which Europe knows nothing-plus the perfect knowledge by 
the Initiates of the symbolism of every word so recorded. Some of 
t hese records belong to an im mense antiquity. Every archoeologist and 
palaoontologist is  acquainted with the ideographic productions of 
certain semi-savage tribes , who from time immemorial have aimed at 
rendering their thoughts symbolically . This is the earliest m ode of 
recording events and ideas. And how old this knowledge is  in 
the human race may be inferred from some signs,  evidently ideo
graphic, found on hatchets of the Palaoolith ic period. The red Indian 
tribes of America, only a few years ago comparatively speaking, 
petitioned the President of the U nited States to grant them 
possession of four small lakes, the petition being written on the 
tiny surface of a piece of a fabric ,  which i s  covered with barely a 
dozen representations of animals and birds .  (See Lubbock .)  The 
American savages have a number of such different kinds of writing, 
but not one of our Scientists is  yet familiar, or even knows of the early 
hieroglyphic cypher, sti l l  preserved in some Fraternities, and named in 
Occultism the Senzar. Moreover , all those who have decided to regard 
such modes of writing-e.g. , the ideographs of the Red Indians, and 
even the Chinese characters-as " attempts of the early races of man
kind to express their untutored thoughts ,"  will decidedly obj ect to our 
statement , that writing was invented by the Atlanteans, and not at  
al l  by the Phcenicians. Indeed, such a claim as that  writing was 
known to mankind many hundreds of millenniums ago, in the face of 
the philologists who have decreed that writing was unknown in the 
days of,  and to Panini,  in I ndia,  as also to the Greeks in the time of 
Homer, will be met by general disapprobation, if not with silent 
scorn. All denial and ridicule notwithstanding, the Occultists will 
maintain the claim, and simply for this reason : from Bacon down to 
our modern Royal Society, we have a too long period, full of the m ost 
ludicrous mistakes made by Science,  to warrant our believing in modern 
scientific assumptions rather than in the denials of our Teachers. Writing, 
our scientists say, was unknown to Panini ; and this sage never
theless composed a grammar which contains 3 ,gg6 rules, and is the most 
perfect of all the grammars that were ever made ! Panini is  made out 
to have lived barely a few centuries B . C . , by the most liberal ; and the 
rocks in Iran and Central Asia (whence the philologists and historians 
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show us t h e  ancestors o f  the same Panini , t h e  Brahmins, coming into 
India) are covered with writing, two and three thousand years old 
( I 2 , ooo, according to some fearless palceontologists) . 

Writing was an ars incognita in the days of Hesiod and H omer, agree
ably to Grote, and unknown to the Greeks so late as 770 B . C .  ; and the 
Phcenicians who had invented it ,  and knew writing as far back as 1 500 
B . C . ,  at the earliest, ':' were living among the Greeks,  and elbowing them , 
all the time ! All these scientific and contradictory conclusions dis
appeared, however, into thin air, when S chliemann discovered (a) the site 
of ancient Troy, whose actual existence had been so long regarded as a 
fable ; and (b), excavated on that site earthenware vessels with inscrip
tions in characters unknown to the palceontologists and the all-denying 
Sanskritists .  Who will now deny Troy , or these Archaic inscription s ? 
As Professor Virchow witnesses :-" I was myself an eye-witness of 
two such discoveries, and helped to gather the articles together. The 
slanderers have long since been silenced, who were not ashamed to 
charge the discoverer with an imposture . " +  N or were truthful women 
spared any more than truthful men. Du Chaillu,  Gordon-Cumming, 
M adame Merian, :[ Bruce, and a host of others were charged with lying. 

Madame Merian-says the author of " Mythical Monsters , "  who gives 
this information in the Introduction-was accused of deliberate false
hood in reference to her description of a bird-eating spider nearly 
two hund red years ago. But now-a- days reliable observers have 
confirmed it in regard to South America,  I ndia, and elsewhere. 
Audubon was accused by botanists of having invented the yellow water
lily, which he figured in his Birds of the South under the name of 
N ymphcea lutea , and after having lain under the imputation for years, 
was confirmed at last by the discovery of the long-lost flower in Florida 
in 1 876 (Pop .  Sci. Monthly, No. 6o, April 1 877) . And , as Audubon was 
called a liar for this, and for his Holicetus W ashingtonii, § so Victor 
H ugo was ridiculed for . . . .  his marvellous word-painting of the 
devil-fish, and his description of a man becoming its helpless victim . 
" The thing was derided as an impossibility ; yet within a few years 
were discovered, on the shores of N ewfoundland, cuttle fish with arms 
extending to thirty feet in length ,  and capable of dragging a good-sized 

* It  is an historical fact that Sanchoniathon compiled and wrote in Phremcian 
characters-from annals and State documents in the archives of th e older Phrenician 
cities-the full record of their religion in I 250 B.C.  

t Prof. Virchow, in Appendix r to Schliemann's Ilios. Murray , r 88o. 
t Gosse writes of the latter : " She is set down a thorough heretic, not at all to be 

believed, a manufacturer of unsound natural history, an inventor of false facts in 
science . "  ( " Romance of Natural History , "  p. 227 . )  

§ Dr. Cover writes : " That famous bird of Washington was a myth ; either Audubon 
was mistaken , or else, as some do not hesitate to affirm, he lied about i t . "  
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boat beneath the surface ; and their action has been reproduced for 
centuries past . . . . by ] apanese artists ."  (" Mythical Monsters , "  p.  I I 
I ntrod.) .  

And i f  Troy was denied, and regarded a s  a myth ; the existence of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii declared a fiction ; the travels of M arco Polo 
l aughed at and called as  absurd a fable as one of B aron Mi.inchausen' s  
tales, why should the writer o f  " I sis U nveiled " and o f  the " Secret 
Doctrine ' '  be any better treated ? Mr. Charles Gould, the author of the 
above-cited volume quotes in his excellent work a few lines from M acmillan 
( r 86o) , which are as true as life ,  and too much to the point not to be re
produced : " When a naturalist ,  either by visiting such spots of earth 
as  are still out of the way, or by his good fortune , finds a very queer 
plant or animal, he is  forthwith accused of inventing his game . . . . . . 
As soon as the creature is found to sin against preconception, the great 
(mis ?) guiding Spirit , a priori by name, who furnishes philosophers with 
their omniscience pro re nata , whispers that no such thing can be, and forth
with there is  a charge of hoax. The heavens themselves have been 
charged with hoaxes. When Leverrier and Adams predicted a planet 
by calculation , it was gravely asserted in some quarters that the planet 
which had been calculated was not the planet but another which had 
clandestinely and improperly got into the neighbourhood of the true 
body. The disposition to suspect hoax is stronger than the disposition to hoax. 
vVho was it that first announced that the classical writings of Greece 
and Rome were one huge hoax perpetrated by the monks in what 
the announcer would be as little or less i'lclined than Dr.  Maitland to 
call the dark ages ? " (p. I 3) · 

Thus let it be.  No disbeliever who takes the " Secret Doctrine " for 
a " hoax " is forced or even asked to credit our statements .  These 
have already been proclaimed to be such by certain very clever American 
j ournalists before even the work went to press . ':' 

N or,  is it after all, necessary that any one should believe in the Occult 
Sciences and the old teachings, before one knows anything or even 

* So far back as J uly ,  r 888, at a time when the M S S .  of this work had not yet left 
my writing table, and the Secret Doctrine was utterly unknown to the world, it  was 
already being denounced as a product of my brain and no more. These are the 
flattering terms in which the Evening Telegraph (of America) referred to this still 
unpublished work in its issue of June 30, r 888 : " A mong the fascinating books for July 
reading is Mme. Blavatsky's  new book on Theosophy . . .  ( ! )  the SECRET DocTRINE . . . . 
But because she can soar back into the Brahmin ignorance . . .  (! ?) • . .  is no proof 
that everything she says is true ." And once the prejudiced verdict given on the mistaken 
notion that my book was out, and that the reviewer had read it, neither of which was 
or could be the case , now that it  is really out the critic will have to support his first 
statement , whether correct or otherwise , and thus get out of it, probably by a more 
slashing criticism than ever. 
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believes in h i s  own soul. N o  great truth w a s  ever accepted a priori. 
and generally a century or two passed before it began to glimmer in 
the human consciousness as a possible verity, except in such cases as  
the positive discovery of the thing claimed as a fact. The truths of  
to-day are the falsehoods and errors of yesterday, and vice versii . I t  is 
only in the XXth century that portions,  if not the whole, of the present 
work will be vindicated.  

I t  is  no fact going against our statements, therefore , even if Sir John 
Evans does affirm that writing was unknown in the stone age. For it 
may have been unknown during that period in the Fifth Aryan race, and 
have been perfectly known to the Atlanteans of the Fourth,  in the 
palmy days of their highest civilization . The cycles of the rise and fall  
of the nations and races are there to account for it .  

If told that there have been cases before now of forged pseudographs 
being palmed off on the credulous ,  and that our work may be classed 
with J acolliof s " Bible in I ndia " (in which , by the way, there are 
more truths among its errors than are found in the works of orthodox 
and recognized Orient alists)-the charge and comparison will dismay 
us very little . We bide our time. Even the famous " Ezour-Veda " 
of the last century, considered by Voltaire " the most precious 
gift from the East to the West , "  and by Max M uller " about 
the silliest book that can be read , "  is  not altogether without 
facts and truths in it. The cases when the a priori negations 
of specialists became j u stified by subsequent corroborations 
form but an insignificant percentage of those that were fully vindicated 
by subsequent discoveries, and confirmed to the great dismay of the 
learned objectors.  " Ezour Veda , "  was a very small bone of 
contention compared with the triumph of Sir William Jones,  
Anquetil de Perron, and ot hers in the matter of Sanskrit and its 
literature. Such facts are recorded by Professor Max Muller himself, 
who, speaking of the discomfiture of Dugald Stewart and Co. in con
nection with this, states that " if the facts about Sanskrit were true, 
Dugald Stewart was too wise not to see that the conclusions drawn from 
them were inevitable. He therefore denied the reality of such a lan
guage as Sanskrit altogether, and wrote his famous essay to prove that 
Sanskrit had been put together after the model of Greek and Latin, by 
those arch-forgers and liars, the Brahmans, and that the whole of 
Sanskrit literature was an imposition " (Science of Language , p. 1 68) . 
The writer is quite willing and feels proud to keep company with these 
Brahmans,  and other historical " liars , "  in the opinion of our modern 
D ugald Stewarts .  She has lived too long, and her experience has been 
too varied and personal, for her not to know at least something of 
human nature. " \iVhen you doubt ,  abstain, " says the wise Zoroaster, 
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whose prudent aphorism is found corroborated in every case by daily 
l i fe and experience. Yet, like St. John the Baptist, this sage of the 
past Ages is found preaching in the desert , in company with a more 
modern philosopher, n amely Bacon , who offers the same priceless bit 
of practical \Visdom . " In contemplation ," he says (in any question of 
Knowledge, we add) , " if a man begin with certainties, he shall end m 

doubt s ; but if he will be content to begin with doubts , he shall end m 

certainties."  
\Vith t h i s  piece of advice from t h e  father o f  English Philosophy to 

the representatives of British scepticism we ought to close the debate , 
but our theosophical readers are entitled to a final piece of Occult 
information . 

Enough was said to show that evolution in general ,  events ,  mankind, 
and everything else in Nature proceed in cycles. We have spoken of 
seven Races,  five of which have nearly completed their earthly career, 
and have claimed that  every Root - Race, with its sub-races and innumer
able family divisions and tribes , was entirely distinct from its preceding 
and succeeding race. This will be objected to, on the authority of 
uniform experience in the question of Anthropology, and Ethnology. 
Man was-save in colour and type, and perhaps a difference in facial 
peculiarities and cranial capacity-ever the same under every climate 
and in every part of the world, say the Naturalists : ay, even in 
stature. This,  while maintaining that man descends from the same 
unknown ancestor as  the ape, a claim that is  logically impos
sible without an infinite variation of stature and form , from 
his first evolution into a biped. The very logical persons wh :> 
maintain both propositions are welcome to their paradoxical 
views . Once m ore we address only those who, doubting the general 
derivation of myths from " the contemplation of the visible workings of 
external nature " . . . .  think it,  " less hard to believe that these 
wonderful stories of gods and demi-gods, of giants and dwarfs, of 
dragons and monsters of all descriptions,  are transformations, than to 
believe them to be inventions ."  I t  is  only such " transformations " in 
physical nature, as much as in the memory and conceptions of our 
present m ankind , that the Secret Doctrine teaches .  It  confronts  the 
purely speculative hypotheses of modern Science, based upon the 
experience and exact observations of barely a few centuries, with the 
unbroken tradition and records of its Sanctuaries ; and brushing away 
that tissue of cobweb-like theories ,  spun in the darkness that covers 
a period of hardly a few millenniums back, and which Europeans call 
their " History ,"  the Old Science says to us : Listen, now, to my 
version of the memoirs of H umanity. 

The human Races are born one from the other, grow, develop, become 
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old , and die . Their sub-races and nations follow the same rule. If  
your all-denying modern science and so-called philosophy do not 
contest that the human family i s  composed of a variety of well-defined 
types and races, it is only because the fact is undeniable ; no one would 
say that there was no external difference between an Englishman, an 
African negro, and a J apanese or Chinaman. On the other hand it is 
formally denied by most naturalists that mixed human races, i.e . ,  the seeds 
for entirely new races, are any longer formed in our days. But this last 
is  maintained on good grounds by de Quatrefages and some others.  

N evertheless our general proposition will not be accepted. I t  will 
be said that whatever forms man has passed through in the long 
pre-historic Past there are no more changes for him (save certain 
variations ,  as at present) in the future. Hence that our Sixth and 
Seventh Root Races are fictions.  

To this  it is again answered : How do you know ? Your experience 
is limited to a few thousand years , to less than a day in the whole age 
of H umanity and to the present types of the actual continents and isles 
of our Fifth Race. How can you tell what will or will not be ? Mean
while, such is the prophecy of the Secret Books and their no uncertain 
statements .  

Since the beginning of the Atlantean Race many million years have 
passed, yet we find the last of the Atlanteans,  still mixed up with the 
Aryan element , I I , ooo years ago . This shows the enormous overlap
ping of one race over the race which succeeds it, though in character 
and external type the elder loses its characteristics ,  and assumes the 
new features of the younger race. This is proved in all the forma
tions of mixed human races. N ow, Occult philosophy teaches that even 
now, under our very eyes,  the new Race and Races are preparing to be 
formed,  and that it is  in America that the transformation will take 
place ,  and has already silently commenced. 

Pure Anglo- Saxons hardly three hundred years ago, the Americans 
of the United States have already become a nation apart, and, 
owing to a strong admixture of various nationalities and inter-marriage, 
almost a race sui generis, not only mentally, but also physically. 
" Every mixed race , when uniform and settled , has been able to play 
the part of a primary race in fresh crossings, "  says de Quatrefages.  
" Mankind, in its present state,  has thus been formed, certainly, for the 
greatest part , by the successive crossing of a number of races at present 
undetermined." (" The Human Species, "  p .  274.) 

Thus the Americans have become in only three centuries a " primary 
race, "  pro tem . , before becoming a race apart , and strongly separated 
from all other now existing races .  They are ,  in short , the germs of the 
Sixth sub-race, and in some few hundred years more, will become 
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most decidedly the pioneers of that race which must succeed to the 
present European or fifth sub -race, in all its new characteristics. After 
this , in about 2 5 , 000 years, they will launch into preparations for the 
seventh sub-race ; until, in consequence of cat aclysms-the first series 
of those which must one day destroy Europe ,  and still later the whole 
Aryan race (and thus affect both Americas) , as also most of the lands 
directly connected with the confines of our continent and isles-the Sixth 
Root - Race will have appeared on the stage of our Round. When shall this 
be ? \Vho knows save the great Masters of \Visdom , perchance, and they 
are as silent upon the subject as the snow-capped peaks that tower 
above them . All we know is, that it will silently come into existence ; 
so silently, indeed, that for long millenniums shall its pioneers-the 
peculiar children who will grow into peculiar men and women-be 
regarded as anomalous lusus naturili, abnormal oddities physically and 
m entally. Then , as they increase, and their num bers become with 
every age greater, one day they will awake to find themselves in a 
maj ority. I t  is the present men who will then begin to be regarded as 
e xceptional mongrels ,  until these die out in their turn in civilised 
lands ; surviving only in small groups on islands-the mountain peaks 
of to-day-where they will vegetate, degenerate, and finally die out , 
perhaps millions of years hence, as the Aztecs have, as the Nyam - N yam 
and the dwarfish Moola Koorumba of the Nilghiri H ills are dying. All 
these are the remnants of once mighty races, the recollection of whose 
existence has entirely died out of the remembrance of the modern 
generations, j ust as we shall vanish from the memory of the Si xth 
Race Humanity. The Fifth will overlap the Sixth Race for many 
hundreds of millenniums, changing with it slower than its new successor, 
still changing in stature, general physique, and mentality, j ust a s  the 
Fourth overlapped our Aryan race, and the Third had overlapped the 
Atlanteans . 

This proc�:ss of preparation for the Sixth great Race must last 
throughout the whole sixth and seventh sub-races (vide supra, the 
diagram of the Genealogical Tree of the Fifth Race) . But the last 
remnants of the Fifth Continent will not disappear until some time 
after the birth of the new Race ; when another and new dwelling, the 
sixth continent , will have appeared above the new waters on the face of 
the globe, so as to receive the new stranger . To it also will emigrate 
and settle all those who shall be fortunate en ough to escape the general 
disaster. When this shall be-as j ust said-it is not for the writer to 
know. Only, as nat ure no more proceeds by sudden j umps and starts,  
than man changes suddenly from a child into a mature man, the final 
cataclysm will be preceded by many smaller submersions and destruc
tions both by wave and volcanic fires. The exultant pulse will beat 
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high in t h e  heart of t h e  race now in t h e  American zone, but there will 
be no more Americans when the Sixth Race commences ; no more, in 
fact ,  than Europeans ; for they will have now become a new race, and 
many new nations. Yet the Fifth will not die, but survive for a while : 
overlapping the new Race for many hundred thousands of years to 
come, it will become transformed with it-slower than its new successor
still getting entirely altered in mentality, general physique, and stature. 
Mankind will not grow again into giant bodies as in the case of the 
Lemurians and the Atlanteans ; because while the evolution of the 
Fourth race led the latter down to the very bottom of materiality in its 
physical development ,  the present Race is on its ascending arc ; and the 
Sixth will be rapidly growing out of its bonds of matter, and even of 
flesh. 

Thus it is  the mankind of the N ew world-one by far the senior of 
our Old one, a fact men had also forgotten-of Patala (the An tipodes, 
or the N ether World , as America is  called in I ndia) , whose mission and 
Karma it is ,  to sow the seeds for a forthcoming, grander, and far more 
glorious Race than any of those we know of at present.  The Cycles of 
M atter will be succeeded by Cycles of Spirituality and a fully developed 
mind. On the law of parallel history and races, the majority of the 
future mankind will be composed of glorious Adepts .  H umanity is  the 
child of cyclic Destiny, and not one of its U nits can escape its uncon
scious mission, or get rid of the burden of its co-operative work with 
nature. Thus will mankind ,  race after race,  perform its appointed 
cycle-pilgrim age . Climates will, and have already begun , to change, 
each tropical year after the other dropping one sub - race, but only to  
beget another higher race on the ascending cycle ; while a series of  other 
less favoured groups-the failures of n ature-will, like some individual 
men, vanish from the human family without even leaving a trace 
behind . 

Such is the course of Nature under the sway of KAR M I C  LAw : of the 
ever present and the ever-becoming N ature. For, in the words of a 
Sage, known only to a few Occultists :-" T H E  PRESENT I S  T H E  C H I L D  

O F  T H E  PAST ; T H E  F u T U R E ,  THE BEGOTTEN OF THE PRESENT.  A N D  

YET, 0 P R E S E N T  MOMENT ! KNOWEST T H O U  N O T  THAT T H O U  HAST 

NO PARENT, NOR CANST THOU HAVE A C H I L D ; THAT THOU ART E V E R  
BEGETT I N G  B U T  THYSELF ? B E FORE THOU H A S T  EVEN BEGUN TO SAY 

' I AM THE PROGENY O F  THE DEPARTED MOMENT,  THE C H I LD OF T H E  

PAST , '  THOU H A S T  BECOME THAT P A S T  ITSELF. B E FORE THOU UTTEREST 
T H E  LAST SYLLABL E ,  B E HOLD ! THOU ART NO MORE T H E  PRESENT B U T  

V E R I LY THAT F U T U R E .  T H U S ,  A R E  T H E  PAS T,  T H E  PRESENT,  A N D  
T H E  FU TU RE, T H E  EVER- L I V I N G  TRIN ITY I N  ONE-T H E  MAHAMAYA OF 

T H E  ABSOLUTE I S . "  
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